
The C.C.F. is a federation of organizations whose purpose is the establishment in Canada of a 

Co-operative Commonwealth in which the principle regulating production, distribution and 

exchange will be the supplying of human needs and not the making of profits. 

We aim to replace the present capitalist system, with its inherent injustice and inhumanity, by a 

social order from which the domination and exploitation of one class by another will be 

eliminated, in which economic planning will supersede unregulated private enterprise and 

competition, and in which genuine democratic self-government, based upon economic equality 

will be possible. The present order is marked by glaring inequalities of wealth and opportunity, 

by chaotic waste and instability; and in an age of plenty it condemns the great mass of the people 

to poverty and insecurity. Power has become more and more concentrated into the hands of a 

small irresponsible minority of financiers and industrialists and to their predatory interests the 

majority are habitually sacrificed. When private profit is the main stimulus to economic effort, 

our society oscillates between periods of feverish prosperity in which the main benefits go to 

speculators and profiteers, and of catastrophic depression, in which the common man’s normal 

state of insecurity and hardship is accentuated. We believe that these evils can be removed only 

in a planned and socialized economy in which our natural resources and the principal means of 

production and distribution are owned, controlled and operated by the people. . . . 

. . . It is a democratic movement, a federation of farmer, labor and socialist organizations, 

financed by its own members and seeking to achieve its ends solely by constitutional methods. It 

appeals for support to all who believe that the time has come for a far-reaching reconstruction of 

our economic and political institutions and who are willing to work together for the carrying out 

of the following policies: 

1 Planning 

The establishment of a planned, socialized economic order, in order to make possible the most 

efficient development of the national resources and the most equitable distribution of the 

national income. 

The first step in this direction will be setting up of a National Planning Commission consisting of 

a small body of economists, engineers and statisticians assisted by an appropriate technical staff. 
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The task of the Commission will be to plan for the production, distribution and exchange of all 

goods and services necessary to the efficient functioning of the economy; to coordinate the 

activities of the socialized industries; to provide for a satisfactory balance between the producing 

and consuming power; and to carry on continuous research into all branches of the national 

economy in order to acquire the detailed information necessary to efficient planning. . . . 

2  Socialization of Finance 

Socialization of all financial machinery—banking, currency, credit, and insurance, to make 

possible the effective control of currency, credit and prices, and the supplying of new productive 

equipment for socially desirable purposes. 

. . . Control of finance is the first step in the control of the whole economy. The chartered banks 

must be socialized and removed from the control of private profit-seeking interests; and the 

national banking system thus established must have at its head a Central Bank to control the flow 

of credit and the general price level, and to regulate foreign exchange operations. A National 

Investment Board must also be set up, working in co-operation with the socialized banking 

system to mobilize and direct the unused surpluses of production for socially desired purposes as 

determined by the Planning Commission. 

Insurance Companies, which provide one of the main channels for the investment of individual 

savings and which, under their present competitive organization, charge needlessly high 

premiums for the social services that they render, must also be socialized. 

3 Social Ownership 

Socialization (Dominion, Provincial or Municipal) of transportation, communications, electric 

power and all other industries and services essential to social planning, and their operation 

under the general direction of the Planning Commission by competent managements freed from 

day to day political interference. 

. . . Transportation, communications and electric power must come first in a list of industries to 

be socialized. Others, such as mining, pulp and paper and the distribution of milk, bread, coal 



and gasoline, in which exploitation, waste, or financial malpractices are particularly prominent 

must next be brought under social ownership and operation. 

In restoring to the community its natural resources and in taking over industrial enterprises from 

private into public control we do not propose any policy of outright confiscation. . . . We 

recognize the need for compensation in the case of individuals and institutions which must 

receive adequate maintenance during the transitional period before the planned economy 

becomes fully operative. But a C.C.F. government will not play the role of rescuing bankrupt 

private concerns for the benefit of promoters and of stock and bond holders. It will not pile up a 

deadweight burden of unremunerative debt which represents claims upon the public treasury of a 

functionless owner class. . . . 

4 Agriculture 

Security of tenure for the farmer upon his farm on conditions to be laid down by individual 

provinces; insurance against unavoidable crop failure; removal of the tariff burden from the 

operations of agriculture; encouragement of producers’ and consumers’ co-operatives; the 

restoration and maintenance of an equitable relationship between prices of agricultural products 

and those of other commodities and services; and improving the efficiency of export trade in 

farm products. . . . 

5 External Trade 

The regulation in accordance with the National plan of external trade through import and export 

boards. . . . 

6 Co-Operative Institutions 

The encouragement by the public authority of both producers’ and consumers’ co-operative 

institutions. . . . 



7 Labor Code 

A National Labor Code to secure for the worker maximum income and leisure, insurance 

covering illness, accident, old age, and unemployment, freedom of association and effective 

participation in the management of his industry or profession. 

. . . A labor code must be developed which will include state regulation of all wages, equal 

reward and equal opportunity of advancement for equal services, irrespective of sex; measures to 

guarantee the right to work or the right to maintenance through stabilization of employment and 

through unemployment insurance; social insurance to protect workers and their families against 

the hazards of sickness, death, industrial accident and old age; limitation of hours of work and 

protection of health and safety in industry. Both wages and insurance benefits should be varied in 

accordance with family needs. 

In addition workers must be guaranteed the undisputed right to freedom of association, and 

should be encouraged and assisted by the state to organize themselves in trade unions. By means 

of collective agreements and participation in works councils, the workers can achieve fair 

working rules and share in the control of industry and profession; and their organizations will be 

indispensable elements in a system of genuine industrial democracy. . . . 

8 Socialized Health Services 

Publicly organized health, hospital and medical services. 

With the advance of medical science the maintenance of a healthy population has become a 

function for which every civilized community should undertake responsibility. Health services 

should be made at least as freely available as are educational services today. But under a system 

which is still mainly one of private enterprise the costs of proper medical care, such as the 

wealthier members of society can easily afford, are at present prohibitive for great masses of the 

people. . . . 

9 B.N.A. Act 

The amendment of the Canadian Constitution, without infringing upon racial or religious 

minority rights or upon legitimate provincial claims to autonomy, so as to give the Dominion 



Government adequate powers to deal effectively with urgent economic problems which are 

essentially national in scope; the abolition of the Canadian Senate. . . . 

The Canadian Senate, which was originally created to protect provincial rights, but has failed 

even in this function, has developed into a bulwark of capitalist interests, as is illustrated by the 

large number of company directorships held by its aged members. In its peculiar composition of 

a fixed number of members appointed for life it is one of the most reactionary assemblies in the 

civilized world. It is a standing obstacle to all progressive legislation, and the only permanently 

satisfactory method of dealing with the constitutional difficulties it creates is to abolish it. 

10 External Relations 

A Foreign Policy designed to obtain international economic co-operation and to promote 

disarmament and world peace. . . . 

11 Taxation And Public Finance 

A new taxation policy designed not only to raise public revenues but also to lessen the glaring 

inequalities of income and to provide funds for social services and the socialization of industry; 

the cessation of the debt creating system of Public Finance. . . . 

At the present time capitalist governments in Canada raise a large proportion of their revenues 

from such levies as customs duties and sales taxes, the main burden of which falls upon the 

masses. In place of such taxes upon articles of general consumption, we propose a drastic 

extension of income, corporation and inheritance taxes, steeply graduated according to ability to 

pay. Full publicity must be given to income tax payments and our tax collection system must be 

brought up to the English standard of efficiency. . . . 

12 Freedom 

Freedom of speech and assembly for all; repeal of Section 98 of the Criminal Code; amendment 

of the Immigration Act to prevent the present inhuman policy of deportation; equal treatment 

before the law of all residents of Canada irrespective of race, nationality or religious or political 

beliefs. . . . 



14 An Emergency Programme 

The assumption by the Dominion Government of direct responsibility for dealing with the 

present critical unemployment situation and for tendering suitable work or adequate 

maintenance; the adoption of measures to relieve the extremity of the crisis such as a 

programme of public spending on housing, and other enterprises that will increase the real 

wealth of Canada, to be financed by the issue of credit based on the national wealth. . . . 

Emergency measures, however, are of only temporary value, for the present depression is a sign 

of the mortal sickness of the whole capitalist system, and this sickness cannot be cured by the 

application of salves. These leave untouched the cancer which is eating at the heart of our 

society, namely, the economic system in which our natural resources and our principal means of 

production and distribution are owned, controlled and operated for the private profit of a small 

proportion of our population. 

No C.C.F. Government will rest content until it has eradicated capitalism and put into operation 

the full programme of socialized planning which will lead to the establishment in Canada of the 

Co-operative Commonwealth. 

 

Source: Kenneth McNaught, A Profit in Politics (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1959): 321–330. Reprinted 

by permission of the publisher. 


