
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE FATHERS 
OF OUR SOCIETY 

WHO SHALL BE SENT TO THE HURONS 
 

(From the Relation for 1637,  
by Father Jean de Brébeuf) 

 
The Fathers and Brethren whom God shall call to the holy Mission of the Hurons ought to 

exercise careful foresight in regard to all the hardships, annoyances, and perils that must be 

encountered in making this Journey, in order to be prepared betimes for all emergencies that may 

arise. 

 

You must have sincere affection for the Savages, — looking upon them as ransomed by the 

blood of the son of God, and as our Brethren with whom we are to pass the rest of our lives. 

 

To conciliate the Savages, you must be careful never to make them wait for you in embarking. 

 

You must provide yourself with a tinder box or with a burning mirror, or with both, to furnish 

them fire in the daytime to light their pipes, and in the evening when they have to encamp; these 

little services win their hearts. 

 

You should try to eat their sagamité or salmagundi in the way they prepare it, although it may be 

dirty, half-cooked, and very tasteless. As to the other numerous things which may be unpleasant, 

they must be endured for the love of God, without saying anything or appearing to notice them. 

 

It is well at first to take everything they offer, although you may not be able to eat it all; for, 

when one becomes somewhat accustomed to it, there is not too much. 

 

You must try and eat at daybreak unless you can take your meal with you in the canoe; for the 

day is very long, if you have to pass it without eating. The Barbarians eat only at Sunrise and 

Sunset, when they are on their journeys. 

 

You must be prompt in embarking and disembarking; and tuck up your gowns so that they will 

not get wet, and so that you will not carry either water or sand into the canoe. To be properly 



dressed, you must have your feet and legs bare; while crossing the rapids, you can wear your 

shoes, and, in the long portages, even your leggings. 

 

You must so conduct yourself as not to be at all troublesome to even one of these Barbarians. 

 

It is not well to ask many questions, nor should you yield to your desire to learn the language and 

to make observations on the way; this may be carried too far. You must relieve those in your 

canoe of this annoyance, especially as you cannot profit much by it during the work. Silence is a 

good equipment at such a time. 

 

You must bear their imperfections without saying a word, yes, even without seeming to notice 

them. Even if it be necessary to criticise anything, it must be done modestly, and with worth and 

signs which evince love and not aversion. In short, you must try to be, and to appear, always 

cheerful. 

 

Each one should be provided with half a gross of awls, two or three dozen little knives called 

jambettes (pocket-knives), a hundred fish-hooks, with some beads of plain and colored glass, 

with which to buy fish or other articles when the tribes meet each other, so as to feast the 

Savages; and it would be well to say to them in the beginning, “Here is something with which to 

buy fish.” Each one will try, at the portages, to carry some little thing, according to his strength; 

however little one carries, it greatly pleases the savages, if it be only a kettle. 

 

You must not be ceremonious with the Savages, but accept the comforts they offer you, such as a 

good place in the cabin. The greatest conveniences are attended with very great inconvenience, 

and these ceremonies offend them. 

 

Be careful not to annoy anyone in the canoe with your hat; it would be better to take your 

nightcap. There is no impropriety among the Savages. 

 

Do not undertake anything unless you desire to continue it; for example, do not begin to paddle 

unless you are inclined to continue paddling. Take from the start the place in the canoe that you 



wish to keep; do not lend them your garments, unless you are willing to surrender them during 

the whole journey. It is easier to refuse at first than to ask them back, to change, or to desist 

afterwards. 

 

Finally, understand that the Savages will retain the same opinion of you in their own country that 

they will have formed on the way; and one who has passed for an irritable and troublesome 

person will have considerable difficulty afterwards in removing this opinion. You have to do not 

only with those of your own canoe, but also (if it must be so stated) with all those of the country; 

you meet some today and others tomorrow, who do not fail to inquire, from those who brought 

you, what sort of man you are. It is almost incredible, how they observe and remember even the 

slightest fault. When you meet Savages on the way, as you cannot yet greet them with kind 

words, at least show them a cheerful face, and thus prove that you endure gayly the fatigues of 

the voyage. You will thus have put to good use the hardships on the way, and have already 

advanced considerably in gaining the affection of the Savages. 

 

This is a lesson which is easy enough to learn, but very difficult to put into practice; for, leaving 

a highly civilized community, you fall into the hands of barbarous people who care but little for 

your Philosophy of your Theology. All the fine qualities which might make you loved and 

respected in France are like pearls trampled under the feet of swine, or rather mules, which 

utterly despise you when they see that you are not as good pack animals as they are. If you could 

go naked, and carry the load of a horse upon your back, as they do, then you would be wise 

according to their doctrine, and would be recognized as a great man, otherwise not. Jesus Christ 

is our true greatness; it is He alone and His cross that should be sought in running after these 

people, for, if you strive for anything else, you will find naught but bodily and spiritual affliction. 

But having found Jesus Christ in His cross, you have found the roses in the thorns, sweetness in 

bitterness, all in nothing. 
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