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Li nux Mandr ake
Aclone that does the job vel |

indove loydists wil probedy nat find

anything unusual about using soft -
vare that is Wndows-conpatible . But
Linux wsers had better get used to it,
because MindrakeSoft is distributing a
product thet is clained to be 999 per -
cent conpatible wth Red Hit. Glled
Li nux Mindrake, the product won the Lin-
uxWrld Eitors Cuoice Avard for Best
Foduct of the Yer @

This has divided the Linux conmu-
nity intotw factions. According to one
faction, this wll nake Red Hat the
Mcrosoft of the Linux world . It says
that Mandrake s nove wil fractiondise
Linux, in nuch the sane way that the
Lhi x operating systemwas fragnent ed
inodfferent versions like Slaris ad
SO which, in spite of having Lhix at
the core, are inconpatible wth each
other when it cones to runni ng applica-
tias

The group that supports the i dea says
that this software denonstrates the
pover of Q(pen Source software. Min-
drakeSoft al so posted a quote fromRed
Ht s Donnie Barnes: Mandrake had
asked Red Hit if they had a problemwith
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FEATURED THIS MONTH

this, and we do not
have a problem Red
Hit is actud |y pleased,

because under the
GL [licensing
schene], Red Hat can
incorporate the
i nprovenent s.

Qyptic @

We revieved the five
(D Linux Mandrake
Pover Pack Edlition.
The test nachi ne was a
Wi ndows 98- based
Pentium 333 Mt
Gleron wth 64 M
RAM and a 6 B hard

dskdive
The product docunentati on com
prised tw nanuals: an installation
gui de and a user guide. However, vihat
surprised us nost was the cryptic num
bering of the . For instance, one of
the docunents (the one wth the Sard -
fice registration key), had a description
of what each (D contai ned, and these
wer e nunbered as D1, CC2, CO8 and
so on. But when we checked the (s,
they had i nconpr ehensi bl e | abel s such

as Instalation M(x8) , Sources D
etc rather intimdating, to say the
| eest.

As wth Red Hat, Mindrake all ows
you to choose between a Wirkstation
imstal, Srver imstd| and Gstominstal.
Wi | e both Wirkstation Install ad Srv-
e Irstdl cegethree partitios o rative
swap, and boot, the dif ference between
Server Install and WrkstaionIrgtdl isin
the size of the swap partition and type of
software instal l ed. Though a new Li nux
user would find both these types of
irstd latios very friedy, the Wrksta-
tion Instal is reconmended.

The Qustominstall gives you nore
control over the installation process

A RED HAT LINUX CLONE, PANDA ANTI-M RUS, A CD OCPI ER
SHAREWARE AND FREEWARE

you can specify the size of indvidud per -
titions and a so the softvare that hes to
be | caded on to the system If your net -
vork card i s NE2000-conpati bl e, getting
onthe netvork i s the easiest thing to do.
Qxfiguring the XSrver is easy too.

Sorry docunent at i on

Mindrake instals drectly ontothe latest
version of the KOE desktop, while Red
Ht 6.0 gives you a choice between
Gone and an ol der version of KOE
Mandr ake al so cones wth Gione and
a few other desktops, but you have to
specify during the instalation process
that you wsh to have one of these.

You w !l find nore applications bun-
ded wth Mindrake than wth Red Hat.
This is because Red Hat believes in
conpl ete Qpen Source Software while
Mandr ake of fers software that nay be
free for individuas but not for corpo-
rate users or has licence restrictions
attached

Wen it cones to docunentation,
Mindr ake di sappoi nts you, especially
when conpared to Qpen Linux 2.2 and
Red Hit 6.0.

Li nux Mindrake has everything that
Red Hat has and nore. It is also nore
dfoddbe Asfor thedebateif buldnga
Red Hat-conpatibl e distribution is good
o bad oy tinewll tel.

v 1858
. N P .

# Mre user-friendy than Red Hat
= (onplex installation process
Qontact: G Enterprises

Fice: Rs 2,995

Phone: 080- 6606093

Fax: 080- 6671407

Enail: gintbr@r.vsi.net.in
Web site: www. gt cdr om com
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Panda Anti Virws
Lacks the kil l e imstinct
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i ncl uded standard nacros in add tion
to executad e virus prograns. Our -
ing the hard dsk scan, the virus

his programvas slated to be part of

the anti-virus conpari son test ve hel d
in August, but it codd not be included
due to a defective (D that had to be
repl aced.

The test nachine for the Panda
AtiVirus vas a Grix MI-300 wth 32 MB
RAMand a 4.3 @ hard disk. There were
about 13000 files ad a lesst 1,743 virus-
es on the test conputer vhen the virus
scan was executed. The virus sanpl e

detector found 1596 viruses, which
traslaestoagood detectionrate of
9L 56 percent.

As with nost Wndows pro-
grans, the instalation vas quite
straightforvard. A conplete instal
occupi es 22 MB of hard di sk space;
and this includes Mcrosoft Qi -
look Dringimstdlaion thewe is
asked to create a secure disk,
vhi ch install's a conmand |ine ver -
sion of the ati-virus on a floppy. Ths
disk can be a lifesaver in case a virus
strikes your systemand Wndoss fails
togat p

Ater imstdlaion yauwll seetvoicas
inthe systemtray the Real Tine Mni -
tor and the Internet Sentinel which
vatch out for nalicious ActiveX conpo-
nents and Java appl ets vhi | e you surf the
Net. Not suprisingy, the programfea-
tuestidt inegaionwththe Ineng ad

alons you to scan (and d so bl ock) e-nai |
attachnents and downl oad W sites.
Wen we first tried to use Panda
Ativirus to dsinfect the virus sanpl e,
we raninto a serious problem The soft -
vare cou d identify nine viruses out of
ten, but vas uneble to disinfect asinge
one. As ve could not work around this
problem we contacted the Panda staf f
They sai d they had no cl ue why this vas
happeni ng, but sent us a newcopy of the
softvare. Hovever, the probl emrefused
to go anay and we had to cone to the
conclusionthet this ati-virus hes agreat

# |rtutiveineface

- Fdledtodsinfect asingevirus
Gontact: Sentingd Softvare Sol uti ons
Rice Rs

Phone: 011- 5169420

Fax: 011- 5451287

Enail: senting @df.vsnl.net.in
Web site www. pandasof t war e. com

M @pier Fo Hition
Hrates, stay avay!

.1 Opier Pro hel ps you nake t hat

Tt NaL
-\.:'\-'-'\-'\."\-"\-'l' e To rﬂ(ea\/irtl.a G:) yQ.]W”
D L needthe arignd Minthe drive,
2 PP VL S ) T L ST S ad .fcd files. The latest version
"'C gk | o MQpe Ao (20 suports
m i e e | the fdlowng file fornats San-
- : | dard 1) Audio @ Photo A
fl.-[ﬂ" deeesc. [FPRATRR— - - | Video @ and (D Extra D

(which are enhanced nusic
@ wth datatracks for optiona
use on PO and Mxed Mde

S @Dall of which can be used to

uick! Hwfast isthe fastest M RM

drive? Is it the 50x drive fromNE2?
G Htachi ? However, evenat this speed,
the drive woul d be sl over than your hard
di sk. Wy not use your hard disk as your
(D RMdrive instead? Youcan dothis
wth M Qpier Ro.

The programl ets you create a virtual
Mdrive onyour RC Snce avirtua M
drive would require a virtuad @ @

108 A

aegtethe .fod files.

Ceating the .fcd fileis essy,
thanks to the wzard-like interface that
guides you through the process. D
Qopier o ensures fast access, naki ng
your gane- pl ayi ng sessi ons nuch nore
exciting. Aso, a notebook user now has
avirtud drive and need not |ug around a
@drive when travel ling. Besides these
advant ages, the system requirenents
aeredly low

The programrequi res about 16 MB of

hard di sk space and 32 MB RAM and
any respect abl e ganing nachi ne shoul d
be ddetohand e thet.

The softvare is not wthout its draw
backs. For one, the program stays in
nenory after instalation This nay slow
down your system even when you are
nat wing the virtud drive This type o
i npl enent ati on has anot her probl em
wen a driver gets corrupted it can take
the whol e systemdown. And, of course,
M @pier Fois useless for ganes and
prograns under D35 Al said and done,
if youare a gane freak or a nobil e user,

# Low systemrequi renent s

= Says in systemnenory

ntact: Mcroware Gonputer Services
Rice R 2,725

Phone: 022- 8729725

Fax: 022- 8727446

Enail: sal es@wcdrom com

Web site. www. nwcdr om com

Qctober 1999
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The Jour nal
Track your appoi nt nents

ptly cdled The Jourd , this soft -
vare clains to hel p you track and
organi se your appoi ntnents, busi ness or
persona . The nain screenis divided into
tvo parts: the left has acdendar, ad a
tree viewfor organising your notes, wile

Test

—p—

the right side functions as a notepad.

The programfeatures word process-
ingtodssuchas bdd itdics, uderlire,
fot cdour, dignent, indents and bul -
lets, and adso has a huilt-in thesaurus
and spel | checker. These style/fornat
changes wll al so showon the printout of
the docunents. You coul d even enhance
your journal entries by enedding QE
obj ects such as sound and video files
into them

RAT -

[l [l [ OO
The Jour nal

Downl oad si ze: 2.86 MB
Web site www davi drmcomit hej ournal . ht nh

di skSpace Explorer o
Manage your di sk space

Doywbelieveywr conputer when it
says Dskful! ? No? Then what you
need to do is organise your hard disk.
di skSpace Expl orer Rro does just that
it is designed to hel p you nanage your
di sk space by examining directory con-
tets, duster sizes ad nore.
Interactive pie charts, for exanpl e
provi de a graphical representati on of how
nuch of your hard disk space i s used up
and by which application or directory.
Aso, the progamreports if a drive is
dfected by alarge duster size, emading
you to repartition your hard disk easily

and reduce vasted space.

di skSpace Explorer is availabdeintw
versions. The Ro version of fers the
ability to scan and explore network
drives and locate large fd ders, in add -
tiontoregua festures. This sharevare
version is operational for 30 days and
can scan only one hard disk the C

Ajajujuin

di skSpace Expl orer Pro
Downl oad S ze: 1.16 MB
Web site www:. east - t ec. comi spexpr o/

RAT -

LViewRo 2.6
Peek and tweak

t last, aninage viever that acts as a
mni Phot oshop program LViewPo

T e—

L LE] [ LET

26is aninage viever that clains to be
df ferent, tharks to its bult-in inage
nani pul ator. Apart fromthe usua fea-
tures like zoomand mul tipl e w ndovs,
the programof fers a variety of inage
edting, painting filteringad retouching
tools etc. The program supports nany
popul ar inage fornats, including BWP,
AF JRG JAF, PCX PPM TG and
T F-

RAT -

4] la]lal bl
LViewPo 2.6

Downl oad Size: 1.73 MB
Web site: www |vien. com

g [REEWARE

Wi n32pad
Qe of the snallest prograns you wil

-

ever  down-
load this one .. R
|SjLst 12'6 - .- e e .

ad oninstd -

lation, occu-

pies about 28

KB of space.

Wiat nakes this repl acenent for Wh-
dovs Notepad uni que i s the fine tweaks
thet it d fers. For exanple, ashortcut for
the Select Al command, which is not
present in Wndows Notepad. Addition-
al tools such as @ Line Nunfer and
Hohight UR.are aso availad e

RAT- @)@ @) @ [

Downl oad si ze: 12 KB

CKRename

CKRenane cones in handy where
Wi ndows

fails the

dilityto

renane nul ti -

pdefiles. The

digtlydu -

teedinter -

face resenbl es Wndows Expl orer,
adisinutive Thereis anogtionto
add |etters or nuners to the start and
end of file nanes. The only downsi de
isthet it canat renene files over a

RAT- WA 0

Downl oad size: 238 KB

Web site

wwWw. nusi csucks. comt (KSof t/ i ndex. ht m
net vor k.

Process Viewer 2000

Process Viewer 2000 i s a super -
charged task —
viewer. Itdso ¢
shovs the path |
and fil enane of !

the active task,

wether or not the task is a service
adadsothe priaity. Asinpe rigt
click on any task brings up a snall da-
| og box that provi des quick access to

RAT -

4l lallal L]

Downl oad si ze: 376 KB
Web site http://hone. heenet. nl / b. spaar/
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