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The final steps of many installation utilities involve creating the groups and
items in Program Manager. Though there are no explicit ALMs for creating
these groups and items, AppWare's DDE ALM makes this possible using
AppWare.

The DDE interface that Program Manager uses for communication is referred
to as a Command String interface. Thus, we must use the "Execute on
Server" function under the DDE function category.

Below is a clip of sample code to create the application:
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Figure 1

The first function is the "Start Conversation" function. This will launch
Program Manager and prepare it for conversation. The next function (other
than the Notify's) is the "Exec on Server" function. This tells Program
Manager to execute this command string. Refer to Figure 2 below for the
contents of the text object "CommandString" which is passed in as the
second parameter. Once this function completes with the "Executed" flow,
another "Exec on Server" function is executed. The command string passed
to that function, as the second parameter, is "[ExitProgman(1)]", which tells
Program Manager to close and save the group information (only if Program
Manager was opened by this DDE session). This is an optional function, yet
demonstrates better programming practice.

Examples of valid command strings are CreateGroup, Addltem, DeleteGroup,
ShowGroup, etc. For more information on Program Manager DDE command
strings, refer to a Windows™ SDK or online help files.
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The Window object merely contains the contents of the "CommandString"
text object and the "Execute" button.

= CommandString

Text

Teat:

[CreateGroup["AppWare Created Group™,"APWCREAT.GRP™]] |+ | oK I

[Additem[notepad. exe Motepad]]
[Additem(winhelp. exe. "Windows Help™]] =

[Additem[winfile.exe."File Manager"]]

[Additem[terminal.exe,"Terminal)]
+ Attributes. .. I

Size Options
| Limit: [32000 Tab Width:
Case
| “# Case Insensitive = Uppercase  Lowercase
Tywpe
% Multiline > Single-Line > Static
Style
/| Frame | Select All When Activated
| Editable | Always Show Selection
| Horizontal 5crollbar | Uzes Enter at Runtime
| Yertical Scrollbar _ | Uzez Tab at Runtime
Justification
| % Left = Center > Right

Figure 2

Figure 2 shows the contents of the "CommandString" text object and the necessary
command strings to create groups and items for this sample application.
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= DDE Client

¥ DDE Ciient

Command Line [Server): Data Format: Link Type
[PROGMAN_EXE | [Text 3] @Auo
) Motify
| Browse... I | Bun I Item Parameters [opt] €} Manual
Item: = - .
Server data Identifiers | | =
Service: Dbject Type:
|PFII]EMAN | E |Text |£I -
1]
Topic: Connect To:
|PHDEMAN | |Cnmmand5hing |£I
Figure 3

The DDE Client object is necessary to establish conversation with Program Manager.
Figure 3 shows this object and it's contents. The important fields for this application
are the Service and Topic. They both must be set to "PROGMAN". These fields are

not text objects, but text that | have typed directly into the fields.
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** Windows™ and Program Manager™ are trademarks of Microsoft Corporation.



