MYARC ADVANCED BASIC

FREESPACE --Funclion FREESPACE

Format
FREESPACE(memory-type)

Type
REAL

Description
The FREESPACE funclion retums a number representing, in byles, ihe amount of memory space
available for MYARC Advanced BASIC programs and data.

The followsng are the memory-types:

0 ALL memory
1 program Space
2 data space

3 assembly space
4 stack space

Garbage Collection

Before FREESPACE retums a value, the computer execuies an activity called "garbage collection®,
All "inaclive” strings are deleted. Sirings become inactive when they aro not associated with &
vanable. A sling mmmwmmmuﬂimm use; it becomes inactive when
no longer needed.

All aclive™ strings (slrings that are stifl associsted with varisbles) are maved 1o a contiguous
area at the low end of memory. This leaves all available memary in one large, contiguous block.

The compuler cocasionally performs garbage collection by itsedf, i.e. when no memory is available
because of an excess number and size of inactive strngs.

NOTE: Stack space has a defined value of 3988 bytes. [(=ED0g->EF80)
Examples

PRINT FREESPACE(D)

Prints a value that indicates the amount of available memory.

PRINT FREESPACE(2)

Prinis a value that indicates the amount of avallable data space in bytes, which is based on the amount
of memary albiocation you chose when you staned MYARC Advanced BASIC from MDOS.
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