

















The earliest known example of a wooden spear, the tip of a yew spear, is left
in a site at Clacton—on—Sea in England
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The eeesrAPHY of Ptolemy (Claudius Ptolemaeus), written around 100 CE, is

translated into Latin 1406; it greatly influences the European view of the
world
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Coffee, which grows wild in Ethiopia, is made into a beverage there



Oil is used as a base for paints



The suction pump is invented during this century
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By this date carvel—constructed ships weighing up to 1000 tons are in
existence in Europe
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A lateen sail rigged fore and aft and carried on a mizzenmast begins to be
used in the Basque region around the Bay of Biscay; its use spreads rapidly



The Chinese junk has four permanent masts and two temporary ones, a
central rudder, and a hold divided into water—tight compartments; fleets of
junks patrol the Indian Ocean as far away as Sri Lanka
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Dutch fishers become the first to use drift nets
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On Oct 25 1415 English longbow forces under Henry V defeat heavily
armored French armies because English arrows, propelled from stiff bows
with flaxen strings, can penetrate French iron armor that contains a lot of
carbon



Benedetto Rinio's 4BERBE-SHMPHEBYS of 1410 describes and illustrates 440
plants that have medicinal uses
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Pyroschape
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James Finley of PA builds the first suspension bridge in the US, using chains;
although Native Americans had constructed suspension bridges in the Andes

hundreds of years earlier, the Finley bridge is the first modern suspension
bridge
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Physician Edward Jenner [b Berkeley, England, May 17 1749, d Berkeley, Jan
26 1823] gives the first inoculation against smallpox by infecting a boy with
cowpox (vaccinia virus) ; the Royal Society rejects Jenner’s inoculation

technique for smallpox
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Engineer Henry Maudslay [b Woolwich, England, Aug 22 1771, d Lambeth,
England, Feb 14 1831] perfects the slide rest for lathes, called one of the
great inventions of history; it permits an operator to use the lathe without

holding the metal—cutting tools in his hands
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John Fitch applies the screw propeller to a steamboat; although both
Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Jefferson recall seeing a boat propelled with a
screw on the Seine at Paris, it is not clear that steam was also used
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Alessandro Volta announces his invention, made in 1796 or 1799, of the
Voltaic pile; it consists of a stack of alternating zinc and silver disks

separated by felt soaked in brine; it is the first source of a steady electric
current
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Copper sulfate, hydrogen cyanide, lead arsenide, nicotine, petroleum, and
turpentine are used in fighting plant diseases

SEEAES6 1825 FOO



Smithson Tennant [b Selby, England, Nov 30 1761, d Boulogne, France, Feb
22 1815] invents bleaching powder, calcium hypochlorite; bleaching is also
introduced in the manufacture of paper, which can now be made from
colored rags as well as from white ones
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Humphry Davy [b Penzance, England, Dec 17 1778, d Geneva, Switzerland,
May 29 1829] discovers nitrous oxide ("laughing gas") on Apr 9 and suggests
its use as an anesthetic



Henry Maudslay builds the first lathe that enables an operator to make
screws of any desired pitch or diameter
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Great Britalry 0 John Ericsson builds a propeller—driven, metal—
hulled warship, the prINEEFON: Which has its engines below the waterline for
better protection
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