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Introduction - What is MidiKeys?
MidiKeys is a screen representation of a piano keyboard.

It can play through the internal speaker in the PC, or it can play sounds using the Windows 
Multimedia Extensions if you have a sound card or an external MIDI sound generator.

MidiKeys is very useful for setting up the MIDI Mapper, it lets you audition the sounds on a 
sound card or MIDI sound module, and it can be fun to just bang on little melodies.
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MidiKeys Keys
Use the following keys in MidiKeys.

Key(s) Function
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Up Increments the program number (Sound / Instrument Tone).

Down Decrements the program number.

Page Up Increments the program number by 10.

Page Down Decrements the program number by 10.



MidiKeys Procedures
The Procedure topics give you step-by-step instructions for using MidiKeys.

For information on how to use Help, press F1 or choose Using Help from the Help menu.
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Getting Started
When Midikeys is running, you should see a representation of a piano keyboard.    Clicking on
a piano key will generate sound through the PC speaker.    The arrows on the left and right of 
the piano keyboard shift the range of octaves that can be played.

Above the piano keyboard are buttons that let you change settings for the output device, the
type of sound played, etc.    Click and hold on a button and you will see a drop-down menu 
with the possible choices for that setting.    The Procedures section describes the buttons 
and how to change settings.
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Changing the Output Device
You can play notes through the internal PC speaker, through a sound card, or through an 
external MIDI device with MidiKeys.

Click and hold on the left most button above the piano keyboard.    It has a label of out: and 
displays the currently selected output device.    Depending on the size of your screen, the 
current selection will be shown as a single character or as a long description.

A menu will appear with Internal PC Speaker as the first entry.    If the MIDI Mapper is 
installed, it will appear as the second item.    The installed MIDI ports will follow.    Select the 
port you would like to play through.

Many sound cards are compatible with the original Ad Lib card, and you will see an entry for 
the Ad Lib.    The Ad Lib driver included with Windows will play instrument sounds on 
channels 1-15, and drum sounds on channel 16.    The instrument sounds (programs) are 
mapped to the General MIDI program numbers.

Usually you will want to use the MIDI Mapper as the output device.    It allows you to map a 
device's programs to the standard General MIDI program numbers.    It also lets you map 
drum sounds to the right keys.

Selecting a direct device sends untranslated program change and note data to the device.
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Changing the MIDI Channel
MIDI devices respond to channels much like the channel selector on a TV.

Click and hold on the button above the piano keyboard with the ch: label.    A menu will 
appear with selections for all 16 MIDI channels.    Select the channel that you wish to play on.

After selecting a new channel, the program number on the MIDI device will not be changed 
immediately.    This allows you to audition the currently selected sound on the new channel.   
Select a new sound, or switch to another Windows program, and then back to MidiKeys to 
cause a program change to be sent on the current channel.
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Changing the Sound (Program Number)
MIDI allows you to select from a range of 128 sounds.    These sounds are referenced by 
number.    In the early days of MIDI there where no standards for what sound was called up 
by a program number.    Now we have General MIDI which assigns specific sounds to 
program numbers.    The MIDI Mapper can translate program numbers so that a MIDI device 
can properly respond to General MIDI program change messages.

Click and hold on the button above the piano keyboard with the pgm: label.    Depending on 
the size of your screen, the current selection will be shown as a program number or as a 
program number and the General MIDI name for the sound.    A menu will appear with eight 
groups of sounds.    Select a group, and a sub-menu will appear with selections for that 
group.    When a sound is selected, a Program Change message will be sent to the currently 
selected MIDI device.

If you have trouble getting to the sub-menus, try pulling the mouse down to the group that 
contains the desired sound and release the mouse button.    This will display the sub-menu 
and you can simply click on the sound, or you can click on different group to display a new 
sub-menu.

If you're playing to the PC Speaker, this setting has no effect.
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Changing the Note Velocity
MIDI instruments transmit information about how hard a note was pressed or played.    This 
information is transmitted as part of a Note On message and is called the Velocity.    MidiKeys
transmits notes with your selected Velocity level.

Click and hold on the button above the piano keyboard with the vel: label.    A menu will 
appear with all 127 velocity levels.    Select the desired velocity setting.

Different MIDI devices and instrument sounds respond differently to velocity levels.    Some 
sounds change their character with different levels, some sounds will change in volume, and
some sounds will not change at all.

If you're playing to the PC Speaker, this setting has no effect.
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Changing the Chord
MidiKeys can play chords instead of single notes when a piano key is pressed.

Click and hold on the button above the piano keyboard with the chord: label.    A menu will 
appear with selections for different chords.    Select the desired chord.

Try the Octave setting with Chromatic Percussion sounds.    Guitar players often play power 
chords (5th's) with distorted or overdriven tones.    Try this classic rock riff:    E1, G1, A1 ... E1,
G1, A#1, A1 ... E1, G1, A1 ... G1, E1.

If you're playing to the PC Speaker, only a single note can be played.
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Changing the Note View Mode
Click and hold on the button above the piano keyboard and to the left of the button with the 
bend: label.    A menu will appear with selections for the Note View mode.    Select the 
desired mode.

Always - shows the note under the cursor whenever the cursor is over a piano key.

Pressed - shows the note name when a piano key is pressed.

Never - doesn't show the note name under any condition.
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Changing the Note Bending Mode
You can change the pitch of a sound by dragging the cursor to the left or right of the original 
piano key clicked on.    This is called bending a note, and is a common technique for guitar 
players and synthesists like Jan Hammer (theme for Miami Vice) and Herbie Hancock.

Click and hold on the button above the piano keyboard with the bend: label.    A menu will 
appear with selections for the Note Bending Mode.    Select the desired mode.

Bend Up or Down - Allows notes to be bent up or down.

Bend Up Only - Allows notes to be bent up only.

Bend Down Only - Allows notes to be bent down only.

No Note Bending - Bending is not allowed.    Use this mode when you want to be a little 
sloppy with mouse movements without causing notes to be bent.

The range of note bending is controlled by the MIDI device.    Some devices allow the bend 
range to be configured, while others do not.

If you're playing to the PC Speaker, notes cannot be bent.
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MidiKeys License Agreement
Copyright © 1988-1993 Playroom Software.    All Rights Reserved.

MidiKeys and Playroom Software are trademarks of Playroom Software (since 1988 and 1987
respectively, published in Electronic Musician and Keyboard magazines in 1989 and 1988).

The fee for using MidiKeys is a completed and mailed Registration Form.

License Agreement

This software is owned by Playroom Software and is protected by United States copyright 
laws and international treaty provisions.    You may not modify, reverse engineer, decompile, 
or disassemble the software.

You may freely distribute this version of the MidiKeys software, with the following 
restrictions:    (a) It may not be included in a software or hardware package marketed for 
resale without the express written consent of Playroom Software;    (b) The computer archive 
file, diskette, or other media that contains the software must contain this document and any 
others originally distributed with the software in unaltered form.

In no event shall Playroom Software or its suppliers be liable for any damages whatsoever 
(including, without limitation, damages for loss of business profits, business interruption, 
loss of business information, or other pecuniary loss) arising out of the use or inability to use
this Playroom Software product, even if Playroom Software has been advised of the 
possibility of such damages.

If you do not agree to the terms of this agreement, destroy all of your copies of the software.
This is your sole remedy.

Should you have any questions concerning the agreement, or if you wish to contact 
Playroom for any reason, please write Playroom Software / 7308-C East Independence Blvd. /
Suite 310 / Charlotte, NC    28227    USA / (704)-536-3093 / CIS:76702,1603.



MidiKeys Registration Form
To register your copy of MidiKeys, please complete as much of this form as possible and mail
it to:

Playroom Software
7308-C East Independence Blvd, Suite 310
Charlotte, NC    28227        USA

You can create a document with the following information and print it instead of hand writing
in the responses.    Just try to make sure we know the right categories.

If you would like to receive the next version of MidiKeys and our next Windows MIDI toy on 
3.5" diskette, enclose a check or money order for $5 (add $3 outside North America).

Name: _____________________________________________
Company: _____________________________________________
Addr: _____________________________________________
 _____________________________________________
 _____________________________________________
Country: _____________________________________________

(these numbers are optional)
Day Phone: _____________________________________________
FAX _____________________________________________
Night Phone: _____________________________________________
CIS: _____________________________________________
Other BBS: _____________________________________________

1. I liked MidiKeys and found it useful/fun:      Yes          No

2. MidiKeys helped me learn more about MIDI and MultiMedia:      Yes          No

3. I support your position on environmentally friendly packaging:      Yes          No

4. We do not supply or swap our mailing lists to other companies.    Would it be ok to list your
information if we did?        Yes          No

5. BROCHURE.HLP was included with MidiKeys:      Yes          No

6. I am currently a Makeover user:      Yes          No

7. I am currently a Makeover owner:      Yes          No

8. I am planning to become Makeover owner/user:      Yes          No

9. I shop at CompUSA SuperStores:      Yes          No

10. I shop at Egghead / Babbages:      Yes          No          NOTHANKS



Terms



Drop-down list box
A single line list box that opens to display a list of choices.    Use the up or down arrows to 
make a selection, or press the down arrow with the mouse and click on an item in the list.




