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A Short History

Michael Aldrich and the 
Rediffusion computer system

The Internet Arrived

Online Banking and SSL



Logistics

Comparisons and Reviews

Shopping Carts, like IRL

Variety of Shipping Methods

Tickets and Events



Regulations

DSR’s in the UK

Obligations of the 
Sellers

Rights of the 
Buyers



Trends, Statistics
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Ebay, Craigslist

Ebay is to auctions as 
Craiglist is to classifieds

Power to the People

Room for unusual, 
awkward posts and 
purchases



Unusual Ebay Items
A single cornflake for $1.20

Ian Usher’s “life” for
$384,000

Leftover brussel sprout for 
£1,550

Water in a cup believed to be 
sipped by Elvis for $455

The original “Hollywood” sign 
for $450,400



Poor Powell’s Technical
Online business’s 
affect on local retail

Less space needed, 
more selection 
online

Moving shop

RIP Fup



My Take
Extremely convenient

Many different reviews, 
pricing options

Imitation of retail experience

Always shop with care

It will only grow, and 
retailers will have to evolve
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