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A Present for Anna

Creating Bioethical Awareness
through Interactive Theatre



STRUCTURE OF PROJECT
PRE-VISIT — 25 mins

VISIT BY THE TEAM - 120 mins

POST-VISIT — 60 mins



PRE-VISIT
COMPOUND STIMULUS

AIms to “hook” students on storyline
& to signal something of the
“problem” and people involved.

Guideline Precis of | etter of
from HFEA code Invitation to
HFEA of practice ~ discussion group
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Précis of HFEA Code of Practice Regulations

Relevant to the Meeting on 29.11.01
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Preliminary Draft of Proposed New Regulation
Subject: PGD (Preimplantation Genetic Diagnosis)

Currently, 'PGD is a technique whereby embryos created outside the body can be tested
to see whether they carry a genetic disorder before being transferred to the uterus'. * This
technique has been applied since the 1980s, in order to identify gene and chromosome
defects at the embryonic stage of development. Using PGD, embryos are biopsied and
screened to identify any carrying the genetic disease (e.g. haemophilia, Huntingdon's
disease, Fanconi Anaemia). The disease free embryos are then implanted using IVF (in
vitro fertilisation). This process is often seen as preferable to PND (pre natal diagnosis),
as 1t does not involve the termination of a diseased foetus.

This new regulation proposes to alter a section of the act that states that only diseased
embryos are to be removed from the sample for implantation into the uterus. This section
will have a clause added, stating that an immunological match to an existing sibling may
be screened for. This will enable any child born following implantation to aid an existing
sibling affected by congenital disease, through donation of stem cells or bone marrow etc.
Also, under current UK regulation, stem cells from the embryo may be cultured in a
laboratory, to aid the existing child without necessarily resulting in the birth of a sibling.
The regulation, as amended, would read: prior to implantation, PGD techniques may be
implemented to remove and dispose of any defective embryo or any embryos which do
not exhibit the desired trait, in the case where an immunological match is being
sought.

* From section one of the HFEA consultation document on PGD, as stated in 2000.




VISIT BY THE TEAM

Welcome from HFEA representative
Meet Butler Family

Series of scenes -> Anna into wheelchair
Hotseating

Widen out to other case studies

Share these

Back to regulation

Decision

Tell Anna’s parents
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POST-VISIT

Writing task:

One side of A4 on an aspect of
ethical considerations In
biomedicine



Writing Task

Please complete one side of A4, word-processed (12 font, Times New Roman) writing
on the following topic:

What right do we have to intervene in natural life processes? Where are the
boundaries, and who decides them?

Please give this writing to your teacher within one week of the bioethics theatre
group’s visit. We will be using selected passages from the writing in a book that will
be given back to your school to assist with teaching and learning about ethical issues.
The authorship of any extracts used will be acknowledged.

John Somers. ] W.Somers@ex.ac.uk




“I believe that we do not have the right
to take another life to Improve our
own, but | also believe that an embryo
IS In the first stage of development is
nothing but a cluster of cells. | believe
that this i1s where the boundary lies: if
the embryo develops the primary
streak (the beginnings of the central
nervous system), then perhaps it can be
described as sentient.”



“The religious opinion is that God iIs
the giver and taker of life, which
means that humans have no right to
choose who is to live or to die at a
particular point in their life, but that
only the Lord knows when a person’s
time has come. However, some may
argue that the majority of ilinesses
have man-made origins, and so It IS up
to us to fix what we have caused.”



“When we talk about what gives us the
right to intervene, | wonder who there
IS to deny us the right. It is part of
human nature to want to help the
people we love in any way we can. If
you have to Kill a bunch of cells to help
that person, so be It.”



“My opinion is that biotechnology should
be managed In such a way that the law
stops people exploiting new processes for
money or self-aggrandisement. Religious
Issues must also be taken Into
consideration which will be tricky in our
ever-changing, multicultural world.”



“1 enjoyed this way of working as
It helped me to realise all of the
different views and [....] it brings
cases to life which you don’t get
from a textbook. The play was a
powerful demonstration of the
human emotions involved In a
genetic and ethical dilemma.”



“My name Is Catherine, and | was the
one who wouldn’t shut up when you
came to discuss bioethics at Exeter
College. | just wanted to add to what |
sald to some of the others about the
Catholic belief system .....”

(she then enters into a closely argued
case for scientific restraint, linked to an
analysis of “The Crucible’ by Arthur
Miller.)



“As the result of the vote was presented to Mr
and Mrs Butler, the room was silent. We saw
the pain on their faces, we imagined their
broken hearts. The guilt rushing through us
like bullets! What have we done? We have just
told the parents of an only child that we will not
allow the possibility for her to be saved. Now

t
t
t

ney have to tell her. The shame on our faces,
ne Invisible tears we so long to weep. Was this

ne right decision, or should we have followed

our hearts?”



“The compound stimulus
worked well. Students initially
were quite chatty, but as articles
were removed from the box and
described, they became much
more thoughtful and
constructed a possible story In a
serious way.”



“I was surprised and delighted at
the ability of the TIE team to
capture the attention of my
students for 2 hours and all were
still fully involved at the end.”



“l1 could not fault the TIE
team’s scientific knowledge
which surprised me as | saw

them as actors and not
scientists.”






























