












A Present for Anna

Creating Bioethical Awareness 
through Interactive Theatre



STRUCTURE OF PROJECT

PRE-VISIT – 25 mins

VISIT BY THE TEAM – 120 mins

POST-VISIT – 60 mins



PRE-VISIT

COMPOUND STIMULUS

Aims to “hook” students on storyline 
& to signal something of the 
“problem” and people involved.

Guideline 
from 
HFEA

Precis of 
HFEA code 
of practice

Letter of 
invitation to 
discussion group



















VISIT BY THE TEAM
Welcome from HFEA representative

Meet Butler Family

Series of scenes -> Anna into wheelchair

Hotseating

Widen out to other case studies

Share these

Back to regulation

Decision

Tell Anna’s parents































POST-VISIT

Writing task:

One side of A4 on an aspect of 
ethical considerations in 
biomedicine





“I believe that we do not have the right 
to take another life to improve our 
own, but I also believe that an embryo 
is in the first stage of development is 
nothing but a cluster of cells.  I believe 
that this is where the boundary lies: if 
the embryo develops the primary 
streak (the beginnings of the central 
nervous system), then perhaps it can be 
described as sentient.”



“The religious opinion is that God is 
the giver and taker of life, which 
means that humans have no right to 
choose who is to live or to die at a 
particular point in their life, but that 
only the Lord knows when a person’s 
time has come.  However, some may 
argue that the majority of illnesses 
have man-made origins, and so it is up 
to us to fix what we have caused.”



“When we talk about what gives us the 
right to intervene, I wonder who there 
is to deny us the right.  It is part of 
human nature to want to help the 
people we love in any way we can.  If 
you have to kill a bunch of cells to help 
that person, so be it.”



“My opinion is that biotechnology should 
be managed in such a way that the law 

stops people exploiting new processes for 
money or self-aggrandisement.  Religious 

issues must also be taken into 
consideration which will be tricky in our 

ever-changing, multicultural world.”



“I enjoyed this way of working as 
it helped me to realise all of the 

different views and [….] it brings 
cases to life which you don’t get 
from a textbook.  The play was a 
powerful demonstration of the 
human emotions involved in a 
genetic and ethical dilemma.”



“My name is Catherine, and I was the 
one who wouldn’t shut up when you 
came to discuss bioethics at Exeter 

College.  I just wanted to add to what I 
said to some of the others about the 

Catholic belief system …..”

(she then enters into a closely argued 
case for scientific restraint, linked to an 

analysis of ‘The Crucible’ by Arthur 
Miller.)



“As the result of the vote was presented to Mr 
and Mrs Butler, the room was silent.  We saw 
the pain on their faces, we imagined their 
broken hearts.  The guilt rushing through us 
like bullets!  What have we done?  We have just 
told the parents of an only child that we will not 
allow the possibility for her to be saved.  Now 
they have to tell her.  The shame on our faces, 
the invisible tears we so long to weep.  Was this 
the right decision, or should we have followed 
our hearts?”



“The compound stimulus 
worked well.  Students initially 

were quite chatty, but as articles 
were removed from the box and 

described, they became much 
more thoughtful and 

constructed a possible story in a 
serious way.”



“I was surprised and delighted at 
the ability of the TIE team to 
capture the attention of my 

students for 2 hours and all were 
still fully involved at the end.”



“I could not fault the TIE 
team’s scientific knowledge 
which surprised me as I saw 

them as actors and not 
scientists.”




















