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Mission Statement

TechDis aims to be the leading educational 
advisory service providing advice and 
guidance on technology and disability to 
promote an accessible and inclusive 
experience for all staff and students.

TechDis is a JISC-funded service (Joint 
Information Systems Committee) 
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Sections…

• What to hit your students with.
• How to hit your students.
• Who can help you hit your students most 

effectively every time?
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What to hit your students with.
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1. Using what you know – Microsoft Word

• Sans serif, size 12, left aligned, white space
• Web view and reflow
• Structures and headings

• Unstructured
• Structured

• AutoText and Auto Correct
• Hyperlinks and Screen Tips
• Avoid ‘Click Here’ or ‘More Information’
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2. Using what you know - Windows

• Mouse and cursor settings
• Windows colours and fonts
• Accessibility Option 

• StickyKeys; 
• FilterKeys

• Voice Recognition
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3. Appropriate use of Images

• The appropriate use of captions and textual 
descriptions.

• Screen Tips



Unlocking Potential

Less accessible

Microclimate effects are more marked in areas of diverse terrain.
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Microclimate is influenced by different slopes providing different drainage 
characteristics and different aspects in relation to both radiative input and 
wind exposure. 

More accessible
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4. Adobe PDFs
PDFs have traditionally been seen as 
inaccessible formats. However, there are several 
usability aids within:
• Colour Change.
• Enlarging Text.
• AutoScroll.
• Read Aloud.
• Bookmarks. 

Sample PDF
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How to hit your students.
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5. Use of a Voting System

What is the practice of protecting, preserving 
and managing the natural environment?
a) agriculture
b) forestry
c) conversation
d) conservation
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Who were the last 10 presidents of the 
USA?

• A. Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, Ford, 
Carter, George Bush, Reagan, Clinton, George W 
Bush

• B. Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, Ford, 
Carter, Clinton, George Bush, Reagan, George W 
Bush

• C. Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, Ford, 
Carter, Reagan, George Bush, Clinton, George W 
Bush

• D. Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, Ford, 
Carter, Reagan, George W Bush, Clinton, George 
Bush
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Non-responsive frattling is usually found 
in an:

• A. gringle
• B. janket
• C. kleppie
• D. uckerpod
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Which are exceptions to the law of 
lompicality?

• A. The miltrip and the nattercup
• B. The biffil panfrip
• C. The common quabbler
• D. The flanged ozzer.
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Which must be present for parbling to 
take place?

• A. Phlot and Runge
• B. Runge
• C. Stuke and Runge
• D. Runge and Treke.
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6. Use of Instant Presentations

• Used by TechDis over 40 times.
• We live throughout the UK, as do our 

colleagues.
• Varied audience.

• One location, one screen.
• One location, numerous computers.
• Numerous locations, numerous computers.

• Provide short, focussed presentations with 
screen sharing.



Unlocking Potential



Unlocking Potential

7. Online Interactions

Discussion Boards (asynchronous) / Chat 
(synchronous)

Advantages:
working from home, deaf students and staff
Time zones; time to consider answers (disadvantage in chat); remove prejudices 
Disadvantages:
slow typing - motor impairment, dyslexia, fatigue
difficult to do maths notation, diagrams are impossible?Lecturer losing personal 
time 

+ hearing; ASD; speech  - dyslexia; VIP
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Instant Messaging - Gabbly

• Visit the link – www.gabbly.com/www.techdis.ac.uk
• Gabbly will automatically open on over the web page
• Navigate the site 

and input your
comments 

1. Insert your user 
name 2. Insert your 

comments in 
the Chat pane

http://www.gabbly.com/www.techdis.ac.uk
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8. Use of an Interactive Whiteboard

• Benefits 
• Focus on understanding, not writing down
• Review and consolidate on the fly
• Capture learner responses

+ hearing; dyslexia; motor  - VIP
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9. Appropriate use of Audio

Add human voice to Word (Earlylife.doc)
Text to speech (Conebearer.mp3) 
PowerPoint action settings with audio clips on different 

images (Iceland student example plus spare slide!)
PowerPoint action settings with audio clips on the same 

image (global climate belts)
Camtasia – demo based on molecule image

+ hearing; dyslexia; ESOL; VIP   - deaf
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10. Higher Education Assistive 
Technology 1

TechDis funded a series of projects giving lecturers 
chance to try new technologies or techniques to 
make their teaching more inclusive

Three projects at this conference:
• O27 Peter Chevins – Parallel Sessions 4

• Talking Tactile Tablet

• O28 Jo Badge – Parallel Sessions 4
• Presentation soundtracks and podcasting

• P25 Rebecca McCready – Poster p262 in handbook
• ScreenRuler magnification software
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10. Higher Education Assistive 
Technology 2

• Gilhespy – College of St Mark & St John
• Accessible reusable learning objects

• Gkatzidou, Pearson & Bailey –Teesside Univ.
• iPod and Creative Zen with mobile Flash & MP3

• Pulman – Bournemouth University
• Nintendo DS Lite – Brain Training

• Romer – York University
• Mind mapping for essay and project writing

• www.techdis.ac.uk/getheatscheme
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11. Use of Mobile devices

• Accessibility pros and cons
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M-learning samples
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12. Low cost / no cost AT

• Dasher
• Screen tinter LITE
• Freemind
• Let me Type



Unlocking Potential

13. Collaboration Tools

• Wikis
• Blogs
• GoogleDocs
• Interwise
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Google Docs
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14. Web 2.0

• Online Networking and Collaboration tools
• Clouds – tagging
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Del.icio.us - http://del.icio.us/techdis

• Online favourite store for use internally and externally

http://del.icio.us/techdis
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Who can help you hit your students most 
effectively every time?
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15. Institutional Staff Roles 1-4

• Marketing
• Responsible for ‘outward face’ of university –

explicit/implicit messages. 
• Admissions and Induction / Registry

• Reflects on entire institution experience.
• Teaching and Learning / Staff Development

• Readiness of staff to understand and adapt to learner 
needs. Are specific issues being addressed?

• Library and Learning Resources
• Vital in support of truly independent learning. Must 

integrate with and fully understand teaching needs.
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15. Institutional Staff Roles 5-8

• Technical Teams
• Many conflicting technical issues – familiar desktop with 

preferences stored and elements of personalisation vs mass 
security and robustness.

• Learner Support Staff
• Crucial to draw together different players in a student’s 

education and ensure all are working in the same direction to 
support the learner needs

• Pastoral Care Systems
• Balance between disclosure of need (to one = to institution) 

and confidentiality / data protection. Clear top down 
guidance essential. 

• Examinations and Assessment
• Many different players all needing to understand complex 

issues. External guidance needed.
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16. External Support 

• TechDis (also Internal Support – Technology 
Change for Inclusion Project),

• Academy and Subject Network,
• Netskills, 
• ALT/CMALT, 
• AbilityNet, 
• SEDA.
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Contact Details

JISC TechDis Service
Higher Education Academy Building 

Innovation Way
York Science Park

York
YO10 5BR

helpdesk@techdis.ac.uk
www.techdis.ac.uk

mailto:helpdesk@techdis.ac.uk
http://www.techdis.ac.uk/
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