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Warning
explicit scenes of death!



• How to bring forensic pathology out of the 
crime scene and mortuary and into the 
classroom?

• How to engage, encourage and feed-back 
to students on something so practical in 
nature in a very time constrained 
environment?



• Using this system, students worked 
through 5 cases, encompassing 
death by drowning, fire, road traffic 
incident, shooting and natural 
disease. 

• In this way, students gained 
knowledge and skills in team-working, 
crime scene examination, forensic 
pathology, statement writing and 
presentation. 



• The correct findings from each Crime Scene 
were not the important consideration. 

• The student learning centred on complex 
problems which need not have one correct 
answer. 

• Students worked in a collaborative group to 
identify what they needed to learn in order to 
facilitate solving the problem. 

• They engaged in self-directed learning and then 
applied their new knowledge to the problem and 
reflected on what they had learned and the 
effectiveness of the strategies employed.

• In this way we became facilitators to the 
learning process rather than simple providers of 
knowledge.





Interpretations of the head injures







• The use of ‘MP3’ audio technology 
allowed for an in-depth feedback of the 
crime and the forensic pathology 
associated with it. 

• The asynchronous learning that this ‘mp3’
technology enabled allowed students to 
reflect on their performance and listen 
again, as required, to the feedback and 
make notes to improve their subsequent 
performances. 

• Learners can feel comfortable in learning 
from their own mistakes in privacy. 



• This system brings the crime-scene to 
the class-room and indeed the class-
room to the crime-scene. Future 
developments include the use of 
‘mp4’ technology to add video to this 
level of asynchronous feedback.



• Recording feedback in this             
way avoids the time constraints       
that are inherent in immediate 
feedback during a contact session, 
and discourages the domination of 
the session by a tutor. 


