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ALT-C roundup

Keynotes
Hans Rosling and Gapminder. 

Free the stats! 
Itiel Dror and cognitive overload. 

KISS! ‘Cartoon solutions’ and teach the habit
David Carvallo and the OLPC project

Using a laptop in situ to engage the learner and teach 
differently

http://www.gapminder.org/


ALT-C roundup

“People who lecture are more scared to fail 
than eager to succeed”



ALT-C roundup

Sessions
Gaming for learning – pedagogical attributes

Puzzle it out, or wander through Second Life
Use of IMS Learning Design – tool development

Visual construction of a course using a methodology
Formatting complex expressions for online 
delivery

Using web app to create complex expressions for use 
in a Web or Wiki



ALT-C roundup

VLE security and 
the trojan cookie 
exploit
If exploited, could be 
serious. OS community 
working on a fix



ALT-C Roundup

Learning Objects Prize
Diabetes simulation for type 1 – Keep Kate alive!
Inside the Sun
Using a Microscope 
Developing Reflective Writing Skills (arts +)
Perception, Mindsets and Creativity (employability.org) 
72hrs material

Collaboration, commerce and standard tools – less 
bespoke coding used. £21k/hr taught.
ESL students value online resources higher
Project XERTE for accessible Learning Object 
production. Content agnostic and transferable.

http://www.keele.ac.uk/depts/ms/Flash/microscope/microscope.htm


Mobile technologies in ALT-C and ALPS

SMS JISC Project (Melas)
Take-up good (10k messages) but 
interest soon fell
Cost concerns
Context confusion
Works as an additional support system

ALPS CETL
Mobile assessment with push 
technologies. Multi-media collections 
as a package
Works with convergent technologies

Horizon 
2D codes
Broadband contracts & video

http://qrcode.kaywa.com/


ALT-C roundup

Web applications (no install) are growing
Using social networks and applications beyond the 
University’s provision

Exposing the myth of unreliability and insecurity of 3rd party 
providers

Be aware of the conventional use and expectations 
of the various online spaces
The “era of the user” has started. Tools & 
knowledge openly available without having to attend 
HE
ALT-C “lacks discipline”



Keep in touch

Take newsfeeds
Blog teaching experiences or join a social 
network
Share bookmarks using del.icio.us, tag for us



links

Blogs (Institution or Net)
Microblogging – Twitter and Twhirl

Google reader to digest RSS feeds
New resource database “AIRDIP”
Social bookmarking – Delicious et al

Tagging strategies
Social networks – heabio ‘Ning’ site
Be aware of the growth of online apps – e.g. 
Mindmeister, Slideshare, SlideRocket
Video communications – Seesmic, Qik

https://elgg.leeds.ac.uk/chb6tm/weblog
http://wordpress.org/
http://twitter.com/
http://www.twhirl.org/
http://www.google.com/reader/
http://www.bioscience.heacademy.ac.uk/resources/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x66lV7GOcNU
http://heabio.ning.com/
http://www.mindmeister.com/maps/show_public/7029377
http://www.slideshare.net/Downes/the-future-of-online-learning-and-personal-learning-environments/
http://www.sliderocket.com/productTour.html
http://www.seesmic.com/
http://qik.com/video/113385


Survey outcomes

TIME!
Accreditation / value
Support
Finding resources
Developing the right skills
Sustainability of platform, technology, 
knowledge & content



Some findings

Build on existing resources
Align practice outwards
Listen to what students like & use
‘Design out’ problems
Manage expectations
Allow lots of time – it’s still never enough
Don’t panic
Don’t be too ambitious – small steps (US = LTA)
Plan your experts into the design process
Keep it simple
Share / Publish experience
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