
From Hand Therapist to Coastal 
Marine Biologist

By Sue Willis



My remit

• The learning experiences and challenges I 
faced when starting and during my degree

• The changes and difference in learning 
biology as an undergraduate student 
compared with secondary school



The beginnings…



How scary???



Cyber-student

The highs and lows…

• Needed good IT skills from the word go
• Remote access was essential and 

complicated!
• OK, accessing online lecture notes is not 

like being there but…
• My “Super Lecturer”



Millport, Isle of Cumbrae…



Practicals, practicals and more 
practicals…



Tobago…



The good, the bad and the ugly…

Good = Feedback on assignments

Bad = Late timetabling

Ugly = Monotonous Powerpoint lists!!!



And finally…



The end…or is it just 
the beginning!
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