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Approaches to the assessment of Approaches to the assessment of 
wblwbl..

Assessment related to Intended Assessment related to Intended 
OutcomesOutcomes

Three types of Three types of wblwbl
ExperienceExperience
Experiential learningExperiential learning
CompetencyCompetency--based placementsbased placements



Case studyCase study

Sandwich degreesSandwich degrees

Optional placement yearOptional placement year

Diverse placementsDiverse placements

Diverse geographical locationsDiverse geographical locations



Assessment: the way we were Assessment: the way we were ……

Notional Notional ‘‘pp’’ creditscredits

Simple assessment system:Simple assessment system:
Visiting tutorVisiting tutor’’s report s report –– one visit!one visit!
EmployerEmployer’’s reports report
Final report (4,000 words)Final report (4,000 words)

Pass / Fail systemPass / Fail system



An unsatisfactory state of affairs An unsatisfactory state of affairs ……

Excellent learning on placement is not Excellent learning on placement is not 
acknowledgedacknowledged

Cutting edge researchCutting edge research
Latest industrial developmentsLatest industrial developments
Treated as colleagues or graduatesTreated as colleagues or graduates
Authors on research papersAuthors on research papers
…… but outside academic framework!but outside academic framework!

Snapshot assessmentSnapshot assessment
Single visit by academic tutorSingle visit by academic tutor
Little or no tracking or steering of Little or no tracking or steering of 
learninglearning



An unsatisfactory state of affairs An unsatisfactory state of affairs …… contcont’’dd

No negotiation of learningNo negotiation of learning
Student learning directed only by work Student learning directed only by work 
supervisorsupervisor
Supervisor often unsure of universitySupervisor often unsure of university’’s s 
expectationsexpectations
Little opportunity for student Little opportunity for student –– tutor tutor ––
supervisor interactionssupervisor interactions

Poor pedagogyPoor pedagogy
Learning not adequately captured by Learning not adequately captured by 
single report and snapshot visitsingle report and snapshot visit



Wish list Wish list ……

Students to be rewarded for high quality Students to be rewarded for high quality 
placement learning with real academic credit. placement learning with real academic credit. 
Students to negotiate learning with Students to negotiate learning with 
supervisor and tutor.supervisor and tutor.
Tutors to track & assess learning remotely Tutors to track & assess learning remotely 
and more frequently.and more frequently.
Greater communication between student, Greater communication between student, 
tutor and supervisor.tutor and supervisor.



Pedagogic approach Pedagogic approach ……

Deconstruct placement year.Deconstruct placement year.
Final year module; 20 L3 creditsFinal year module; 20 L3 credits

Assessment based on criteria for Assessment based on criteria for 
awarding academic credit.awarding academic credit.

Learning outcomesLearning outcomes
Level of learningLevel of learning
Assessments that meet LosAssessments that meet Los
Notional learning timeNotional learning time

Portfolio of learning approach.Portfolio of learning approach.



Pedagogic approach Pedagogic approach …… contcont’’dd

Final ReportFinal Report

Year PlacementYear Placement

SupervisorSupervisor’’s s 
ReportReport

TutorTutor’’s Visit s Visit 
& Report& Report

Learning Learning 
agreementagreement

Year PlacementYear Placement

Task 1Task 1 Task 2Task 2 Task 3Task 3 Task 4Task 4 Task 5Task 5

Modular approachModular approach



Anatomy of a task Anatomy of a task ……

Description of taskDescription of task

TaskTask Learning outcomesLearning outcomes
Generic skillsGeneric skills
Specific skillsSpecific skills
Evidence of learningEvidence of learning
Justification of levelJustification of level
ReflectionReflection



Consequences of new pedagogic Consequences of new pedagogic 
approach approach ……

PositivePositive
Greater clarity of studentsGreater clarity of students’’ placement placement 
learninglearning
Alignment of academic criteria with Alignment of academic criteria with 
modules delivered at the universitymodules delivered at the university
Greater involvement of tutor in the Greater involvement of tutor in the 
learning processlearning process

NegativeNegative
Greater involvement of tutor in learning Greater involvement of tutor in learning 
process process –– time coststime costs
Difficulty in viewing a paperDifficulty in viewing a paper--based based 
portfolioportfolio



Birth of Profile Birth of Profile ……

TrackTrack--record of producing webrecord of producing web--based based 
solutionssolutions

First institutional VLEFirst institutional VLE
Early adopter of internet technologiesEarly adopter of internet technologies

Ability to adapt internet technologiesAbility to adapt internet technologies
to track student learning remotelyto track student learning remotely
Production of a webProduction of a web--based ebased e--portfolio portfolio 
systemsystem

Work supported by HEFCEWork supported by HEFCE



Basis of the Profile eBasis of the Profile e--portfolio portfolio ……
Work supervisorWork supervisor

Password protected ePassword protected e--portfolioportfolio

StudentStudent TutorTutorLALA T1T1 T2T2 T3T3

imageimage WordWord ExcelExcel PPTPPT

Communication toolCommunication tool

WebWeb--formsforms



Features of ProfileFeatures of Profile
FreeFree--standingstanding

Not constrained by limitations of Not constrained by limitations of 
commercial commercial VLEsVLEs
LifeLife--long access to your portfoliolong access to your portfolio

CustomCustom--written programswritten programs
tailored to meet specific needstailored to meet specific needs

Devolved managementDevolved management

Simple administrationSimple administration



Demo of ProfileDemo of Profile



The Role of FormsThe Role of Forms
FormsForms are lifeblood of administrative tasks are lifeblood of administrative tasks 
Fine details differFine details differ……
……but all share but all share common featurescommon features……

DistributionDistribution
HelpHelp
AttachmentsAttachments
SubSub--sectionssections
HandHand--in/filingin/filing

We have emulated these on the webWe have emulated these on the web……
We provide the We provide the common featurescommon features, you provide , you provide specific formsspecific forms
Result is a Result is a highly flexiblehighly flexible recording system recording system –– ProfileProfile++

HelpHelpForm AForm A
Fred Fred 

BloggsBloggs
John SmithJohn Smith



ProfileProfile++: Forms: Forms
AdministratorAdministrator can create forms (can create forms (egeg using FrontPage) and using FrontPage) and 
upload to the realmupload to the realm

Form AForm A

Admin

SupervisorAcademicStudent



ProfileProfile++: Forms: Forms
AdministratorAdministrator can make form available to particular type of can make form available to particular type of 
loggedlogged--on useron user

Form AForm A

Admin

Student Supervisor

Academic

Form AForm A



ProfileProfile++: Form Instructions: Form Instructions
Form might contain links to Instruction/Help webForm might contain links to Instruction/Help web--pagespages

Form AForm AForm AForm AForm AForm A
InstructionsInstructions

HelpHelp

Admin

Student Supervisor

Academic



Profile: Form ElementsProfile: Form Elements
AdministratorAdministrator can restrict form can restrict form elementselements to particular userto particular user--typetype

egeg namename field to STUDENTfield to STUDENT
egeg ‘‘signsign--offoff’’ fields to ACADEMIC and SUPERVISORfields to ACADEMIC and SUPERVISOR

Form AForm A
InstructionsInstructions

Admin

Student Supervisor

Academic

Form AForm A
InstructionsInstructions

Name (Student):Name (Student):

Confirm (Academic): Confirm (Academic): 

Confirm  (Supervisor):Confirm  (Supervisor):

HelpHelp











ProfileProfile++: Invitations: Invitations

Form AForm A
InstructionsInstructions

Form recipient (STUDENT) can invite Form recipient (STUDENT) can invite specificspecific ACADEMIC(sACADEMIC(s) ) 
and and SUPERVISOR(sSUPERVISOR(s) to fill in designated parts of form) to fill in designated parts of form

Simply chooses from list and system handlesSimply chooses from list and system handles
invitation/decline/accept automatically via emailinvitation/decline/accept automatically via email

Admin

Student Supervisor

Academic

Form AForm A
InstructionsInstructions

Name (Student):Name (Student):

Confirm (Academic): Confirm (Academic): 

Confirm  (Supervisor):Confirm  (Supervisor):

HelpHelp



ProfileProfile++: Supporting Evidence: Supporting Evidence
If enabled, recipient (STUDENT) can upload files to attach to foIf enabled, recipient (STUDENT) can upload files to attach to formrm

notification sent to notification sent to ‘‘sharerssharers’’ via email when file uploadedvia email when file uploaded
email contains email contains ‘‘quickquick--viewview’’ link link 

Form AForm A
InstructionsInstructions

EvidenceEvidence

Admin

Student Supervisor

Academic

Form AForm A
InstructionsInstructions

Name (Student):Name (Student):

Confirm (Academic): Confirm (Academic): 

Confirm  (Supervisor):Confirm  (Supervisor):

HelpHelp

my.docmy.doc



Profile: ConversationsProfile: Conversations

Form AForm A
InstructionsInstructions

This feature supports communication between This feature supports communication between ‘‘sharerssharers’’
Can add to it while logged onCan add to it while logged on

this generates emails to othersthis generates emails to others
email includes email includes ‘‘quickquick--view/replyview/reply’’ linklink

ConversationConversation

EvidenceEvidence

I need I need 
adviceadvice

Admin

Student Supervisor

Academic

Form AForm A
InstructionsInstructions

Name (Student):Name (Student):

Confirm (Academic): Confirm (Academic): 

Confirm  (Supervisor):Confirm  (Supervisor):

HelpHelp

my.docmy.doc



ProfileProfile++: : ‘‘Handing inHanding in’’

Form AForm A
InstructionsInstructions

AdministratorAdministrator can arrange for form to be can arrange for form to be ‘‘lockedlocked’’ once certain once certain 
form elements completed (form elements completed (egeg ‘‘signsign--offoff’’ checkboxes)checkboxes)
AdministratorAdministrator can get can get ‘‘snapshotsnapshot’’ of current state of formsof current state of forms

ConversationConversation

EvidenceEvidence

I need I need 
adviceadvice

Admin

Student Supervisor

Academic

Form AForm A
InstructionsInstructions

Name (Student):Name (Student):

Confirm (Academic): Confirm (Academic): 

Confirm  (Supervisor):Confirm  (Supervisor):

HelpHelp

my.docmy.doc



Version 3Version 3
Greater devolved managementGreater devolved management

AdministratorsAdministrators can create subcan create sub--realms, etc.realms, etc.

Different grades of accountDifferent grades of account……
full full ‘‘citizenscitizens’’ through to through to ‘‘self signself sign--upup’’

More flexibility re types of userMore flexibility re types of user
currently limited to STUDENT etccurrently limited to STUDENT etc

More/better management via emailMore/better management via email
egeg email reminders of deadlinesemail reminders of deadlines

More options re control of form elementsMore options re control of form elements
egeg ‘‘datedate’’, intra, intra-- and interand inter--form dependencyform dependency

Better reporting proceduresBetter reporting procedures

Full audit trailFull audit trail
egeg everyevery change to form recordedchange to form recorded

Other Other ‘‘genericgeneric’’ suggestions made by userssuggestions made by users……



Profile : Profile : More than placementsMore than placements……++
Reflection/PDP/Progress Files?Reflection/PDP/Progress Files?

Verified records for potential employers?Verified records for potential employers?

Integration of professional qualifications?Integration of professional qualifications?
CoCo--terminus Biomedical Sciences? terminus Biomedical Sciences? 
degree/laboratory training degree/laboratory training State RegistrationState Registration

Other disciplines?Other disciplines?
Taught Doctorate in Psychology?Taught Doctorate in Psychology?
Nursing degree placements?Nursing degree placements?

CPD?CPD?

QuestionnaireQuestionnaire--based research?based research?
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