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Two key themes for Two key themes for 
Practical Work curriculumPractical Work curriculum

•• SubjectSubject--specific practical contentspecific practical content
–– Support/extension of lecture contentSupport/extension of lecture content
–– Technical skills training and practiceTechnical skills training and practice
–– ResearchResearch--related activity (experimental related activity (experimental 

design, data collection and analysis, etc)design, data collection and analysis, etc)

•• Generic (PTS) contentGeneric (PTS) content



Generic (PTS) skillsGeneric (PTS) skills

•• Diverse array of skills including Diverse array of skills including 
–– Interpersonal and communication, Interpersonal and communication, 
–– officeoffice--related skills and computing, related skills and computing, 
–– Numeracy, statistics and data Numeracy, statistics and data 

handlinghandling
–– Organisation and management Organisation and management 
–– study skillsstudy skills



The key issues to considerThe key issues to consider

•• Which skills are appropriate for Which skills are appropriate for 
development by practical work?development by practical work?

•• Do we have time in the curriculum?Do we have time in the curriculum?
•• Overt or Covert skills development?Overt or Covert skills development?
•• Integrated or independent of course Integrated or independent of course 

subject content?subject content?
•• Working Working 

–– in groups (encourages development of in groups (encourages development of 
teamwork) or teamwork) or 

–– as individuals (development of individual as individuals (development of individual 
skills)skills)



Feedback and DevelopmentFeedback and Development

•• Major workload problem in early years of Major workload problem in early years of 
the curriculumthe curriculum

•• Training of support staff Training of support staff 
•• Peer Learning and Peer Assessment needs Peer Learning and Peer Assessment needs 

development in early yearsdevelopment in early years
•• Practical work outcomes need clear Practical work outcomes need clear 

specification and integrationspecification and integration
•• Marking criteria for practical work need Marking criteria for practical work need 

developmentdevelopment
•• Good practice needs identifying and Good practice needs identifying and 

disseminatingdisseminating



A Case studyA Case study

•• Ten 3h Ten 3h practicalspracticals > 5> 5
•• Previous content no longer possiblePrevious content no longer possible
•• Forced change in Focus to limited but  Forced change in Focus to limited but  

‘‘excitingexciting’’ materialsmaterials
•• Emphasis changed from individuals to Emphasis changed from individuals to 

pairs/teamspairs/teams
•• Incorporation of skills content in Incorporation of skills content in 

context of context of ‘‘interestinginteresting’’ subjects and subjects and 
teamworkingteamworking



3h lab.
Introduction to PhylumIntroduction to Phylum 50 students

Group examination of
All specimens

Group examination of
All specimens 5 groups of 10

Pairwork
Specimen A
Pairwork

Specimen A
Pairwork

Specimen B
Pairwork

Specimen B
Pairwork

Specimen C
Pairwork

Specimen C

Pairs report verbally to other members of 
group

On their specimen

Pairs report verbally to other members of 
group

On their specimen

Completion of laboratory report
Xword puzzles, etc

Completion of laboratory report
Xword puzzles, etc

Marking and formative
feedback on verbal and 

Written Work 



TodayToday

•• Discussion opportunities interspersed Discussion opportunities interspersed 
by stimulating presentationsby stimulating presentations
–– The value of skills for employability = The value of skills for employability = 

Ian HughesIan Hughes
–– Problem solving and numeracy =Problem solving and numeracy =
–– Assessment of PTS = Jonathan Assessment of PTS = Jonathan WeyersWeyers
–– Sharing actual experience: the Practical Sharing actual experience: the Practical 

Compendium project = Jackie WilsonCompendium project = Jackie Wilson
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