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1l Presentations Oral Presentations

ng Visual Aids... Whather vou'te giving a presentation to your peers as part of your coursewark or speaking at a conference, there

ucturing Your are a nurmber of key points to rememberwhen preparing your presentations. These include:
ssentation...
o usingwisual aids effectively

« structuring your presentation

« making effective use of wourvoice
& dealing with nernes

» dealing with audience guestions.

dience Questions

ng Your Voice
actively...

rolling Your Nerves

ster Presentations... . ) . . . . .
If you're presenting to a small audience, it's commaon to give each member a capy of your handouts (complete with ywour contact details). Using

ahjects to emphasize a point wou're making can he a good idea, but remember that it can be disruptive to have too many abjects, or large
ohjects, passed around the audience.

s \Wiva Voce...

Dr Julian Park, Senior Lecturer at the University of Reading, discusses what he looks for in student presentations Play ()
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nosing Your Research Help Sheet

In many cases yvou will be told the broad area in which vou need to underake research. Howewer, ifyou have been diven a free choice of topic,
for example foryour final year project, but are strugoling to identifi a research question on which to focus then the following may help to structure
wour thoughts. (Click here ifyou would like to print these points out as a checklist in hard copy)

ntifying Research
pstions

nosing Your Research

astion... Harve you heen provided with topic guidelines? If so what are they?

ou're Having Problems... YWhat topics have you enjoved studving ar are interested to learn more about?
Ip Sheet

Wirite dowen the research topics which you are aware ofthat take place inyour Department
search as Coursework

Are there any topics {f know) which are relevant to wour future career aspirations?
ore You Begin Your yiopics ( ) y 0

search Are there any skills that vou feel it waould be useful for vou to develop further?

otheses...
Are there any areas of research that do not interest you?

Diowou have access to research projects from students in previous years? If so, are there any that are of padicular interest?

Bl you have some ideas onwhat yvou arefare not interested in, and the research that's currently going on in your department, who il
vou approach to discuss vou ideas?
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Getting Started | Reviewing Litarature | Planning Research 5ta
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Finding Scientific Papers

The guickest and easiest way to search for relevant papers is to use an on-line database eg CAB Abstracts or
IS Weh of Science. You should have access to these through your University libran's home page. These
databases work in a similarsway toyvouor library database inwhich you type inyour keyword search and then view

the 'hits".

Searching for papers does take time and patience; if yvou try and rush your search you could miss interesting
and important papers. When yvou start vour search, make your kewword search as broad as possible. For
example, if you were investigating the effect of aluminium toxicity on tropical forage legumes, your first search

term could be ‘aluminium and plants”.

If wou were researching the effect of organic farming technigques on invertebrate biodiversity, what search terms would you

uze’y
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alysing Your Data... Calculating Probabilities

le Introduction... You have a tropical fish tank that containg 21 Mean tetras (Paracheirodon innesi and four Clown Loach
an (Chromoboliz macracanthus). Ifyod captured one in a net, what is the probahility of it being a clown loach??
dian and Mode _
(JUency
trilmmtion
nsformations

You accidentally add wour three Maris Piper seed potatoes to a bag of 90 King Edwards. What is the probability

riance, Standard ofyou picking aut a Maris Piper?

viations and Standard

ol
Answer

habilities and
nfidence Intervals...

Iculating Probabilities

You've Mastered the The zookeeper has left the cage doors open and the two male Siberian tiners (Panthara Horls aitaics) escape
ZICS... into the fermale compound, which contains 20 animals. What is the probahility of the first tiger vou catch being
male?
1S to Help...
ssenting Your Data...

pendices

hlishing Your Data

=== Previous Page === === Mext Page ===

Term= of |lse

re 58 Local inkranet




Edit  Wiew  Fawvorites

Tools  Help

Back - -\‘_’:,l @ @ :_“;j pﬁearch “E:n‘\?Favnrites @ Bv .,{_; Ii-"] - |_J ﬁ ‘3

55 |@ hkkp: v, engageinresearch, ac,uk/seckion_3)quick_aquiz. shtml V| G0 Lir

Home | Introduction | About Us | Contact Us | Site hBp | Accessibility

E nG nG E The interactive research resource for bioscience students

nning Your Research

erent Research
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at Will | Need?...
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Will You Collect Your

icipate Problems

e Management the Easy

Getting Started | Reviewing Literature | Flanning Eesearch PS5
Introduction * Planning Your Research » Quick Quiz
Quick Quiz
Testyour understanding of planning your research by answering these short questions:
Cuestion 1. Which ofthese statements hest describes Experimental, Observational and QOpinion-hased research:
identifving opinions through the use of sunveys, questionnaires andfor focus groups
using state-of-the-art equipment in a labaratory
application of a treatmentto an experimental unitin the presence of 3 contral

the study of communities and their interactions
warking in the field?

Answer

Question 2. Primary data is ..

Lo w1

a. data collected solely from a laboratongfield situation
h.  data collected by the researcher and used by someone else
r. collected and used by the researcher.

Arnswer

Cuestion 3. Sarah is conducting an experiment looking at the effects of three chilling temperatures on the number of flowers produced by
carnation plants. Can you identify;

a. thetreatment
h. the expetimental unit
r.  asuitable control?
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Introduction » How Do | .07

HowDol ... ?

This section is designed to give wou guick hints and tips about a paricular subject area. On each padge the
information can be downloaded as a PDF and printed out for future reference. For more detailed information about a

subject, follow the links within the relevant pages below, or see the site Home pade.

& Start Out ...

» etting started with my research
« developing hypotheses.

\ Review Literature ...

& finding literature
« evaluating the quality ofweh sites

« reading effectively.

Essentials ...

s manading my time effectively
o statistically analysing my data

1. P 1 Al

[

-

A

Write ...

e wiiting scientifically

« wiiting an ahstract

& using and citing references

e Using the Harvard referencing system

e« publishing my research.

- Present ...

e diving an oral presentation
« presenting a poster
« preparing far my viva.
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