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Have you ever used free, online, open access, 
educational resources?

1 = Never

2 = Occasionally

3 = Regularly

4 = A lot

5 = An awful lot



Do you know what open educational resources 
and reusable learning objects are?

1 = Definitely not

2 = Not really

3 = Unsure

4 = I think so

5 = Definitely yes



New initiatives to improve the 
production and development of 
sharable learning and teaching 
materials

Creative Commons and Open Content
• Licence models to encourage sharing 

without fear and proper attribution

•Open Educational Resources
• What’s different about the OER 

approach?
• OER Phase 1 and 2 (3 to follow)



Sharing learning and teaching 
resources could be more effective
than it currently is, to improve the 
student learning experience 

True
False
No idea



Competition between institutions (in 
the same disciplines) will be more 
effective than collaboration to 
improve the overall student learning 
experience

True
False
No Idea



So how can we improve the discovery and 
use of Open Educational resources in the 
biosciences?

• Task agents to do some discovery
• Evaluate supporting networks and mechanisms
• Make stronger links with the learned societies
• Share stories of how effective the supporting projects 
have been
• Find resources worth ‘boosting’ to gain supporters and 
enhancements
• Bridge into other appropriate professional groups



OeRBITAL

MediaWiki based 

project Wiki

http://heabiowiki.leeds.ac.uk/oerbital/index.php/Main_Page


OeRBITAL



OeRBITAL: Zebrafish in the Classroom



OeRBITAL: Zebrafish in the Classroom



Clinical pharmacology & Therapeutics



Interactive Clinical pharmacology



Interactive Clinical pharmacology



Interactive Clinical pharmacology

Discuss, with the people around you, the arguments for 
and against the use of online, open access educational 

resources 

This side of the room

Arguments  FOR their use

(explain how OER and Open 
Content 

can really work
for institution, staff and students)

This side of the room

Arguments  AGAINST their use

(identify real barriers to OER and 
Open Content development and 

use)

Ask questions openly; record decisions on post-it



Open Educational Resources

After today’s workshop, I

1 = am still not going to use OERs

2 = will decrease my current usage of OERs 

3 = will start to use OERs 

4 = will increase further my current usage of OERs  

5 = will continue with my already extensive use of OERs



Open Educational Resources

Any questions?

OeRBITAL Wiki: http://heabiowiki.leeds.ac.uk/oerbital/

OeRBITAL Project: http://www.bioscience.heacademy.ac.uk/resources/oer/

Dave Lewis (discipline consultant):  d.i.lewis@leeds.ac.uk

Terry McAndew (Project Manager):  t.j.mcandrew@leeds.ac.uk

Chris Taylor (Project Officer): c.d.taylor@leeds.ac.uk
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