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Short description of content:

Proceedi ngs of a workshop held at the Wenner-Gren Centre in Stockhol m (1999).
The book conprises 12 chapters fromand international group of educationalists,
acadenics and I CT technol ogists. The text is also available electronically at
http://vu. portl andpress. com

Further Information:
Intended audience level (tick all that apply):

L] General L] HE Advanced/ Postgraduate

L] A Level / Access X Staff development

L] HE Introductory L] Not classified

L] HE Levels 1-3

L] Undergraduate Level 1 L] Not applicable

L] Undergraduate Level 2

L] Undergraduate Level 3 Other (please specify): academics, administrators
and planners, those interested in distance
education




Main discipline area of application (chose from list below):

Other discipline areas covered (check boxes applicable):

L] Agriculture [ ] Anatomy and Physiology
L] Animal Science and Management L] Biochemistry
L] Aquaculture and Management L] Bioinformatics
L] Crop & Grassland Science & Management L] Cellular and Molecular Biology
L] Food Science & Technology L] Ecology
L] Forestry L] Genetics
L] Horticulture L] Immunology
L] Soil Science and Management L] Microbiology
L] Neuroscience
L] Education in Bioscience (e.g. maths for Bioscientists | [ ] Pharmacology
L] Plant Science
X Generic Learning and Teaching [ ] Systematics
[] Zoology

Other (please specify):

Summary:

Academic Content: O] Poor ] Below Average X Average [] Above Average
Usefulness to student: [ Poor J Below Average 0 Average [ Above Average
Usefulness to teacher: [ Poor ] Below Average X Average [ Above Average
Meets objectives: O Poor ] Below Average X Average [ Above Average
Accuracy: O Poor ] Below Average X Average [ Above Average
Review:

VWhat will the university be like in the next nmilleniun? The prenmise in this book
is that in the future cyberspace will deternine how people |earn, socialise and

wor k, and that therefore universities must rethink their organisation. Until now
uni versities have had a monopoly in creating and brokering know edge: this is no
| onger be the case. Information and conmmuni cation technol ogy (1CT) has changed
the way in which people learn. Students are now nuch nore likely to go to the
Internet than the Library.

The book, the outcome of an October 1999 Wirrkshop will be of interest to
uni versity planners and to anyone thinking about converting a course to distance
delivery. Chapter 1 (“Universities in the network society”) provides an overview
of where we are today contrasting the university with which we are faniliar
(buildings, libraries, classrooms and | aboratories) with the virtual university
where the whole world of learning is connected with you through your conputer.

Chapter 2 is about the real options for wvirtual wuniversities: the cost of
establishing a virtual university is now |low conpared with a bricks-and-nortar
establishnment. If a real university is a place where mnds can neet, a scholarly
comunity, not merely a repository of information, is ICT is creating such a
comunity even as it destroys the inportance of physical place? Anyone with an
Internet connection can now enjoy the pleasure of neeting with |ike-m nded
i ndi vi dual s outside one’s own institution.

Chapter 3 states what needs to be done in converting to distance education,
including IPR issues. The author suggests that institutions should ask: “Where
are we now?", "Where do we want to be n years ahead?", and, "How do we get there
from here?” These are questions that the average acadeni c or acadeni ¢ nanager
can conprehend. The author of chapter 4 points out that the inportance for
education of information technology is that it enables the objectification of
know edge thus making know edge storable, transnmittable over distance and
interactively accessible. Chapter 5 deals with nodels for web-based education
and draws on experience in Dutch universities (the Open University of the
Net herl ands) and chapter 6 deals with assessnent. It will have to be recognised
that effective and efficient systens for performance assessment and of ways of



assessing di fferent aspects of students’ conpetencies will have to be devel oped.
The systenms of assessment nmostly wused in the Wstern world so far are
characterised by (i) instruction and assessnment being separate activities, the
former being the responsibility of the teacher and the latter the responsibility
of the neasurenent expert; (ii) the test plan and the criteria for evaluating
test performance, etc, are not usually shared with students and remain a nystery
to them (iii) the itens and tests are synthetic, being unrelated to real life
experience; (iv) the mpjority of test itenms are of the choice format, exani ning
knowl edge in a decontextualised way as discrete units of subject matter; and (v)
tests are usually adninistered as pen and paper tests under time constraints and
where the use of helping materials and tools is forbidden (alnpbst the conplete
opposite of how people in the real world solve probl ens).

Chapter 7 deals with teaching by conbining handbooks and websites, giving nore
exanpl es of the Dutch experience for exanple with the project coordinated by the
Institute of Medical Informatics in Erasmus University, Rotterdam Chapter 8 is
about action to drive learning for innovation in Small and Medium Enterprises,
and chapter 9 deals with institutional and societal inplications of the virtua
university. Chapter 10 is about experiences in Korea: the author uses the term
andraversity (from andragogy, learning by adults, conpared wth pedagogy,
learning by children). Chapter 11 deals wth the developments in virtua
universities and their inplication for university policy and how traditiona

concrete universities will react to the threat of the e-university, and Chapter
12 is a sunmmary nentioning challenges for the future The conclusions are that
ICT will have a nmmjor inpact on teaching and learning, and that different

institutions will have to develop strategies to react to this challenge.



