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A little history

=Command files are programs
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Variables

........

Up to 255 characters
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Naming rules for variables

total_count
love potion no 9

In The Big Inning
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Referencing variables
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111 1burp

'value of burp

returns

ed
! 'burp



Manipulating variables

setvar expression
input var name ;prompt=prompt ;wait=secs
deletevar var name

showvar var name

showvar hp(d

deletevar te#fp?x@
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Types of expressions

=Strings

"Flamingo Row" + "!color" - "PINK"

“Integer
3700 - ('total amount / 'total count)

'batch job and 'hpjobcount < 10
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Functions

if 1ft("'in str"),1) = "Y" then
setvar pos val abs('in val - 10)
if typeof(my var) = 0 then

ups (string) upshift string
- / =
str (string, Start, count) extract string

pos (find string, source) locate string
finfo ("file name", functi varies according to
function

Programming the ClI 9



Flow control

if expression then while expression
else endwhile

elseif

endif

if "'hpjobname" = "MANAGER" then

setvar line count 0
while 'line count < 10
setvar line count 'line count + 1
echo Line count is !line count
endwhile
endif
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Command files

=Can be variable or fixed length
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Command file structure

“parm local parameter declaration
anyparm
option declaration
MPE command

MPE command
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Example of command file

parm amt=0,name="Madame Zelda"

if 'amt=0 then
echo usage: getit amt,name
return

endif

setvar total amt = 'amt * 20

echo The total would be !total amount,
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More flow control

Two more commands that work in command files:
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More about command files

setit flavor='"tiger tiger"
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" Local variables

~Create with the parm line

........

~-Can be string, numeric or boolean

........

»-Can only be referenced in an expression

»-Valid as long as the command file is executing

Programming the CI

16



I/0 redirection

-p

=Use ">>" to redirect output and append to file

echo The time is 'hptime > tempfile
echo The date is 'hpdate >> tempfile

~-Output goes to temporary file
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Trick #1

input my var < tempfile

setvar my var rtrim(my var)

print tempfile;start=2;end=2 > tempfil2
input my var 2 < tempfil2
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Variable dereferencing

setvar hpprompt "!'hpgroup !'hptime:"
This sets hpprompt to "lhpgroup !hptime:"

setvar c¢cnt 5
setvar month 'cnt "May"

echo Month 'cnt contains !'month_!cnt'
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Trick #2

setvar my cmd "setvar apple ""orange"""

'my cmd

setvar month no 0
while 'month no < 12
setvar month no 'month no + 1
input month'!month no, &
"Enter nbr days in month !'month no>"
endwhile
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Reincarnation of variables

purge varsave
setvar month no 0
while 'month no < 12

setvar month no 'month no + 1

echo setvar month !'month no !'month !'month no

>> wvarsave
endwhile
save varsave
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»:Phone.cmd
anyparm in name
run grep.hpbin.sys; &

info="-1i '!
in name', PHONES"
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Using command files inside Qedit
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/listqgj 'line no
/text 'in file
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Undocumented Qedit Trick (:/)

»To redirect /O, prefix Qedit commands with a ":

:/list 'line no > tempfile
:/del first/* > $null

:/ver zz > tempzz

“If zz = 1/10, Tempzz will contain SET ZZ 1/10

Programming the ClI 24



How to learn programming the CI

while !'awake
'program the ci

endwhile
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