Utica, partners offer
new academic programs

B School districts join forces
in advanced studies initiative.

By Frank DeFrank
Macomb Daily Staff Writer

Up to 225 ninth-graders from three Macomb County
school districts will be eligible for two advanced pro-
grams to be offered by Utica Community Schools next
fall,

The Center for Science and Industry and the Utica
Academy for International Studies will enable stu-
dentsto receive advanced technical training or pursue
an International Baccalaureate Diploma.

Both programs also are available to students in the
Armada Area Schools and Mount Clemens Communi-
ty Schools districts as part of a partnership the dis-
tricts formed last vear to secure a federal grant.

“We are extremely proud to be able to offer two more
comprehensive and challenging academic programs
for our students,” said Christine Johns, Utica superin-
tendent.

“Utica Community Schools has a well-deserved rep-
utation for providing a high-guality and riporous
learning environment for its students.”

The Center for Science and Industry program is a 4-
year program that will focus on advanced training in
engineering technology, mechatrumw and multi-
media technology,

Course offerings can introduce students to profes-
sions like engineering, industrial robotics and anto-
motive engineering,

In its first year, the program will enroll 100 ninth-
graders. Officials plan to expand the program by one
grade each vear,

“The Center for Sciénce and Industry is perfect for
students who want a career in technology and want to
see the 'why' and relevance of their high school course
work " Johns said.
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portunities at all levels, including job shaduwmg
mentoring and wurk-sﬂe internships.”

The Utica Academy for International Studies, the
Baccalaureate program, sets rigorous standards for
students who will focus their studies in six areas:
math, science, world literature, world history, English
and a second language and subject chosen by the stu-
dent. Students also are expected to participate in fine
arts, physical activity and community service
projects.

Students who earn an International Baccalaureate
Diploma typically are welcomed at colleges and uni-
versities worldwide as among the best students.

The first-year enrollment in the Academy for Inter-
national Studies is limited to 125 ninth-graders. Plans
call for annual expansion until an estimated 500 stu-
dents will be enrolled for the 2011-2012 school year,

Admission to the advanced programs will require
students to take admission exams and meet other

criteria, meludmg pmvldlng remmmendaunns from
teachers.

Last July, Utica, Armada and Mount Clemens
school officials received a $2.5 million grant from the
U.S. Department of Education to create and imple-
ment advanced programs to benefit students from all
three communities,

The Center for Science and Industry and the Utica
Academy for International Studies are part of that ini-
tiative. Both programs are open tostudents in Armada
and Mount Clemens as well as Utica.

Arnold Knmmerow, superintendent of Armada
Area Schools, said his district and Mount Clemens,
like Utica, also will offer opportunities to students in
the pariner districts.

Armada’s Macomb Acadeiny of Arts and Sciences,
for example, will be expanded and seats will be avai
able for students from the other districts.

“We also plan to start next year a middle school
arademy of arts and sciences,” he said.

For more Information on the programs, aall {586}

797-6804. i
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