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Preface

WITH NO APOLOGIES, IT IS THE INTENT OF THIS BOOK TO
WARN ASMANY PEOPLE ASPOSSIBLE ABOUT THE ABUNDANT
BIBLICAL EVIDENCE THAT THE END OF THE WORLD IS
ALMOST HERE. THE END OF THE WORLD ISTHAT AWESOME
AND TERRIBLE MOMENT WHEN JESUSCHRIST, THE SUPREME
RULER OF MANKIND, WILL COMPLETE THE JUDGMENT

PROCESSTHAT BEGAN IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN WHEN ADAM
AND EVE DISOBEYED GOD.

Each and every unsaved person will experience the full wrath of God.
If Christ hasnot paid the penalty for your sins, youwill experiencethefull wrath
of God.

No one likes to talk about this kind of information. Nothing could be
moredemoralizing. Itisfar easier tolivein completedenial, secretly hoping that
all of thistalk of judgment day isjust talk and is not to be taken serioudly.

However, when we know that the Bible is absolutely true and
authoritative, we are commanded to tell the world al that the Bible teaches
concerning that awesome event. The true believersin Christ have no option.
They must warn the world of impending judgment. The prophet Jonah, for
example, wascommanded by God to goto Nineveh towarn that wicked city that
in 40 days, God would destroy them. Jonah was not at al happy to take that
terrible newsto Nineveh, but, finally, he did obey. Wonderfully, the people of
Nineveh repented and humbly pleaded with God, hoping that God would have
mercy onthem. And God did have mercy onthem, and God did not destroy their
city.

Thesituation isthe sametoday, except thewholeworldisinview. The
timeislessthanfour years, rather than 40 days. Whilethewholecity of Nineveh
repented, the whole world of our day will not repent. However, the good hews
isthat the Bible declares that a great multitude, which no man could number,
will humbly plead with God for mercy, and agreat harvest of people, whom God
has chosen to save, will be given eternal life, and they will escape thejudgment
of God, which they deserve because of their sins.

A very common assertion is made, especially by those who are
members of local churches, that Christ will come as athief in the night. Thus,
they contend that no one should be interested in attempting to learn from the
Bible what God says about the timing of the end of the world.

These dear people are correct. The Bible does teach that for many
people, Christwill comeasathief inthenight. Wereadin| Thessalonians5:2-3:
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For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the L ord so cometh
asathief in the night. For when they shall say, Peace and safety;
then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a
woman with child; and they shall not escape.

But then the Bible saysin verses 4-6:

But ye, brethren, arenct in darkness, that that day should overtake
you as athief. Ye are all the children of light, and the children of
the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. Thereforelet us
not sleep, asdo others; but let uswatch and be sober.

Theseversesareteaching that therearetwo kindsof peopleintheworld
who realizethat thisworld will cometo an end, at which time God will separate
the saved from the unsaved. Both groupsknow that the unsaved will experience
thefull wrath of God, and that thosewho have become saved will beforever with
Christinthe greatest happiness and glory.

One group includes many people who believe they are saved, but in
reality, they arenot saved. They arenot awarethat in our day, God hasrevealed,
intheBible, agreat amount of informationthat relatesto thetimeline of history,
al theway to theend of theworld, and they do not caretotry tolearn all that the
Bibleteaches. They are confident that they have become saved, and therefore,
it really makesno differencewhen Christ will come. For them, Hewill comeas
a thief in the night. But sadly, these verses teach that when Christ comes,
“sudden destruction” will comeuponthem. By their lack of interest in wanting
to know as much as possible about what the Bible teaches, they are
demonstrating that they are not saved, and they are still subject to the awful
wrath of God.

But there are al so many people who, because of their love and respect
for the Bible, have learned that the Bible gives much information about the
timeline of history. Thus, they have learned a great many details concerning
end-time events, aswell as the timetable of these events. The Bible speaks of
themas“watchmen” (Ezekiel 33:2-9), inthat they areabletowarn the unsaved
of the world of the impending end of the world, which is so near.

This book was written so that hopefully, you, too, will realize the
absolute seriousness of the predicament the world is in. There is no way to
changethe plan of God for theend of theworld. However, itispossiblethat you,
too, could be one of those who will escape the wrath of God through the mercy
of Hiswonderful salvation.

Inthisbook wewill look briefly at God’ sactionsthroughout the history
of the world, as God unfolds His salvation plan to the world. We shall
particularly focus on the final period of earth’s history, when two great events
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simultaneously happening. Theseeventsarethe completion of God' sjudgment
process, and the saving of the great multitude of people, which no man could
number.

In this book, many dates of various historical, aswell asfuture events,
are given. For those who wish to check additional Biblical evidence for these
dates, and to ascertain detailed information concerning the eventsthat identify
with these dates, they areinvited to call or write Family Stationsfor free books
that show that all of theinformation hascomefromtheBible, andisnot derived
by speculation or guesswork of any kind. Thebooksincludethefollowingtitles.

TimeHasAn End

The End of the Church Age and After

Wheat and Tares

First Principlesof Bible Study

| Hope God Will Save Me

AdamWhen?

The Perfect Harmony of the Numbers of the Hebrew Kings are

vii






Chapter 1. TheGloriousWord of God

Understanding the awesome ideathat theworld isvery near the end of
timerequiresaclear understanding of the nature and authority of God’ sWord,
theBible. TheBiblesetsforth fundamental principlesthat must be obeyed if we
aretoreceivetruth from God. These principlesmust bethoroughly imbeddedin
the minds of anyone who wishes to understand this awesome idea.

TheBibleisGod’' sWord. Intheoriginal languagesof the Bible, mainly
Hebrew and Greek, every word, and every letter of every word, is from the
mouth of God. Therefore, the idea that any human being, or any church
institution, has any authority over any word or phrasein the original languages
of theBible should never betolerated. God has protected the most ancient copies
of theoriginal Hebrew and Greek manuscripts so that we can be assured that we
havetheoriginal Word of God, directly from Hismouth. The manuscripts used
in the King James English trangl ation, and other translations of that era, arethe
manuscripts that God has preserved. True, the serious Bible teacher, when
studying any teaching of the Bible, should always check the work of the
trandator and make any necessary corrections, if any are required.

The Bible in its entirety is God's supreme law book, and it is to be
meticulously obeyed by each and every human being. Asthelaw book of God,
the Bible prescribes that the penalty of damnation is to be given to each and
every person who violatesthelaw of God in any manner (Romans 6:23; James
2:10).

TheBibleisGod’' smessageof salvation. Thatis, includedin God' slaw
isthewonderful newsthat God Himself, in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ,
became the substitute, or stand-in, who bore the penalty of God's wrath on
behalf of all those whom God had chosen to become saved from the penalty of
sin, whichiseternal damnation.

TheBibleisitsown dictionary and commentary. Each and every word,
sentence, concept, etc., isto be understood by examining the use of that same
word or concept asit isfound elsewherein the Bible. No conclusion regarding
any doctrine of the Bible should be accepted until it has been carefully checked
throughout the whole Bibleto verify that it altogether harmonizeswith any and
every other truth of the Bible. God commandsin | Corinthians 2:13:

Which thingsalso we speak, not in thewor dswhich man’swisdom
teacheth, but which theHoly Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual
thingswith spiritual.



God’'sWritten Law

By God’s mercy, God has provided awritten copy of the law of God.
That written law isthe Bible, the Word of God. Thelaw isalso God' s covenant
with mankind, and it is referred to as the Gospel and as the Old and New
Testaments. Thus, whether the Bible uses the words “law,” or
“commandments,” or “testament,” or “Gospel,” or “ covenant,” or “Word,” itis
still speaking of the Bible alone. All of these words are synonyms.

TheBiblewasgivento mankindintwao distinct parts, but God wrotethe
Biblein such away that the truths of the Bible have been revealed to mankind
inthreeparts.

The first part of the written Word that God provided was the Old
Testament. Thewriting of the Old Testament was begun in the year 1447 B.C.
when God gavelsrael theten commandmentstogether with many other laws. At
the same time, within this covenant or law book, He wrote many truths
concerning creation, the entrance of sininto theworld, and theflood of Noah’'s
day, aswell asmany commandsthat emphasized mankind’ sneedfor the Savior.
God continued to write the Old Testament until the year 391 B.C.

However, Godwrotethe Old Testament in such away that an enormous
number of truths and information included in the writing of the Old Testament
wereonly dimly reveal ed to mankind. Moreover, becausethe printing presswas
not invented until centuries after the Old Testament was written, actual copies
of thefirst part of the Bible were almost nonexistent. Early on, very few copies
of thefirst part of the Bible were available.

The second part of the covenant, which is called the New Testament,
began to be written by God about A.D. 33. It was completed about A.D. 95. It
provided a great amount of truth that helped to make the Old Testament
somewhat more understandable. This is mainly because the New Testament
gave much information about Jesus Christ the Savior, as He literally and
actually experienced the wrath of God on behalf of all of those He planned to
save. Nevertheless, the New Testament, likethe Old Testament, waswritten by
Godinsuch away that many truthsset forthinit remained hidden from the true
believersof the church age.*

Thus, eventhough the Bible has been acompleted, written covenant or
law book for almost 2,000 years, many very important truths sprinkled all
through the Biblewere never reveal ed to even the most dedi cated, God-fearing
theol ogian who wasachild of God. These mysteriousor hidden doctrinesrel ate
especially to a precise and accurate understanding of the timing and nature of

* We use the term “church age” to signify the time period when God used the churches to bring the
Gospel.



God' ssalvation program, together with the momentous eventsthat would occur
during thefinal 23 years of the history of the world.

TheThird Period of Revelation

However, inour day, whenwearevery closetotheend of time, God, for
the third time, is revealing much additional truth that has aways been in the
Bible, but it hasremained amystery throughout time. Thus, itisalmost like God
hasgiven usan additiontotheOld and New Testaments, but the Bible, of course,
has not become enlarged. No new words have been actually added to it. The
Biblewe usetoday, in the languagesin which the Bible was originally written,
isexactly the same Biblethat was compl eted about 1,900 yearsago. Itissimply
that now, thefull glory of the Gospel can be seen asGod, in our day, hasopened
our understanding to most of the truths that previously had been hidden. In
Hebrews8:8, the Bible declares:

For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith
theLord, when | will makeanew covenant with thehouseof | srael
and with the house of Judah:

In this verse, the phrase “| will make a new covenant” should have
beentrandated “1 will finish a new covenant.” The new covenant isthewhole
Bible, but it is at the end of time, in our day, that God is finishing our
understanding of the Bible by opening our eyesto so many new truths. They
have always been in the Bible, but in our day, they are being revealed to us so
that we can understand them. It is as if God is finishing the writing of the
covenant, which isthe Bible. Thisisin exact agreement with such averse as
Daniel 12:9:

And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for thewordsare closed up and
sealed till thetime of theend.

Biblelnterpretation

It is indeed sad that virtually each and every church throughout the
world cannot understand many truthsof the Bible. Thisisso becausethey do not
obey the Bibl€e' sinstructions concerning Bible interpretation. Moreover, there
isagood possibility that most Bible teachers do not understand that every word
inthe original languages of the Bible isfrom the mouth of God, and therefore,
issuper-important aswell as super-accurate.



The man-made, historical, grammatical hermeneutic method of Bible
interpretation that is held by virtually every church, denomination, seminary,
etc., istobetotaly rejected. Thetrue Biblical method of Bibleinterpretationis
based on the fact that the Bible teaches that the Bibleisaspiritual book written
inanearthly way. Becauseitiswritten by God, every historical event, and every
conversation, and every incident recorded in the Bible is absolutely true and
trustworthy. However, because these literal, historical statements also must be
understood spiritually, thetrue ultimate message that God is giving to mankind
inthe Biblewill not be understood until the spiritual teaching of the versebeing
studied has been found.

Jesus spoke of this hermeneutic principle in Mark 4:33-34, where we
reed:

And with many such par ablesspakehetheword untothem, asthey
wereableto hear it. But without a parablespakehenot untothem:
and when they werealone, heexpounded all thingsto hisdisciples.

Jesusisthevery essence of the Word of God. Wereadin John 1:14 that
the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. Thus, the principle of seeking the
spiritual meaning of each word and phrase recorded in the Bible appliesto the
wholeBibleinasmuch as Christisidentified with thewhole Bible. The Bibleis
the Word of God. Christ isthe Word of God. And because the Bibleis God's
book, the Bible student must seek help from the Holy Spirit, God Himself. God
alone can bring truth to our hearts (John 16:13). Any spiritual conclusion must
be carefully tested by the Bible student to be certain that it is altogether
harmonious with any and every other truth the Bible teaches.

The foregoing principle that Christ spoke in parables, and without a
parable Hedid not speak, appearsto bethe chief meansby which God assiststhe
true believersto further understand the Bible. But it also appearsto be the chief
means by which God blinds those who come to the Bible with their own
preconceivedideas. Thisprincipleisset forthinMark 4:11-12, where God says.

And hesaid untothem, Untoyou it isgiven to know the mystery of
thekingdom of God: but untothem that arewithout, all thesethings
aredonein parables: That seeing they may see, and not perceive,
and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time
they should be converted, and their sinsshould beforgiven them.

For example, anyone who follows the man-made, grammatical,
historical hermeneutic, which isutilized throughout the church world, will not
be able to correctly understand many very important truths of the Bible. This
includestheBible’ steachings concerning theend of the church age, and thefact
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that thetrue believers can know much about the timetable and detail s of the end
of theworld.

Finally, a Full Revealing of God’s Salvation Plan

There are three especially important areas of truth that arein view as
God, in our day, opens our eyesto much new truth that throughout the church
age was not well understood. These areas are as follows. (1) The nature and
timing of God's salvation plan. (2) The end-time details, which include the
timeline of history. (3) The nature and character of God’ s plan of judgment.

In this study, we will focus to a small degree on the nature of God's
salvation plan. Secondly, wewill intensively focus on the end-timedetails. The
nature and character of God'’ s plan of judgment will be providedinafollowing
book.

In Hebrews 8:10-11, God instructs us:

For thisisthe covenant that | will make with the house of | srael
after thosedays, saith theL ord; | will put my lawsintotheir mind,
andwritethemintheir hearts: and | will betothem aGod, and they
shall be to me a people: And they shall not teach every man his
neighbour, and every man hisbrother, saying, Know theL ord: for
all shall know me, from theleast tothe greatest.

These verses are especially focusing on God's savation plan.
Throughout the church age, the dominant teaching of most Biblical churches
wasto tell the brothers and sisters of the congregations how they might be sure
they are saved or how they might become saved. A careful analysis of the
teachings of these denominations invariably shows that they include the
requirement that some contribution bemade by theindividual seeking salvation.
These contributions could include actions such as water baptism, public
profession of faith, the act of accepting Christ, the partaking of the Eucharist or
communion table, or praying a certain kind of prayer. In virtually every case,
therewasadefiniteviolation of thelaw of God, which clearly stipulatesthat all
the work of saving a person was done by Christ, long before that person was
born.*

In Hebrews 8:10-11, quoted above, God emphasizes that once the full
revelation of the Bible occurs, the teaching on salvation in the world will be
atogether Biblical. Mankind will not be taught how they might become saved,

* You are invited to send for the free booklet / Hope God Will Save Me for much more information
about this awesome subject.



but rather that salvationisentirely thework of God (Ephesians 2:8-9). God will
saving agreat multitude who actually may understand very little of the Bible.

We will attempt to set forth a simple outline of the Biblical teaching
concerning the salvation of the great multitude, which no man could number,
who are being saved in our day.

1. The Biblecommandsthetruebelieversto send the Gospel into al the
world. God has guided the devel opment of worldwide communications, such as
radio and Internet, to make possible the hearing of the Gospel by every person
intheworld.

2. In God' s mysterious providence, many who know little or nothing
about Bible truth will begin to realize the following.

a They aresinnerswho areontheir way to someawful futureinwhich
they will be punished for their sins.

b. The Bible they are hearing about, and to which they have begun to
listen, must befrom God, and therefore, they beginto try to obey its
commands.

c. They learn that judgment day isvery near, but God is saving many
people.

d. They begintorealizethey can and must cry to God for mercy, hoping
that maybe God will save them.

Thisisthe present situation in the world, as more and more people are
being saved all over the world, entirely by God’s action. When God saves an
individual, He gives that person a brand new, eternal, resurrected soul.
Therefore, they have anintense, ongoing desireto be obedient tothe Bible. The
tremendous increase in the number of people who are now becoming saved, as
theBibleinsists(Revelation 7:9-14), surely isrel ated to thefact that God isnow
revealing agreat many truths of the Bible, which previous generations had not
known.



Chapter 2.
TheBible Givesthe Timeline of History

By carefully studying the whole Bible, we have learned that the Bible
is not only alaw book that sets forth all the laws by which God governs all
mankind, but it is also abook that is given to mankind so that they can know
God'stimeline of history. Weread in Ecclesiastes 8:5-7:

Whoso keepeth the commandment shall feel no evil thing: and a
wise man’s heart discer neth both time and judgment. Because to
every purposethereistimeand judgment, ther eforethe misery of
man isgreat upon him. For heknoweth not that which shall be: for
who can tell him when it shall be?

Inthese verses, theword “judgment” isasynonym for theword “law.”
Thus, it isteaching that by studying the Bible, the true believer not only learns
God'slaws, particularly asthey relate to God' s judgment process, but also, he
learns much about God’ stimetable for the earth.

For that reason, thetrue believer can know much about the timetabl e of
history, including many truthsabout thetiming of theend of theworld. For those
who do not follow the Biblical method of Bibleinterpretation, however, Christ
will come as a thief in the night. Instantly, their misery will be enormously
compounded whenthey realize, too late, that the end of theworld hascome. No
longer will there be mercy or grace or salvation for the unsaved. Thus, we read
in| Thessalonians 5:2-6:

For yourselvesknow perfectly that theday of theL ord socometh as
athief inthenight. For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then
sudden destruction cometh upon them, astravail upon a woman
with child; and they shall not escape. But ye, brethren, arenot in
darkness, that that day should overtakeyou asathief. Yeareall the
children of light, and thechildren of theday: wearenot of thenight,
nor of darkness. Thereforelet usnot sleep, asdo others; but let us
watch and besober. For they that sleep dleep in thenight; and they
that bedrunken aredrunken in thenight.

Andweread in Revelation 3:3:

Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold
fast, and repent. If thereforethou shalt not watch, | will come on
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theeasathief, and thou shalt not know what hour | will comeupon
thee.

In these verses, God is teaching us that those who read the Bible are
divided in two kinds of people. There are those who are satisfied with their
present understanding of their relationship with God. They know that someday
theworldwill end, but their understanding isthat the timetable of thelast day is
known only by God. Therefore, they think that mankind need not be concerned
about it. For them, Christ indeed will come asathief inthe night. However, His
coming for theseindividualsisfor the purpose of destroying them. How awful!

Ontheother hand, therearethosewho have cometorealizethat God has
given us much information in the Bible concerning the timetable of history.
Therefore, they have learned, from the Bible, much about the timetable of the
creation of theworld and agreat many other major eventsthat arerecordedinthe
Bible. They have also learned very much about the precise timetabl e of the end
of theworld. For them, thetiming of theend of theworld will not beunexpected.

TheUnfolding of God’ s Salvation Plan isthe Timeline of History

TheBibleteacheshow God hasgiven the Gospel messagetothehuman
race throughout the timeline of history. The Gospel includes the whole Bible.
Therefore, by carefully studying the Bible, welearn that theunfolding of God' s
salvation plan isthetimeline of history.

For thefirst 9,500 years of the history of theworld, God did not use any
kind of earthly organization to represent the kingdom of God to this world.
During that period of time, God always worked through individual believers
who were representatives of His kingdom. Abel, Enoch, who was taken to
heaven, Noah and hisfamily, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph are namesthat
God recorded in the Bible as representatives of the kingdom of God.

Aswecarefully study the Bible, wediscover that theworld was created
about 13,000 yearsago.* The Bibleisvery precise, so when we harmonizethe
Biblical calendar with our modern calendar, we know that the year of creation
was11,013B.C.

In al likelihood, during the first 9,500 years of earth’s history, few
individuals became saved. In Noah' sday, for example, in the entire world that
existed in the year 4990 B.C., when God destroyed the world with the flood,
there were only eight people who were saved.

* You are invited to send to Family Radio for the free book Adam When that shows how the Bible
provides this information.



|srael and theYearsfrom 1447 B.C.to A.D. 33

However, in the year 1447 B.C., God made a great change in His
method of having the kingdom of God represented on this earth. In that year,
God beganto utilizethe nation of I srael to represent the kingdom of God. It was
intheyear 1447 B.C. that | srael, under theleadership of M oses, cameout of their
enslavement to Egypt. The nation of Israel consisted of the descendants of
Abraham, who was born more than 700 years earlier. Abraham wasborninthe
year 2167 B.C. asacitizen of Ur of the Chaldees or Babylon. In the year 2092
B.C., heand hiswife, Sarah, in obedienceto God'scommand, went to the land
of Canaan. They became the beginning of the nation of Israel, and the land of
Canaan was used of God as an earthly representation of the kingdom of God.

The nation of Israel, together with the land of Canaan, became the
centerpiece of the unfolding of God's salvation plan during the 2,100-year
period preceding the birth of Christ. The fact is that Jesus the Son of God
received His human nature as adirect descendant of Abraham.

By the year 1447 B.C., the descendants of Abraham, who were called
Israel, had grown to become a nation of possibly about two million people. It
wasin that year that they came out of enslavement to Egypt. And for the next
1,480 years, |srael was called God’ s people. They were given moreand more of
God'’ slaws. They becametheexternal representativesof thekingdom of God on
earth.

God gave the nation of Israel acountry, the land of Canaan, whichis
asocaledtheland of Israel, asaplacetolive, and atemple, and synagoguesin
which to worship. He gave them laws, which theologically, we call ceremonial
laws, which wereto be observed because these laws pointed the | sraglitesto the
coming Messiah, Jesus Christ. The ceremonial lawsincluded thingssuch asthe
observance of feast days, new moons, seventh-day sabbaths, burnt offerings,
blood sacrifices, etc.

God used earthly entities such as Canaan, Israel, Judah, Jerusalem,
Zion, thetemple, Judea, etc., to externally represent the kingdom of God. Thus,
these same words are very frequently used in the Bible to spiritually represent
thekingdom of God. For example, during the church age, the churcheswerethe
external representation of the kingdom of God. Therefore, the Bible frequently
useswordssuchaslsragl, Judah, thetemple, etc., in speaking about the churches
of thechurch age.

Anintegral part of the nation of Israel was the body of laws that God
gave concerning the appointment of priests, Levites, prophets, and kingstorule
over thewhole nation. It was adivine organism established by God Himself to
externally represent the kingdom of God here on earth. Every Jew who was a
descendant of Abraham wasautomatically amember of thisgreat congregation.
To emphasize this membership, every male was circumcised, which was
another one of the ceremonial laws set forth by the law of God.
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TheBiblegivesusalot of information about theyearsthat immediately
precedethe beginning of the nation of | srael aswell asitsfirst thousand years of
history. The Bible gives much detail about Israel, as a nation, when God
delivered them from slavery and brought them out of Egypt, when they
miraculously went through the Red Sea on dry ground, and wandered 40 years
in the wilderness, and then went through the Jordan River on dry ground. The
Biblethen givesconsiderabl einformation concerning thenext 360 yearsof their
history, as God ruled over them, utilizing individuals called judges, in the land
of Canaan.

We are then given details about the next 116 years, when Israel came
into its greatest earthly glory, asthey were ruled over by King Saul, who was
followed by King David, and then by King Solomon.

Considerabledetail isalso givenintheBible concerning thedivision of
the one unified nation, which included the 12 tribes of |Israel, into two nations.
Upon the death of King Solomon, ten of the tribes became an independent
kingdom called Israel, with its capital eventually located in Samaria, and the
remaining two tribes became the nation of Judah, with its capital located in
Jerusalem. The Bible gives much information concerning these kingdoms and
the kingswho ruled over them.

The Bible also gives considerable information about the end of these
nations. Theten tribes of the nation of Israel were conquered by the Assyrians
in the year 709 B.C. Then in the year 587 B.C., the nation of Judah was
conquered by the Babylonians, at which time the city of Jerusalem and the
magnificent temple built by King Solomon were destroyed.

However, following thedestruction of Jerusalemin 587 B.C., detail sof
theexperiencesof the 12 tribesbecamemuch morelimited. Welearnthatin 539
B.C., about 40,000 of the survivors of Judah, which was destroyed by the
Babylonians, returned to Jerusalem. Welearn afew factsabout therebuil ding of
the temple, an effort that was completed in 515 B.C. We learn about a few
experiences of the Jews who returned to the land of Israel, mainly from the
booksin the Bibletitled Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther.

But then for amost 400 years of history, from 391 B.C. to 8 B.C., the
Bible is completely silent about the land of Israel, itsinhabitants, and for that
matter, any other nation in the world.

Sadly, during the entire period of Isragl’ s existence, very few people
actually became saved. The Bibleisfilled with statements concerning the sin,
the apostasy, and the rebellion of the nation of Israel against the laws of God.
Even when Jesus Christ came as the Savior, who in His human nature was a
descendant of Abraham, they rebelled, and they would not regard Him astheir
Messiah. In fact, they eventually killed Him (Acts 2:22-23).

TheBibleassuresusthat itisChrist whoisthewonderful fruit produced
by thenation of Isral. Itisthroughthenation of Israel that God took onahuman
nature, being born of the virgin Mary, who was of the tribe of Judah.
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In8B.C., againthe Bible began to give usmuch detail about the Jewish
nation. Inthat year, thebirth of John the Baptist wasannounced, and it wasJohn
who was to declare to the world that the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ, the
Lamb of God, had come to take away the sins of the world. Jesus Christ, of
course, isthe only means by which anyonein theworld can havethe penalty for
their sins paid, and thus be eternally reconciled to God.

From the time of the birth of Jesusin 7 B.C. until about A.D. 65, the
Bible givesmuch information about the nation of Israel. It isduring this period
of time that the most awesome event in the history of the world occurred. God,
theLord Jesus Christ, took on ahuman nature by being born of thevirgin Mary.
During thisperiod of time, Jesus preached for about threeand ahalf years. Jesus
Christwascrucifiedin A.D. 33. Hearose from the dead and ascended back into
heaven. That year, A.D. 33, marked the end of the 1,480-year period during
which the whole nation of Israel was the congregation that externally
represented the kingdom of God.*

TheBeginning of the Church Age

A few days after Christ’s ascension into heaven, the great divine
organization that was to represent the kingdom of God for the next 1,955 years
had itsbeginning.

On Pentecost day in A.D. 33, about 3,000 people were saved (Acts 2).
Those who were saved that day came from many different nations. Thisgrand
event marked the beginning of the church age. It was during this part of the
beginning of the church age that much detail is given concerning missionaries
being sent into countries that we now know as Turkey, Greece, and Italy. The
church age was set forth by God as adivine plan by which God would send the
Gospel intotheentireworld. Never againwould the Jewish synagogues, thecity
of Jerusalem, thenation of Israel, or thetemplein Jerusalem externally represent
thekingdom of God. Thelocal congregationsthat would be formed throughout
the world would externaly represent the kingdom of God. Therefore,
spiritualy, the Biblevery frequently callsthelocal congregations* Jerusalem,”
“thetemple,” “Zion,” “Israel,” “ Judah,” “ Judea,” etc.

This divine organization, which eventually consisted of churches
located all over theworld, wascarefully designed by God. And God placed strict
rules in His law book, the Bible, that governed the selection of elders and
deacons (I Timothy 3). Women were not to teach or have authority in the
congregations. TheOld Testament ceremonial laws, which wereto be observed
by the nation of Israel, were no longer to be observed. Instead, two new

* You are invited to send for the free books The End of the Church Age and After and Wheat and
Tares for more information about the end of the church age.
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ceremonial lawswereintroduced to assist in teaching the nature of the Gospel.
These were water baptism and the Lord's Supper. A law concerning
excommunication from church membership was set forth (I Corinthians 5).
Sunday was appointed by God asthe Sunday Sabbath day, whichwasto beused
for al kinds of spiritual activity. Each local congregation that would be
established throughout theworld wasto be governed by thelaws set forthinthe
Bible.

The great task given to these God-ordained congregations was to send
the Gospel throughout the whole world. So, already, as we have noted, before
theBiblewasevenfinished, missionarieswere being sent forth into neighboring
nations(Acts13).

About A.D. 95, God completed the writing of the Bible, and no further
information has come from God describing the actual progressof thechurchin
theworld asan historical account. However, long before the church age began,
God prophesied how the church age would spiritually develop.

Onewould expect that with the auspi cious beginning of the church age
on Pentecost in A.D. 33, when about 3,000 were saved in one day (Acts2), that
the development of the church age would be anotable success story. However,
theBibleprophesied that thiswasnot God' splan. Wesadly learnfromthe Bible
that even before God finished writing the Bible (about A.D. 95), already there
was mounting evidence that the church age was not going to be ahuge success
story.

TheBible Anticipatesa Defective Church

In Revelation 2 and Revelation 3, God tells us about the spiritua
condition of seven typical churches. These conditions existed about 30 years
after these churches had been formed. For example, the church at Ephesus had
lost its first love (Revelation 2:4-5). Remember, to love God is to obey His
commandments (John 14:21-23). Therefore, God threatened to remove their
candlestick, which represents the light of the Gospel, because they were no
longer obedient to God'’ slaws. This church would no longer be used by God to
send the Gospel into theworld.

In Galatians 1:2-9, the Bible reportsthat already, before the Bible was
completed, the churches of Gal atiahad begunto follow agospel that wasnot the
Gospel of the Bible. In Revelation 2:13, the Bible reports that the church at
Pergamoswasalready achurch inwhich, to some extent, Satanwasruling. This
verse makes reference to Satan’s “seat.” In the Bible, the word “seat,” in this
kind of context, refersto ruling or reigning. And in Revelation 3:1-4, the Bible
reportsthat the church at Sardis was already adead church, even though it had
afew true believersleft withinit.

In Matthew 13:24-30, the Biblerecordsthe parabl e of thewheat and the
tares. The wheat represented true believers in the churches. The tares
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represented unbelievers who gave every evidence of being true believers, so
much so that only at the end of the church age would God provide the means by
which the wheat could be separated from the tares. This meant that al through
the church age, there would be tares, those who were still slaves of Satan, who
would bevery activeinthechurches. Thus, through them, Satan couldruleinthe
churches even though officially, Christ was the ruler of the churches.

Already inlsaiah 9:1-4, God prophesied that the church age would not
be agreat success story. There we read:

Neverthelessthe dimness shall not be such aswasin her vexation,
when at thefir st helightly afflicted theland of Zebulun and theland
of Naphtali, and afterward did more grievoudly afflict her by the
way of thesea, beyond Jordan, in Galileeof thenations. Thepeople
that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in
theland of the shadow of death, upon them hath thelight shined.
Thou hast multiplied thenation, and not increased thejoy: they joy
beforetheeaccordingtothejoyin harvest,andasmenr g oicewhen
they dividethe spoil. For thou hast br oken theyoke of hisburden,
and the staff of hisshoulder, therod of hisoppressor, asin theday
of Midian.

In these verses, God speaks of the light shining on the land beyond
Jordan as“ Galilee of the nations” (see a'so Matthew 4:15-16). That is, al the
nations of the world were to be under the light of the Gospel. That light, of
course, isthe Lord Jesus, who isthelight of the world (John 1:7-10).

Because the light of the Gospel was to shine throughout the world, a
great changein God’ sGospel programwould occur inthat the spiritual darkness
of theworldwould be penetrated by thislight (Isaiah 9:2). It would bealight that
would bring into existence, throughout the world, a great company of people
who would externally appear to have becometrue believersin Christ, aslsaiah
9:3 declares, “ Thou hast multiplied the nation.” In other words, the external
sizeof thekingdom of God that would bedeveloped all over theworld would be
great.

However, in the same verse, God prophesiesthat He has not increased
the joy of harvest. Thejoy of harvest isthe joy that comes when a person has
been given eternal life so that he hasbecomeatruebeliever (Luke 15:10). If the
joy of harvest islacking, it can only mean that the harvest of true believersis
very small. The fact is, as we are noting, this sad anticipation of the lack of a
great harvest of people being saved and coming into the kingdom of God is
prophesied in many placesin the Bible.

Inadditiontoall theBiblical referenceswehavealready noted, weread
inlsaiah 5that God portraysthe church age asavineyard that hasbeen carefully
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and lovingly planted by God Himself. But this vineyard did not produce good
fruit. It produced wild grapes. Spiritually, wild grapesidentify with those who
have designed their own gospel instead of meticulously following the Gospel of
theBible. Later oninthisstudy, wewill seethat it was God' s plan that because
of thiswickedness, God eventually would destroy the vineyard.

It should be noted that in many chapters of the books of Isaiah,
Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, etc., God indicates Hisintense anger against the nations
of | srael and Judah because of their continuouswickedness. Indeed, finally, they
weredestroyed. | srael wasdestroyedin 709 B.C. by the Assyrians, and Judahin
587 B.C. by the Babylonians.

God used I srael and Judah, whichintheir day externally represented the
kingdom of God, as examples of all the local churches that have externally
represented the kingdom of God throughout the time of the church age. Aswe
study these Old Testament booksof the Bible, weareactually reading what God
has anticipated for the church age, and more particularly, for the end of the
churchage.

Thus, God isteaching that churcheswereto be established al over the
world throughout the church age, giving the appearancethat the church agewas
enormously successful. Butinreality, only aremnant, asmall part of thewhole
in the churches, would actually become saved, that is, actualy become true
believers.

Thissamethought isset forth in Romans 9:27, where God quotesfrom
|saiah 10:22-23.

Romans 9:27. Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, Though the
number of thechildren of | srael beasthesand of thesea, aremnant
shall besaved:

Isaiah 10:22-23: For though thy peoplelsrael beasthe sand of the
sea, yet aremnant of them shall return: the consumption decreed
shall overflow with righteousness. For theL ord GOD of hostsshall
makea consumption, even determined, in themidst of all theland.

TheProblem of Satan within the Churches

One very big reason for the lack of spiritual successin the church age
wastheproblem of Satan. Atthetimeof the cross, Satan wasgiven adesth blow.
He was banished from heaven (Revelation 12:7-11), and he was bound so that
he could not deceive the nations during the complete period of the church age,
which was symbolically described as a period of 1,000 years (Revelation
20:1-3). The 1,000 yearsmust be understood asasymbolical or spiritual number
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that signifies*completeness.” The actual period hewas bound was 1,955 years
(fromA.D. 3310 1988).

Thebinding of Satan meant that he could not inany way frustrate God’ s
plan to save those whom God, at the very beginning of time, had elected to
salvation. But the fact that Satan was bound did not preclude him from going
about as aroaring lion, seeking whom he might devour (I Peter 5:8). That is,
while the church age was altogether God’ s plan by which the Gospel was to
reachintoall theworld, it would begreatly hinderedinitsspiritual effectiveness
by Satan. He would hinder the effectiveness of the churches by sowing tares or
weedswithin them (Matthew 13:24-30). That is, Satan, operating asan “angel
of light” would bring his ministers as“minister s of righteousness” into each
local congregation (11 Corinthians 11:13-15).

In Revelation 6:4, Satan is pictured asarider on ared horse carrying a
great sword, whichisthe Sword of the Spirit, the Bible, by which hewould take
peace from the earth. In other words, he would use words from the Bibleto try
to give authority to hisfalseteachings.

When we carefully harmonize all these Biblical references, we learn
that, indeed, from an outward standpoint, the church agewasvery successful, as
church after church reported that great numbers of peopleweresaved. Inredlity,
however, only a remnant of those who became confessing members in full
communion in the church actually becametrue believers.

The greatest blessing to the world during the church age was probably
the printing and distribution of hundreds of millions of Bibles throughout the
world. The Bible, the light of the Gospel, was sent around the world, even
though the number of those who became true believers during the church age
wassmall.

Thus, the ominous prophecy of Matthew 7:21-23 will comeinto sharp
reality intheday God bringsHisgreat wrath upon theunsaved of theworld. And
sadly, that includes all those who are still in any church anywherein the world
whentheraptureoccurs, that is, when thetrue believersare caught up to meet the
Lordintheair. Inthese verses God declares:

Not every onethat saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter intothe
kingdom of heaven; but hethat doeth thewill of my Father which
isin heaven. Many will say tomein that day, Lord, Lord, havewe
not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils?
and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will |

professuntothem, | never knew you: depart from me, yethat work
iniquity.

From our superior vantage point of being abletolook back onthewhole
church age, we can seethereality of God'’ s prophetic statement concerning the
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lack of successof thechurch age. True, it beganwithagreat flourishin A.D. 33,
on the day of Pentecost when about 3,000 people were saved. But as we have
already noted, within the churches that were established even before the Bible
was completed, apostasy wasalready in evidence. Likewise, Satan was already
ruling in many churches by seeding those churcheswith tares. The churchesin
Revelation 2 and 3 wererepresentative of al the churchesthat would comeinto
existence throughout the New Testament church age.

M oreover, whenweexaminechurch history, wenever learn of atimeof
great faithfulness to the Bible. Church history is replete with accounts of
Biblical unfaithfulness. The high watermark of Biblical unfaithfulness was
probably the time of the Reformation, which occurred in Europe about four to
five hundred years ago. At that time in history, the dominant church was the
Roman Catholic church. It was so bad in its violation of Biblical laws that
Roman Catholic men like Martin Luther and John Calvin left the church and
became the fountainhead of the Protestant churches. Many of these Protestant
churchesearnestly tried to beasfaithful aspossibleto theteachingsof theBible.

However, it was not long until agreat many of the Protestant churches
were teaching aman-made salvation plan whereby anyone can accept Christ as
his Lord and Savior and that this action produced salvation. A look at the great
revivals of the past discloses that the basis of most of them was that kind of
gospel. Sadly, it was not the Gospel of the Bible. In spite of this, God did save
some people during the church age.

IstheEntireBiblethelnfallible Word of God?

The very fact that amongst the many Protestant denominations that
were devel oped there is great disagreement concerning many aspects of Bible
doctrineindicatesthat each denomination sel ected theversesfromthe Biblethat
they especialy liked, and then they devel oped their creedsand confessionsfrom
these verses. Each denomination insisted that the versesthey had selected were
infallible and inerrant. Thus, it appeared that the theological conclusions that
became their church creeds, and which were derived by harmonizing their
understanding of the verses they had chosen, were atogether true and
trustworthy. Their teachings appeared to be solidly grounded in the infallible
Word of God, the Bible.

But that which appeared to betrue and trustworthy was not alwaystrue
andtrustworthy.

Unfortunately, very frequently, theversesthey had chosen asabasisfor
their confessions were wrongly understood because the whole Bible was not
consulted by these church theol ogians. They did not carefully search thewhole
Bible, comparing Scripture with Scripture, to make certain their conclusions
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were correct. It appeared that they believed that the entire Bible wasinfalible,
but in actuality, they placed their trust only in those verses they had chosen to
prove their doctrines. Thus, effectively, they denied the authority of each and
every verseintheentire Bible.

The consequence of thisfaulty trust in the Bible was the sending forth
of agospel of salvation that was at timesfar from truth. That iswhy throughout
the church agethere have been many different understandingsof Bibledoctrines
by various denominations. For example, the Baptists disagree with the
Lutherans, the Lutherans with the Presbyterians, the Presbyterians with the
Baptists, etc., concerning many Bibleteachings.

Weknow the Bibleistrue and trustworthy in connection with each and
every Biblical doctrine, and therefore, there can be only onetrue answer. Thus,
if several views concerning a particular doctrine were held by different
denominations, at most only one of these denominationswas speaking thetruth,
and al the others were preaching alie.

Ontheother hand, if these denominationsbelieved that theentire Bible
is God'sinfallible Word, and their creeds must be under the authority of the
Biblealoneand initsentirety, then one could logically expect that eventually,
al denominations would teach each doctrine in the same way that every other
church taught that doctrine.

In addition, there have been large segments of the churches, like the
Roman Catholics, the Mormons, the Seventh-Day Adventists, and the
Charismatic churchesof our day who openly declarethat their church doctrines
are aproduct of both the Bible and later revelations from God, messages that
were given after the Bible was completed. Therefore, by their very declaration,
they have an authority that structures and determinestheir understanding of the
Biblethat isdifferent from God’ s authority, whichisthe Biblealoneand inits
entirety (Revelation 22:18-19). Wemust absol utely understand that there could
never have been any addition to the Bible once it was completed about 1,900
yearsago.

Asweindicated earlier, God anticipated and prophesied that for all of
the above reasons, the prophecy would come to pass as God declared, “ Thou
hast... not... joyin harvest” (Isaiah 9:3). Although Isradl, that is, all thelocal
churchesthroughout theworld, would be asthe sand of the sea, only aremnant
would be saved (Romans 9:27).

ThereWould Bean End of the Church Age

God prophesied that finally, there would be an end to the church age,
and then God would complete the harvest of His el ect, those who were chosen
by God to become saved (Ephesians 1:3-6), by bringing the Gospel to
individuals who were outside of any church authority.
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When wesearch the Bible, wefind that the Bibleteachesthat therewill
beafinal tribulation, which in Matthew 24:21 iscalled “great tribulation.” We
readthere:

For then shall begreat tribulation, such aswasnot sincethebeginning
of theworld to thistime, no, nor ever shall be.

Significantly, we live at atime in history when we can look back on
almost 2,000 years of history that came after the Bible was completed. Aswe
learned earlier in this study, the available historical information from non-
Biblical sources concerning the history of the churches teaches us that the
church age was as unsuccessful asthe Bible predicted it would be.

But that bringsusto avery big question. It has always been understood
by Biblestudentsthat finally, therewould bean end to thisworld, at which time
the unsaved would receivethefull penalty of God' swrath, and the saved would
beeternally securewith Christin the new heavens and the new earth. Further, it
has been commonly believed that the end of theworld would comewhen Christ
would come as athief in the night. That is, it was understood that we cannot
know with any precision thetime of theend. Thiswas so even though at various
times in history, when severe persecution of Christians was particularly in
evidenceinsomepartsof theworld, therewerethosewho dared to specul atethat
they knew the year of Christ’sreturn. Of course, in every instance, they were
proven wrong. Thiswas so because they did not base their conclusion upon a
careful analysis of everything the Bible hasto say about the return of Christ.

In fact, throughout the church age it appears that the normal
understanding of the churcheswasthat the churcheswould continueto the very
end of time, and suddenly, this world would cometo its end as Christ came as
athief in the night.

A major variation of this concept became popular during the last
century when the so-called premillennial doctrine wastaught, especialy inthe
Baptist churches. That doctrinedeclared that Christ would comeasathief inthe
night and rapturethechurch, that is, takeall the peopleinthe churchesto heaven.
At the same time or shortly before that, there would be a seven-year period of
great tribulation. Immediately following this seven-year period, Christ would
physically returnto the present earth toreign 1,000 yearsfromthe present literal
city of Jerusalem. After this1,000-year period, theend of theworldwould come.
Thiskind of teaching, which isaltogether inaccurate, is possible because there
aremany chapters, especialy inthe Book of Revelation, that obviously speak of
the end of the world but which are extremely difficult to understand. It isonly
inour day that we can beginto clearly understand these Biblical referencestothe
end of time.
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Chapter 3.
God’'sPlan to Delay the Under standing
of theEnd

Indeed, the Bibleinstructsusthat it would not be possibleto understand
any information in the Bible that gives details of the end of the world until the
world would actually be very closetoitsend. For example, many versesin the
Book of Daniel speak about the end of the world, but God instructs in Daniel
12:9:

And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for thewordsare closed up and
sealed till thetime of theend.

In other words, not until we came to the time when we were very near
to the end of the world would the true believers understand any substantial
information concerning the end-time details of the Gospel in theworld. It was
God's intention that just before the world came to its end, then that kind of
information would become avail ableto true believerswho in turn wereto make
it availableto theworld.

One method God has employed to keep the end-time information from
being understood isto allow virtually al of the churchesto adopt a man-made
hermeneutic, that is, aman-made method of Bibleinterpretation, which madea
great amount of Biblical information inaccessible to the minds of the
theol ogians. Remember we took note of this sad fact earlier in this study.

The Bible clearly instructs us that without a parable, Christ did not
speak (Mark 4:34). A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly or spiritual
meaning. That is, the Bibleisaltogether aspiritual book. It isthe Word of God,
and Christ is the very essence of the Word of God (John 1:14). Because it is
written by God, all of the historical information, the conversations that are
recorded, and the anecdotes that are noted, are absol utely true and trustworthy.
But knowing that thishistorical event actually happenedisonly afraction of the
immense storehouse of truth that the Bible actually is. Each conversation, each
anecdote, each word of the Biblewas carefully planned and designed by God to
teach exceedingly important spiritual truths.

To find spiritual truth requires an immense amount of Bible study,
comparing Scripturewith Scripture (I Corinthians2:13). It alsorequiresGodthe
Holy Spirit to openthespiritual eyesof thetruth seeker. Asalready noted, it was
not God’s intention to reveal many truths of the Bible, that is, to open the
spiritual eyesof thetruth seeker, until very near theend of time. Tofacilitatethis
blindness throughout the church age, God had not seen fit to open the spiritual
eyes of the Bible teachers of the churchesthat are located all around the world.
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Thus, for example, they do not realize that they are studying the Bible with an
altogether wrong method of Bibleinterpretation.

Another example can be offered asto how, throughout the church age,
God kept the churchesfrom understanding agreat many statementsof theBible.
Thosewhose spiritual eyes God has opened implicitly understand that each and
every wordinthe original languages of the Bibleisfrom the mouth of God, and
therefore, isabsolutely true and trustworthy. The translator may have made an
error in trandation, but the Hebrew or Greek word that is being trandated is
never to be questioned.

The problem of questioning the original Hebrew or Greek has been
especially troublesome in connection with the numbers of the Bible. For
example, theologians have been unable to reconcile the duration of a certain
king' sreign asrecorded in oneversein the Bible with theinformation givenin
another placeintheBible. Thus, they havefrequently concluded that there must
havebeenascribal error, that is, at sometime, when copying theoriginal writing
of theBible, ascribeaccidentally slightly changed aletter from thelettersof the
origina number, and thusmadeit anumber that isnotintheorigina writing, and
that error continued asadditional copieswere made. Consequently, they say that
we cannot absolutely trust each and every number recorded in the Bible.

That kind of attitude toward the Bible meansthat wereally cannot trust
any of the Bible. If that kind of error is possible with anumber that isrecorded
in the Bible, then it could have also possibly occurred in connection with any
word in the Bible, and we would have to conclude that none of the Bible is
absolutely trustworthy.

However, inorder to give authority to theversesthey areusingto teach
what they want to teach, Bible teachers declare that the Bibleisinfallible and
without error. But they actually do not believethat thisisreally true of each and
every wordinthewholeBible. If they did believethewholeBiblewasinfallible,
they would never speak of such thingsasscribal error. They do not understand
that God has protected HisWord so that ascribal error could not occur. Because
Christ deliberately spoke in parables to hide truths, and because God has
allowed church theol ogiansto questiontheaccuracy of somewordsintheBible,
many truths recorded in the Bible have remained hidden.

These arejust two examples, amongst anumber of other ways, of how
God haskept certain truths of the Bible hidden until He choosesto reveal these
truths. We must realize that no individual can ever claim that it was his own
intellectual ability or hisholinessor righteousnessthat enabled him to properly
understand the Bible. We must realize that only God can open our eyesto the
truthsthat God has hidden in the Bible. And without question, He hasHisown
timetableto do this.

Wemust keep in mind that God finished writing the Bible almost 2,000
yearsago. But it was God' s plan that agreat many truths of the Bible were not
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to be understood by anyone until very near the end of time. And yet, for almost
2,000 years, earnest, devoted, faithful Bible scholars, who were truly saved,
have had access to the Bible, and they have tried very hard to understand as
much of the Bible aspossible.

Thus, we can beginto seewhy God wrotethe Bibleinthevery complex,
complicated way that Hedid. Weunderstand, for example, why God allowed al
the churches to adopt a very faulty method of Bible interpretation. It is only
becausewe are near theend of time, and itisnow God’ s stated intention to give
usall thisadditional truth, that we are able to understand so much more Bible
truth than earlier Bible students.

Now WeAreat the Time of Under standing

Now, we have arrived at that time. Consequently, versesin the Bible
which heretofore have been mysterious are now being understood. Almost
every day new truth is pouring from the Bible. This is resulting in an
increasingly greater understanding of God’s plan for the end of the world. By
following the Biblical principle of comparing Scripture with Scripture, and
realizing that we must seek the spiritual truth hiddenwithin eachillustrationand
each anecdote and each historical event recorded in the Bible, God is opening
our eyesto understand all kindsof truththat heretofore hasbeen denied the most
earnest seeker of Biblical truth. Wearennow ableto discover theBiblical pattern
for the closing events of the world. This ability to know much more Biblical
truth has come only becauseit isin thistime of history that God is opening the
eyes of true believerswho are carefully searching the whole Bible for truth.

We must be reminded by the Biblethat it was God’ sintention that this
kind of information would someday be understood by the true believers.
Remember God' sdeclaration of Ecclesiastes 8:5-7:

Whoso keepeth the commandment shall feel no evil thing: and a
wise man’s heart discerneth both time and judgment. Because to
every purposethereistimeand judgment, ther eforethe misery of
man isgreat upon him. For heknoweth not that which shall be: for
who can tell him when it shall be?

Intheseverses, Godisteaching usthat man, by nature, hasnoideaof the
timetable of theday of hisdeath or the detailsof God’ sjudgment processfor the
end of theworld. However, inthelife of thetrue believer, theindividual with a
wise man’sheart, itis God’ s purpose that he will know time and judgment.

The fact is that the true believers will know a great amount of time
information, from the Bible, but the true believers have become aware of this
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truth only in our day. Thus, for example, itisinour day that true believershave
discovered fromtheBibletheentire calendar of history, beginningwith creation
intheyear 11,013 B.C.

The principa set forth in Ecclesiastes 8 is further declared in |
Thessalonians 5:2-6, whereweread:

For your selvesknow per fectly that theday of theL ord socometh as
athief in thenight. For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then
sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman
with child; and they shall not escape. But ye, brethren, arenot in
darkness, that that day should overtakeyou asathief. Yeareall the
children of light, and thechildren of theday: wearenot of thenight,
nor of darkness. Thereforelet usnot sleep, asdo others; but let us
watch and be sober .

These verses teach that for those who are satisfied with their present
knowledge of the Bible, or their present philosophy of life, which includesthe
ideathat they need not fear judgment day, for them, Christ will come as athief
in the night. They have no knowledge of or trust in the time information the
Biblegives.

On the other hand, those who are watching and are sober, that is, have
a sound mind because God has given them a new resurrected soul, they will
know much about the character and timing of Christ’sreturn.

This principle is further set forth in the language of Amos 3:7, where
God says:

Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret
unto hisservantstheprophets.

With these principles in mind, we know that we are enabled to
anticipate the closing events of the world's history. Of course, these truths,
which we believe relate to the end of the world, must not only come from the
Bible, but also, they must stand the most careful scrutiny of the Bible.

TheBibleclearly tellsusthat Christ will comeasathief inthenight (11
Peter 3:10; | Thessalonians 5:2). Throughout the church age, the churcheshave
taught this. Based upon their best efforts to understand the Bible, God-fearing
Bible teachers and theol ogians have correctly insisted that we must be deeply
concerned about our personal salvation because we have no guarantee that we
will be alive tomorrow. Moreover, most churches taught that we must also
realizethat theend of theworld and thereturn of Christinjudgment could occur
at any time.

However, as we have aready indicated, throughout the church age,
there was no clear knowledge of the Biblical timeline of history. No one had
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been able to determine the precise year of creation, the year of the flood of
Noah’ sday, theyear Abraham wascircumcised, theday and theyear of Christ’s
baptism, etc.

Thislack of accurate knowledge of thetiming of past events, aswell as
any knowledge of thetiming of Christ’ sreturn, was carefully planned by God.
Thisisindicated in Daniel 12, where weread that Daniel, who had been given
an understanding of much end-time information, was told to “shut up the
wor ds, and seal the book even to thetime of theend” (Daniel 12:4).

But now we are at thetime of the end, and God has opened our spiritual
eyestotheimportance of statementssuch asthoserecordedin Ecclesiastes8:5-6
andin Amos3:7.

Therefore, as we have previously noted, the Bible teaches us in |
Thessalonians 5:2-6 that many people in our day will continue to insist that
Christ will come as athief in the night, only to find that they are the objects of
God' swrath.

Because we are now very near the time of the end, these verses are
extremely significant. In our day we have been able, by God’ smercy, to unfold
the timeline of history by careful study of the Bible. Not only has the Bible
disclosed to us much information concerned with the precise timetable of past
historical events recorded in the Bible, but it has aso given us much time
information concerned with the events that must occur at the very end of the
world.

We should not be surprised that this is so. When God destroyed the
wholeearthinNoah' sday, Hemade surethat theworld of that day knew that this
terrible event, the destruction of the world by a huge flood, was coming, and
a so, theexact day it would occur. Noah was not only the builder of thehugeark,
the building of which would have been well known to theworld of that day, but
Noah himself was “a preacher of righteousness’ (Il Peter 2:5). Seven days
before the flood began, God gave Noah the precise date when the flood would
begin (Genesis 7:4, 10, 16).

Likewise, when God was about to destroy the wicked city of Nineveh,
God sent the prophet Jonah to warn the city that in 40 days, after Jonah beganto
warn the city, the city would be destroyed (Jonah 3:4).

Likewise, we must understand that today, God is giving information
concerning the exact timetable of the end of the world. Thisinformation must
come only from the Bible. The Bible today isno different in any way from the
Bible that was completed more than 1,900 years ago. But because it was not
God's plan to reveal this information until the end of time, this information
concerning details of thetime of the end of the world was deeply hidden in the
words of the Bible. Therefore, it was not possible for even the most faithful,
diligent Bible studentsto understand this.
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Nevertheless, it has always been God's plan that near the time of the
end, thisextensivetimeinformation must become availableto theworld. Since
al of the Biblical evidence shows that presently, we are ailmost to the end of
time, we can be assured that this important time information should now be
available, and indeed, must be shared with the whole world.

By carefully examining al of the information the Bible gives
concerning the historical events recorded in the Bible, we are enabled to
understand very much about the timing and nature of future events, all the way
tothelast day of the earth’ sexistence. We can outlineanumber of fundamental
truthsthat the Bible teaches us, and they are asfollows.

1. TheBibleisavery analytical book. Itisnot writtenin such away as
to encourage subjective analysisor philosophical reasoning (11 Peter 1:20). Itis
written like an engineering book, wherein truth is presented as absol ute fact.

2. Each and every number recorded in the Bible is accurate. Even
though anumber may bedifficult to understand, it must never beregarded asan
error.

3. Thereis great precision in the occurrence of historical events. For
example, Israel  wasin Egypt for 430 years, to the very day. | srael wasin the
wilderness traveling from Egypt to Canaan for 40 years, to the very day.

4. Frequently, but not always, God uses certain numbersof the Bibleto
illustrate spiritual truth. Jesus Christ alludes to the spiritual significance of
numbers in Matthew 18:21-22. When Peter asked Jesus how many times he
must forgive his brother, Jesus used numbers to explain His answer. He says
inverse22:

... 1 say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times
seven.

Sinceweareto alwaysforgive each other, we can seethat Jesusisusing
numbersto portray spiritual truths. These numbers could stand alone or be part
of alarger number. This greatly assists in harmonizing and linking together
parallel eventsthat occur many years apart. The following isalist of most of
thesenumbers.

2- Those who have been commissioned to bring the Gospel

3- God'spurpose

4- Thefarthest extentintimeor indistancethat God spiritually hasin
view
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5- Theatonement, which emphasizes both judgment and salvation

7- Theperfect fulfillment of God’ s purpose

10- Thecompleteness of whatever isin view

11- Thefirst coming of Christ, 11,000 years after creation

12- Thefullnessof whatever isin view

13- Theend of the world, the details of which began exactly 13,000
yearsafter creation

17- Heaven

23- God' swrath or judgment

37- God'swrath or judgment

40- Testing

43- God swrath or judgment

An example of how we can discover spiritual truth by meansof alarge
number that can be broken downinto smaller numbersisgiveninJohn21. There
the Biblerecordsthe catching of 153 fish. The net did not break. Thefish were
al safely brought to land, which represents heaven, without the use of a ship,
which typifies the local church. Spiritually, these fish represent all the true
believers, the elect, who will be saved from hell, which istypified by the sea,
after thechurch ageisfinished. Thenumber 153isdivisible, whichweseeby the
numbers3 x 3x 17 = 153. Spiritually, the numbers signify that the number 153
describes God' s purpose (3) to bring to heaven (17) all those whom God has
saved from the wrath of God. Thus, the number 153 assists us in seeing the
spiritual truthsthat are hidden in this historical event.

5. At times the Bible calls attention to a number that is prophesying a
futureevent. For example, in Daniel 12:12, God speaks of ablessed personwho
waitsand comestol,335 days. Wediscover that thisis prophesying the coming
of Jesus, whose spiritual atoning work for this earth began on September 26,
A.D. 29, when Hewasofficially announced asthe Lamb of God. It went on until
May 22, A.D. 33, the Pentecost day when the Holy Spirit was poured out and the
church age officially began. The time between these two events was exactly
1,335 daysinclusive, as Daniel 12:12 had predicted.

6. It must be clearly understood that the true understanding of any
Biblical truth can come only when the Holy Spirit decidesit istime for usto
know that truth. God must open our heartsand spiritual eyesbeforeany truth can
beknown. Therefore, apleafor thisspiritual sight should bethe constant prayer
of anyone who seeks to know any truth of the Bible. This also applies very
directly to an understanding of thetiming and nature of theclosing eventsof this
world’ shistory.
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7.In Colossians 2:16 and 17, God informs us that the ceremonial feast
days are shadows of thingsto come. These verses declare:

L et no man thereforejudgeyou in meat, or in drink, or in respect
of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days. Which
are a shadow of thingsto come; but thebody isof Christ.

Therefore, we can expect and do find that every important juncturein
theunfolding of God' sGospel plan occursonthe date of aceremonial feast day.
For example, Christ was crucified on the day the Passover wasto be observed.
Theday of Pentecost wastheday theHoly Spirit waspoured out at the beginning
of the church age. Wewill find that this principlefollowsthrough all theway to
thelast day of the earth’ s existence, which comes on aday that identifies with
the last day of the feast of tabernacles.

Inour study of the Bible, if wekeep these seven principlesin mind, we
will be greatly helped in our effort to learn truth from the Bible.

Because of theimportance of point 7, which speaks of the relationship
of the Biblical ceremonia dates to the important juncturesin the unfolding of
God' stimeline of history, it would bewell to further emphasizethisissue. Inso
doing, we will also discover the great precision that frequently exists between
thesehistorical junctures. Wewill later discover that thisprecision continuesto
the very last day of the world’ s existence.

Thelmportant TimeJuncturesArelLinked to Ceremonial Feast Days

Aspreviously noted, many of theimportant juncturesin the unfolding
of time were tied very precisely to the ceremonial feast days that were to be
observed by Old Testament Israel. The Biblical ceremonia calendar was
governed by the elapsed time from one new moon to the next, which made the
Biblical month either 29 or 30 days. By carefully analyzing thetimeinformation
intheBible, welearnthat thefirst month of each year began ascloseto thespring
vernal equinox as possible, but no earlier than 14 days before the spring
equinox, whichisMarch 21 or March 22.

As we have noted, God ingtituted a number of very important
ceremonial feaststhat wereidentified withimportant aspectsof God’ ssalvation
program. They were a “shadow of things to come.” These important
ceremonial feast daysareasfollows.

1. The Passover, thel4™ day of the first month.

2. Pentecost, also called the feast of harvest, 50 days after the seventh-
day Sabbath that was simultaneous with Passover day or was the first Sabbath
day after the Passover.
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3. The first day of the seventh month was a special feast day that
theologianscall thefeast of trumpets. More properly, it should becalled thefeast
of jubilee. The trumpets that were sounded on that day were not the Biblical
silver trumpets. On that date, it was the “shophar,” the ram’s horn, that was
blown. The Bible, when correctly translated, speaks of it as the day of jubilee
(Numbers 29:1) or amemorial of thejubilee (Leviticus 23:24).

4. Every fiftieth year was a jubilee year, which emphasized that the
Gospel (liberty) was to be proclaimed to the whole world. The jubilee years
began in 1407 B.C. when Israel entered the land of Canaan and were to be
observed at 50 year intervals thereafter (Leviticus 25:8-13). Thus, 7 B.C., the
year Christ was born, was ajubilee year. And A.D. 1994, which came 2,000
years after 7 B.C., wasalso ajubilee year.

5. Thetenth day of the seventh month was called the day of atonement.
It, too, wascalled aday of jubilee(Leviticus25:9), and it waslooking toward the
great event of Jesus providing atonement for the sins of al He came to save.

6. The 15" day to the 22" day of the seventh month was the feast of
tabernacles, which was at the same time as the feast of ingathering.

Significantly, thetiming of each of thesefeast daysidentified with very
important junctures in the unfolding of God's salvation program. When we
harmonize al of the Biblical information that hel ps us devel op the timeline of
history all the way to the end of time, we discover the following.

1. Considerable evidence in the Bible points to the fact that, in all
likelihood, Jesus, who isthe very essence of the jubilee, wasborn on October 2,
in7B.C. Theyear 7B.C. isajubileeyear. October 2, in 7 B.C., was the day of
atonement onwhich the* shofar” (ram’ shorn) of thejubileewasto be sounded.
Thus, both the day of atonement and theyear 7 B.C. identified with thejubilee.
Remember, the jubilee focused on the fact that the Gospel wasto be published
totheentireworld. And Jesus cameto thisearthto makeall thearrangementsso
that the Gospel could be published throughout the world. Thus, we see the
remarkablelink of thetiming of thebirth of Jesus, whoisthevery essence of the
jubilee, with the day and year that were focused on the jubilee.

2. The next important juncturein God' s salvation program wasthe day
Jesus officially began His work as the Messiah. It was the day He was
announced to theworld asthe Lamb of God who had cometo takeaway thesins
of theworld. According to our modern calendar, it was September 26, A.D. 29.
AccordingtotheBiblical calendar, itisthefirst day of the seventh month, which
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is the date of the feast of jubilee (incorrectly called the feast of trumpets by
theologians). We surely can see the beautiful similarities of the announcement
of the official beginning of the ministry of Jesus, our jubilee, with a feast of
jubilee.

3. Jesus, asthesacrificial Lamb of God, literally suffered thepenalty as
demanded by the law of God, before He created the world (see To God Be the
Glory). It had to be equivalent to the punishment that would have been given
to those He came to save, as He made the payment for their sins. This
demonstration of thisenormous punishment began on Thursday eveninginthe
Garden of Gethsemane and continued until just before sundownon Friday. This
awesome event occurred precisely at the same time that the Bible commanded
that the feast of the Passover wasto be observed. That Friday, according to the
Biblical calendar, was the fourteenth day of the first month. According to our
modern calendar, it was April 1, A.D. 33.

4.InA.D. 33, theBiblical calendar called for the observance of thefeast
of Pentecost on Sunday, May 22, according to our modern calendar. Thiswas
theday thefirstfruitsof the harvest wereto bebrought in. Onthat very sameday,
May 22, A.D. 33, theHoly Spirit waspoured out and thefirstfruitsof thechurch
age were brought into the kingdom of God. Remember, in Acts 2:41, we read
that about 3,000 persons were saved on that day.

5. Each Pentecost day throughout the church age, which continued from
A.D. 3310 1988, emphasized that the firstfruits were to continue to be brought
in. Therefore, the church age would have ended the day before Pentecost in
1988. ThiswasMay 21, 1988. Thus, the church age continued for exactly 1,955
full years, to the very day.

6. Aswe continueinthisstudy, wewill learn that the church age ended
on May 21, 1988 (A.D.). This date coincided with the beginning of the time
when God began to prepare the churches and the world for what the Bible calls
the“ great tribulation.” Weshall alsolearnthat during thefirst 2,300 daysof this
8,400-day tribulation, virtually no one could become saved.

7. But then, as we shall discover in this study, 2,300 days after the
beginning of the great tribulation, God' s final great salvation program began.
That day of history was September 7, 1994 (A.D.). It was on that date that God
again poured out HisHoly Spirit, sothat for thenext 17 years, all over theworld,
agreat multitude of peoplewould become saved.* Indeed, no onewas aware of
thisawesome action of God at thetimeit occurred. But the Bible assures usthat
itdid occur. That September 7, according to the Biblical calendar, wasthefirst
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day of the seventh month, when the feast of jubilee (remember, it has been
incorrectly called the feast of trumpets), was to be observed. That year, 1994,
when this grand event happened, was ajubileeyear, just as 7 B.C., when Jesus
washorn, wasajubileeyear. Again we seetheremarkablelinking of thetiming
of the unfolding of God's salvation plan with the Biblical timing of the
ceremonial feast days.

ThePrecision of Important Salvation Events

By carefully studying the Biblewelearnthat the unfolding of important
juncturesin God' ssalvation plan for theworldisnot at all haphazard or erratic.
Every event followed avery carefully planned time program that isrevealedin
God' slaw book, the Bible. The following are anumber of examples of this.

1. Israel wasin Egypt for 430 yearsto thevery day (Exodus 12:40-41).
Theyearswere 1877 B.C. to 1447 B.C.

2. WhenIsrael left Egyptin 1447 B.C., itwasprecisely, tothevery day,
40 yearslater that they arrived at the Jordan River, whichthey then crossed over
to gointo the land of Canaan.

3. AsprophesiedinDaniel 12:12, itwasprecisely 1,335 days, inclusive,
that Christ’swork as the Messiah took place. He officially began hiswork on
September 26, A.D. 29, when He was announced as the Lamb of God (John
1:29). Exactly 1,335 dayslater, inclusive, on May 22, A.D. 33, the Holy Spirit
was poured out and the church age officially began.

4. Thechurch ageembraced, tothevery day, exactly 1,955 yearsin that
it began on Pentecost day, May 22, A.D. 33, and ended the day before Pentecost
onMay 21,1988 (A.D.).

* In Ezekiel 39:29, we read, “Neither will | hide my face any more from them: for | have poured
out my spirit upon the house of Israel, saith the Lord GOD.” The phrase “Neither will | hide my
face anymore from them” identifies with God'’s final salvation program, which comes during the
last part of the great tribulation. We know this to be true because God’s salvation program, during
the 1,480 years that Israel represented the kingdom of God, and during the 1,955-year church age,
when all the churches represented the kingdom of God, both ended with God turning away from
them. Itis only during the final ingathering, during the last part of the great tribulation, that God will
never again turn His face from them. See also Joel 2:28-32, where God speaks about pouring out
the Holy Spirit. These verses are quoted in Acts 2:17-21. In Joel 2, the focus is on the pouring out
of the Holy Spirit during the great tribulation. In Acts 2, the focus of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit

is on Pentecost in A.D. 33 and the great tribulation.
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5. Therewere exactly, to the very year, 13,000 years from creation, in
the year 11,013 B.C., until the end of the church age, which was aso the
beginning of God' sfinal activity of salvation and judgment. We will learn that
thisbeganin A.D.1988.

6. There are exactly 7,000 years from the flood of Noah's day, which
destroyed everything on the earth in 4990 B.C., to A.D. 2011, which we will
learnistheyear that God will destroy thispresent universeandrecreateit asnew
heavensand anew earth.

7.Evenasitwasprophesiedin Daniel 8:14, wewill learnthat therewere
precisely 2,300 days from the beginning of the great tribulation, which
coincided with the end of the church ageon May 21, 1988, until the pouring out
of the Holy Spirit. This pouring out of the Holy Spirit, which occurred on
September 7, 1994, is the beginning date of the final, magnificent 17-year
harvest of great numbers of people who have become true believers.

Theseare someof thevery precisetime periodsthat show that God had
prearranged the unfolding of the Gospel in theworld.

God Used the Templeto Illustrate Spiritual Truth

We must remember that sometimes the Bible presents an historical
event to illustrate the wrath of God as well as the mercy and love of God. For
exampl e, the Bibledescribesthe awful judgment of God ontheworld of Noah's
day. Heutilized the waters of theflood to destroy mankind. However, in | Peter
3:20, while speaking of thisflood, God indicatesthat “eight soulswer e saved
by water.” Likewise, Israel passed through the Red Seain safety to illustrate
salvation. However, the Egyptian armies were destroyed in the Red Sea to
illustrate God' s judgment on the wicked. Thus, in these illustrations, God is
showing Hiswrath and His mercy through the same event.

In similar fashion, God used the magnificent temple constructed by
Solomontoillustrate God’ sjudgment and alsotoillustrate God' ssalvation. This
temple, likethetabernacle at Shiloh, illustrated the building of God’ skingdom
during the church age. However, in time, God destroyed both the temple at
Shiloh and also Solomon’ s temple in Jerusalem because of the wickedness of
Israel and Judah. Likewise, in our time, God has brought Hisjudgment upon the
churches of our day. These churches were typified by the tabernacle and the
temple. Not one of the churches of today is any longer included in God's
salvation plan. The temple, which typified the entire church age, no longer
exists. Not one stoneis|eft upon another (Matthew 24:1-3).

But God also uses Solomon’'s temple to typify and illustrate God's
wonderful salvation planthat istaking placein our day. HedoesthisintheBible
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as He describes the dedication of the temple. All of the eventsthat occurredin
connection with this dedication took placein the seventh month of the Biblical
calendar (I Kings8:2). The Bible speaks of the seventh month asthe end of the
year (Exodus 23:16, 34:22). Itisin our day that we arein the end of the year,*
insofar asthe history of theworld is concerned. Thus, we must understand that
all of the eventsinvolved in the dedication of Solomon’ stemple were pointing
to, or typifying, the Gospel eventsthat are occurring in our day, the time of the
fina harvest.

TheTempleDedication I nformation Gives | mportant TimeInformation

In connection with the dedication of Solomon’ stemple, God employed
an interesting way to show that the end of the world isone day later than when
wewould expectit. In sodoing, Godisalso showing usthegreat precision of the
timing of the end of the world. To obtain thisinformation, we should first note
how God usesthe phrase “last day.”

Aswe examinethe phrase“last day” wefindthat itisrecorded in only
eight placesintheBible. Four of these placesarerecorded in John 6, where God
speaksabout giving all thetruebelieverstheir resurrected bodiesonthelast day
(John 6:39, 40, 44, 54). The phrase“last day” isalsofoundin John 11:24. There
we read that Martha, standing beside the tomb of her dead brother Lazarus,
declares, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit:

... know that heshall riseagain in theresurrection at thelast day.
Thisphraseisalso recorded in John 12:48, where Christ declares:

Hethat reecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth
him: theword that | have spoken, thesameshall judgehimin thelast day.

The remaining two instances of God’ suse of the phrase“last day” are,
very significantly, in connection with the last day of the feast of tabernacles.
They arerecorded in John 7:37 and Nehemiah 8:18.

Thefeast of tabernacleswassimultaneouswith thefeast of ingathering.
These feasts are definitely linked to the end of the world. Thus, we are not
surprised that God uses the words “last day” in connection with the feast of
tabernacles. That is, the last day of the feast of tabernacles should show usthe
timing of the last day of the end of the world.

* |t is significant that the Bible speaks of Enoch being taken into heaven, without dying, at the age
of 365 (Genesis 5:23-24). Surely it is not coincidental that this first example of the rapture occurred
to a true believer at an age that coincides with one year (365 days), of earth’s history.
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IntheBiblical ceremonial calendar, thesesimultaneousfeasts, thefeast
of tabernacles and the feast of ingathering, were to be seven days in length,
beginning on the 15" day of the seventh month. The day immediately following
these seven days, which the Bible calls the eighth day, was aso called both a
“solemn assembly” (Leviticus23:36) and a“ Sabbath” (Leviticus23:39). Thus,
thefeast of tabernaclesactually included eight daysthat began on the 15" day of
the seventh month and concluded on the 22" day, and this final day wasto be
observed asa Sabbath.

It was God's purpose, however, to show us that when we make the
application of these days to the end of the world, the eighth day is to be
considered to be two daysin length, so that the eighth day will also include the
23 day of the Biblical seventh month.

Thistruth is developed by God in the Biblical information relating to
the dedication of Solomon’s temple, which can be shown to be strikingly
identified with the events taking place at the end of theworld. In11 Chronicles,
God describes the dedication of Solomon’s temple. We should look at afew
statements God has madein connection with the dedication. They areasfollows.

1. Thetime wasin the seventh month (11 Chronicles 7:10).
2. The dedication of the altar was seven days (I1 Chronicles 7:9).

3. Thenthey kept thefeast of tabernacles (feast of the Bible) seven days
(I Chronicles 7:8-9). Thus, 14 days had passed (I Kings 8:65).

4. Theseven-day celebration of thefeast of tabernacleswasfollowed by
the eighth day when they observed a solemn assembly (1 Chronicles 7:8-9).

Thiseighth day would have been observed asa Sabbath day (Leviticus
23:39), when nowork would be performed, and travel would have beenlimited.
According to Acts 1:12, the distance between the Mount of Olives and
Jerusalem, which was less than one-half mile, was the only length or distance
they were permitted totravel onaSabbath day. Remarkably, inl Kings8:66, we
reed:

On the eighth day he sent the people away: and they blessed the
king, and went unto their tentsjoyful and glad of heart for all the
goodnessthat the LORD had donefor David his servant, and for
| srael hispeople.

TheEighth Day, October 21, 2011

As we have noted, this eighth day ordinarily was the 22" day of the
seventh month and wasto be observed asa Sabbath. The people had comefrom
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all over theland of Israel (I Kings 8:65). How could they be expected to do all

thework of moving and traveling on aday that wasto be observed asa Sabbath?
God solved thisproblem by indicating that the eighth day wasto continuefor an
additional day. That additional one day was the 23" day of the seventh month.

Weread thisin Il Chronicles7:10:

Andonthethreeand twentieth day of theseventh month hesent the
people away into their tents, glad and merry in heart for the
goodnessthat the LORD had shewed unto David, and to Solomon,
and tolsrael hispeople.

Please notetheamost identical language of thisverseto that of | Kings
8:66 (quoted above). Remember, | Kings 8:66 referred to the eighth day, which
wasthe 22" day of the month, whereas |l Chronicles 7:10 refersto the 23 day
of themonth.

Thisdisclosureisvery significant when werealizethat the dedi cation of
thetempleand the abservance of thefeast of tabernacles (thefeast of the Bible),
areintimately identified with the completion of God' sjudgment plan at theend
of theworld. Itmeansthatin A.D. 2011, theeighth day of thefeast of tabernacles
(feast of the Bible) isactually to be considered two daysin length. Whereasthe
eighth day (the 22™ day of the seventh month), is October 20, in actuality, itis
to be observed asthey did in |1 Chronicles 7:10, on the 23 day of the seventh
month, whichisOctober 21, 2011. Thus, we must realizethat October 21, 2011
will bethefinal day of thisearth’s existence.

Another L ook at the Feast of Taber nacles

When we examined the dedi cation of Solomon’ stemple, wediscovered
that the feast of tabernacleswasanintegral part of the dedication activities. We
alsolearned that it hel ps usto know thetiming of the end of theworld. But why
wasit called the feast of tabernacles?

Wewill discover that theHebrew word that istrans ated as*” tabernacl€”
inconnectionwiththisfeastisaHebrew word that ismorecommonly trans ated
“booth.” Moreover, we will discover that the word “booth” identifies with the
cloud and thefirethat covered the tabernacl e throughout the 40 yearsthat | srael
was in the wilderness, on their way from Egypt to the land of Canaan.
Furthermore, we will discover that the cloud and the fire represented the
commandments of God, thus making the booth represent the commandments of
God. Therefore, thefeast of tabernaclesactually isthefeast of thelaw of God or
the feast of the Bible. The feast of tabernacles (the feast of the Bible),
emphasizesthe glory of God as developed by the glory of God’ slaw book, the
Bible.

33



The Hebrew word for tabernacle that God placed in the phrase
“feast of tabernacles” is the word “sukkah,” which is also translated
“booth.” A passage of the Bible that helps us to understand this word is
Isaiah 4:5-6. There weread:

And the LORD will create upon every dwelling place of mount
Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the
shining of aflaming fire by night: for upon all theglory shall bea
defence. And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in the
daytime from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a covert
from storm and fromrain.

The Hebrew word trandlated as“ defence” in thisverse would be better
trandlated as“ cover.” The phrase translated as“ ther e shall be a tabernacle”
would bebetter trandlated as*“ it shall beabooth.” Thus, theseverseswould be
better trandl ated:

And Jehovah will createupon every dwelling place of M ount Zion,
upon her assembly, acloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a
flamingfireby night: for upon all theglory shall beacover. And it
shall beabooth for ashadow in thedaytimefrom the heat, and for
aplace of refuge, and for a cover from storm and from rain.

These verses are teaching the following.
1. “every dwelling place of mount Zion” This refers to every
aspect of the kingdom of God, of which we have become acitizen when we

become saved.

2.“upon her assembly” Thisisasingular word that speaksof onegreat
eternal assembly that consists of all those who have become saved.

3. “acloud and smoke by day and the shining of a flaming fire by
night” Thisrefersto the law of God, the Bible, which gives spiritual direction
tomankind.

4.“upon all theglory shall beacover” Thisrefersto theglory of the
kingdom of God that has the cloud by day and the fire by night as a cover.

5. “and it shall beatabernacle[booth] for a shadow in thedaytime
from theheat and for a place of refugeand for a cover [hiding place] from
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storm and from rain.” The cloud and the fire, that is, the Word of God is a
booth that covers and provides a hiding place from the wrath of God, the storm
andtherain.

Earlier welearned that the cloud and pillar of firerelate to the Word of
God. We can see this aswe note that the Bible has much to say about the cloud
and pillar of firegiving directionto I srael duringtheir 40 yearsinthewilderness.
For example, weread in Numbers 9:21-23:

And so it was, when the cloud abode from even unto the morning,
and that the cloud was taken up in the morning, then they

journeyed: whether it was by day or by night that the cloud was
taken up, they jour neyed. Or whether it weretwo days, or amonth,
or ayear, that the cloud tarried upon the tabernacle, remaining
thereon, thechildren of | srael abodein their tents, and jour neyed
not: but when it was taken up, they journeyed. At the

commandment of the LORD they rested in the tents, and at the
commandment of the L ORD they journeyed: they kept thecharge
of the LORD, at the commandment of the LORD by the hand of
M oses.

In Numbers 9:15-23, God is very clearly associating the cloud by day
and the fire by night with the commandments of God. And of course, the
commandments of God arethe Bible.

Wemust understand, of course, that if we never become saved, thelaw
of God will causethe damnation of Hisanger tofall uponus. However, if weare
one of God's elect (and we can know we are, if we have received our new
resurrected soul), then weare not under the penalty of eternal damnation for our
sins. Thatis, thelaw can nolonger condemn us. Instead, thelaw isthe guarantee
that God givesusthat weareeternally securein Christ. Wearehidden by thelaw
of God fromthewrath of God. Andthelaw of God, the Bible, givesuscomplete
direction asto how we areto live altogether to God’ s glory.

Thus, wehavelearned that thefeast of tabernacl esisaltogether focused
onthe Bible by which God reveal s His exceedingly great glory. So, it would be
more accurate to speak of the “feast of tabernacles’ asthe“feast of the Bible.”
Thefeast of the Biblewasobserved on the samedaysthat thefeast of ingathering
was observed. The feast of ingathering came at the same time that the final
harvesting of the year took place. Spiritually, this points to the truth that the
Bibleisglorified by thefeast of the Bible. Thisfocus on the glorious nature of
theBibleisfurther demonstrated as God bringsin afina huge harvest of people
who become saved just before the end of the world.

35



Thisfinal ingathering is prophesied in Romans 9:28. There we read:

For he will finish the work [Greek, logos], and cut it short in
righteousness: because a short work [logos] will the Lord make
upontheearth.

The Greek word “logos” isordinarily transated as“word.” Therefore,
thisverserefersto the present short period of time, whichwewill learnfromthe
Bibleisthefinal 17 years of the earth’ s history. The key to the importance of
these 17 yearsisthe glorious Word (logos) of God by which God is presently
saving a great multitude which no man could number (Revelation 7:9). This
final evangelization of theworld that is presently taking place will not stumble
or falter. It will transition without any defects or hesitations into its eternal
completeness, when in avery short time Christ returnsand raptures all thetrue
believers, the elect, throughout the world to be eternally with Him in the new
heavens and the new earth.
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Chapter 4.
We Begin Our Search for the Timetable of the End

Weshall now outlinethebasic truthswelearn from the Biblethat direct
usto an exact understanding of the final timeline of history.

Throughout thelast 2,000 years, during which timetheentire Biblehas
been available, devout, dedicated true believers have earnestly searched the
Bibletotry todiscover thefutureunfolding of thisearth’ shistory. They wereall
aware of onetruth, that is, there would come atime when thisworld’ s history
would cometo an end. It would coincidewith thereturn of Jesusastherighteous
judge of the earth, and the rapture of all the true believersto anew heaven and
anew earth, where eternally they will reign with Christ.

However, beforethistimewould come, therewould beaperiod of some
kind of great tribulation. Commonly, thiswaswrongly understood to be atime
of massive physical persecution of the believersin Christ. Inredity, itisatime
that can only be understood spiritually.

Chapters of the Bible like Matthew 24 and Mark 13 were particularly
studied with great care because they seemed to focus on such a tribulation
coming just beforethe return of Chrigt. It istruethat within thesetwo chapters,
God givesusthebest clueto help usbeginto build aBiblical framework that ties
the past to the end of history. That clueisin Mark 13:28, where God declares:

Now learn aparableof thefigtree; When her branch isyet tender,
and putteth forth leaves, yeknow that summer isnear:

Thisverse could not begin to be understood until about 60 yearsago, on
May 14, 1948. It was at that time that the Biblical fig tree, the nation of Israel,
again became a viable nation among the nations of the world. Thiswas amost
amiracle, becausefor theentireperiod from A.D. 70, when | srael together with
the city of Jerusalem and the temple were totally destroyed by the Romans,
Israel had not been a nation of the world with its own homeland. However,
almost miraculously, on May 14, 1948, it again became a nation with its own
homeland.

Immediately agreat many Christianscorrectly associated thisdramatic
event with the fig tree prophecy of Mark 13:28. They correctly saw that God
typified national Israel asafig tree, and that afig treein leaf related to Israel
again becoming anation.*

Because this verse insists that when the fig tree isin leaf, all of the
eventsrecordedin Mark 13 and Matthew 24 will then occur, wemust realizethat

* |srael, for example, is typified by the fig tree that Christ cursed, so that it would never again bring
forth fruit (Mark 11:12-21).

37



God hasgiven an outstanding cluethat thetime of theend of theworld hascome
very close. Thisisbecause acareful reading of Matthew 24 and Mark 13 shows
that these events identify with a time of great tribulation (Matthew 24:21),
which will befollowed by the return of Christ (Matthew 24:29-31).

Another clue that God gives usisfound in Revelation 7:9-14. There
God speaks of agreat multitude which no man could number, that would come
out of the great tribulation. (The article “the” was not translated, but it isin the
original Greek.) Additionally, in Luke21:22, which isalso speaking of thetime
of great tribulation, God speaks of thistribul ation asatime of vengeance. God' s
punishment on the wicked isatime of vengeance. During the great tribulation,
God has begunto prepare the peoples of theworld and all thelocal churchesfor
the completion of God' sjudgment process.

The next verse that helps usis Matthew 24:22, where we read:

And except those days should be shortened, there should no
flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be
shortened.

It appearsthat thisverseissaying that thisisatime of great tribulation
when God's vengeance on mankind will begin. However, because many of
God’ select, thosewho were chosen by God to become saved (Ephesians 1:3-6),
havenot yet become saved, the period of tribulation hasbeen shortened. In other
words, thisperiod of great tribulationisgreatly identified with God’ sjudgment
plan, but at the same time it is identified with some kind of great surge in
salvation activity. How can we reconcile these ideas?

We have learned from the examination of the unfolding of historical
eventsof the Bible, and from the teaching of Colossians 2:16-17, that they link
to ceremonial feast days. The year of jubilee, for example, emphasizes that
liberty (salvation) isto be published to theworld. Thefactis, al of the Biblical
evidence pointsto the very high likelihood that Jesus, who isthe very essence
of the jubilee, was born in the jubilee year 7 B.C., on the day of atonement, at
which timethe shophar (ram’ shorn) of thejubilee (Hebrew “teruah”) sounded
(Leviticus25:9).*

Moreover, welearned that Jesuswas officially announced asthe Lamb
of God on September 26, A.D. 29, which Biblically was Tishri 1 (Tishri isthe
seventh month), whichisalso called theday of jubilee (Numbers29:1). Because
Christ, thejubilee, had come and was officially announced, the stage was set to
sendthe Gospel into all theworld. Seven weeksafter the Sunday when Jesuswas

*The English translations in some passages translate the Hebrew word “teruah” as “trumpets.” But
in Leviticus 25:9, regarding the day of atonement, we read that this same word “teruah” is translated
correctly as “jubilee.” Thus, the phrase “day of blowing the trumpets” would be better translated as
“day of jubilee.”
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resurrected, the Holy Spirit was poured out and worldwide evangelization did
begin.

It would seem that if thereis agreat surge of salvation activity, then it
would somehow relateto ajubileeyear. Therefore, intheyearsfollowing 1948,
when would there be another jubilee year? There are exactly 50 yearsfrom one
jubilee year to the next jubilee year. Indeed, 1994 isthefirst jubilee year after
1948. Itisexactly 2,000 years after thejubileeyear of 7 B.C. when Christ, who
isthe very essence of thejubilee, was born.

Thejubileedefinitely relatesto God’ ssalvation program. But the Bible
assures us that this jubilee year isin the midst of the time of great tribulation,
whichisatimeof preparationfor God' sfinal judgment activities. How canthese
simultaneous contradictory events be at the same time and relate to the year
1994?

The prophecy of Daniel 8 becomesvery helpful. In Matthew 24, where
welearn about thisgreat tribul ation, God directsusto | ook for moreinformation
inthe Book of Daniel. Matthew 24:15-16 declares:

When yether efor e shall seetheabomination of desolation, spoken
of by Daniel theprophet, stand in theholy place, (whosor eadeth, let
him understand:) Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the
mountains:

In Daniel Chapter 8, God speaks of atime of 2,300 days during which
afiercekingwouldrule. Hewould causethedaily sacrificeto betaken away and
theabomination or transgression of desolationto take place so that the sanctuary
and host would be trodden under foot (Daniel 8:12-14). Spiritually, thismeans
that the true Gospel would be replaced with a satanic gospel. Significantly,
concerning the vision of 2,300 days, God declaresin Daniel 8:17, “for at the
time of theend shall bethevision.”

We have noted that the year 1994 is ajubilee year that focuses on the
worldwide proclamation of the Gospel. Isthat year, then, the end of the 2,300-
day period spoken of in Daniel 8, during which great abomination is taking
place?

If that is so, and 2,300 days earlier than 1994 was the year 1988, o,
could that be the year when the great tribulation began? That would mean that
during that time, for the first part of the great tribulation, virtually no one was
being saved. But it would also mean that during the last part of the tribulation,
a great multitude, which no man could number, would become saved
(Revelation 7:9-14).

Aswepuzzleabout this, weshould takenotethat in Acts 7:11 thewords
“great affliction” are used in connection with the experience of Jacob and all
Israel when they left the promised land, the land of Canaan, to go to Egypt to
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escape a seven-year famine. We know that this was a terrible experience for
Jacob. Thewords*“ great affliction” arethe same Greek wordsthat aretranslated
“great tribulation” in Matthew 24:21.*

Very significantly, wefind that Jacob went to Egypt during histime of
great tribulation in the year 1877 B.C. The year that we are examining in
connection with thegreat tribulation of Matthew 24:21 isthejubileeyear 1994.
These years, 1877 and 1994, are 3,870 years apart. 1,877 + 1,994 - 1 = 3,870.
(Since thereis no year zero, in going from the Old Testament calendar to the
New Testament, one year must be subtracted.) Very strikingly, 3,870 = 3 x
1,290.

The number 1,290 appears to be very significant because there was
another timewhen I sragl wasdriven from the promised land. Jerusalem and the
templewerecompl etely destroyed by theBabylonians. Thisoccurredintheyear
587 B.C., whichwasduring a70-year period of great wrath of God onthenation
of Judah. This70-year period began in the year 609 B.C. and ended in the year
539 B.C., when the city of Babylon was defeated by the Medes and Persians.
The awful event, the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple, occurred in the
year 587 B.C. Curiously, and surely significantly, the three years we are
examining (1877 B.C., 587 B.C., and A.D. 1994) are linked together by the
number 1,290.

1877B.C.-587B.C. = 1,290 years

587 B.C.t0 A.D. 1994 - 1 =2,580 years= 2 x 1,290

1877B.C.t0 A.D. 1994 - 1 = 3,870 years= 3 x 1,290

The number 1,290 is highlighted in the Bible in connection with the
spiritual activity that takes place at each of the above three times. The Bible
emphasizes thisrole of the number 1,290 in Daniel 12:11, where we read:

And from thetimethat the daily sacrifice shall betaken away, and

the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a

thousand two hundred and ninety days.

We must remember that at times, God speaks of a day to represent a

year. For example, inNumbers 14:34, God indicated that | srael would remainin
thewildernessfor 40 years, in accord with the 40 daysthe spies searched out the

*The words “greattribulation” are found only four times in the Bible. They are in Matthew 24:21 and
Revelation 7:14, which we have already examined, and also, Acts 7:11 and Revelation 2:22. In Luke
21:23, God chose the Greek words that are translated as “great distress” in speaking of the same
period.
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land of Canaan. Thus, we know that the 1,290 days of Daniel 12:11 can be
understood as 1,290 years. God is definitely linking together the terrible time
when Jacob had toleavethe promised land to go to Egypt, to the nation of Judah
being cast out of Jerusalem, and to something awful that happenedinthejubilee
year1994. What awful thing could that be?

We do know that the land of Canaan is used in the Bible to typify the
kingdom of God. Jerusalem and the temple also externally typify the kingdom
of God. Thus, for Jacob and hisfamily to leave the land of Canaan, it waslike
leaving thekingdom of God. Also, to bedriven from Jerusalem, and to know that
the temple had been destroyed, that was like being cast out of the kingdom of
God. But what typified the kingdom of God in the year 1994? We know that
throughout the church age, all of thelocal churchestypified thekingdom of God
becausethey werethedivineinstitution designed by God to externally represent
that kingdom. They were the caretakers of the Bible, and they had the
responsibility of sending the Gospel into all the world.

The great tribulation of Jacob's experience (Acts 7:11-12)
encompassed seven years of famine, but during that period, the worst time
occurred at the end of two years, when Jacob had to leave the promised land
(1877 B.C.). When Jacob and hisfamily were commanded to leave the land of
Canaan, it was like being commanded to |leave the kingdom of God. Nothing
could be more traumatic than that. It meant that the promised land, the land of
Canaan, had been surrendered to the heathens who were in the kingdom of
Satan. Therefore, symbolically, it was like Satan was given the rule of the
kingdom of God. Therefore, the year 1877 B.C. was asad and terrible year.

Likewise, themost terrible of Isragl’ s 70-year experience wasthe year
587 B.C., when Jerusalem and the temple, which also typified the kingdom of
God, weredestroyed. Inthat year, by God’ scommand, thetempleand Jerusalem
were destroyed by the king of Babylon, who typified Satan (Isaiah 14). Again,
it was like the kingdom of God on earth had come to an end.

Thesetwo historical eventstypified what happened in thejubileeyear,
A.D.1994. For 1,955 years, thechurchesall over theworld were symbolic of the
kingdom of God, even aswasthe land of Canaan in Jacob’ sday, and as Judea,
theland of Israel, Jerusalem, and the temple werein Isragl’ sday.

We will discover that some time earlier than 1994, God was finished
using the churchesto represent thekingdom of God. Thus, thewonderful jubilee
year 1994 was a horrible year for the churches. All over the world, God was
again saving countless numbers of people, but the churchesremained under the
spiritual rule of Satan. Truly, God was forever finished using the churches to
represent the kingdom of God. The situation was just as it wasin 1877 B.C.,
when theland of Canaan came under the compl eterulership of the heathen, and
intheyear 587 B.C., when the land of Judea came under the rule of the king of
Babylon.
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Theyear 1877 B.C. divided thetribulation that Jacob experienced into
two parts, even asthe year 587 B.C. divided the 70-year tribulation period that
Israel experienced into two parts. So, too, the great tribulation of our day was
divided into two partsin the year 1994, when it became certain that God was
forever finished using the churches to represent the kingdom of God.

Since these two tribulation periods of seven and seventy years are
patterns of the great tribulation of our day, we could expect that this present
tribulation period will aso identify with the number seven. We have already
discovered that thefirst part of the great tribulation appearsto identify with the
2,300 days of Daniel 8. Because Jacob’ s tribulation experience encompassed
seven years, and Judah’ stribulation experience encompassed 70 years, we can
expect that thetotal time of the present great tribulation period will also feature
the number seven. It could be 7,000 daysor possibly 7 x 12 x 100, which equals
8,400 days. Spiritually, the number 100 signifies “completeness’ and the
number 12 signifies“fullness.” Later wewill discover that the great tribulation
period is 8,400 days (23 years), and thisis solidly proven by much additional
Biblical information. Amazingly, there are exactly 8,400 daysin 23 years, and
the number 23 very frequently identifies with God' swrath.

Furthermore, we will note the parallelism that exists between the
divisioninto two parts of the seven years, the 70 years, and the 8,400 days. As
we have |learned, the seven-year period of Jacob'’ s tribulation was broken into
two parts. Thetraumatic experience of leaving theland of Canaan wasat theend
of thefirst two yearsof thesevenyears(Genesis45:6-8). Therefore, thefirst part
was two-sevenths, or 28.6% of the whole period. Likewise, the tribulation of
Judeabegan in the year 609 B.C. when King Josiah died, and continued to the
year 539 B.C. when Babylon was conquered by the Medes and Persians. This
70-year period wasdivided into two parts, thefirst part being 22 years. Twenty-
twois31.4% of 70 years.

Remember, the tribulation of Jacob and the tribulation of Judea are
patterns of our present great tribulation. Therefore, we would expect the first
part of the great tribulation of our day also to be closeto 28.6% or 31.4% of the
wholetribulation period. Indeed, wefind that 2,300 daysis27.4% of 8,400 days.
We can see the parallelism that exists by the closeness of 27.4% to 28.6% and
31.4%. Later we will discover many proofsin the Bible that show us that the
tentative division of 2,300 days as the first part of a total 8,400-day great
tribulation period isvery accurate.

Thus, welearn that the 8,400 days feature the number 7 (7 x 12 x 100).
It also appearsto bedivided into two parts, thefirst part being about 30% of the
wholetime. And because 23 years, whichinthe Biblefrequently identifieswith
God's wrath, is exactly 8,400 days in length, we are strongly encouraged to
believe that the great tribulation period is precisely 8,400 daysin length.
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Wereadin| Peter 4:17;

For thetimeiscomethat judgment must begin at thehouseof God:
andif it first begin at us, what shall theend be of them that obey not
thegospel of God?

In this verse, God is speaking about a preparatory time for God's
judgment to come, anditistobegininthechurches. Therefore, aperiod of 8,400
days (23 years) could possibly be that period of time.

The 2,300 days that identify with thefirst part of this great tribulation
can also identify with Revelation 8:1, where we read:

And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in
heaven about the space of half an hour.

Thetimeof about “ half anhour” wasatimewhen all over theworld, and
within all of the churches, virtually no one was being saved. We can know this
becauseweread in Luke 15:10:

Likewise, | say untoyou, thereisjoyinthepresence of theangelsof
God over onesinner that repenteth.

When peopl eare not becoming saved, thereissilencein heaven because
thereisnojoy.

Thus, we are discovering that at the end of the church age, thereisan
8,400-day (23 year) period that beginswith a2,300-day period, whenthewhole
world, and especially the churches, are being prepared for the day of judgment.

Thatiswhy weread, for example, in Revelation 13:7 and 8 about abeast
(Satan) who comes out of the sea (the wrath of God), and who overcomes the
saints (drives them out of the churches), and also rules over the world.

However, aswehavealready noted, theyear 1994 wasajubileeyear, at
whichtimetheHoly Spirit was poured out (Ezekiel 39:25-29; Joel 2:28-32), and
afinal great period of worldwide evangelism wasto take place. Wewould like
to believe that this meant that the churches would again be used of God.
However, aswearelearning, thelocal churchesthat cameinto existenceall over
theworld were typified by the temple, and God assures us that the time would
comethat the temple would be destroyed and there would not be left one stone
upon another (Matthew 24:1-3). Nowhere do weread that thetempl e, spoken of
inMatthew 24, wasrebuilt after it wastrodden down. That is, never againwould
God use any church to bring the Gospel to the world.

The great tribulation extends over the entire 8,400 days, which is
exactly afull 23 years. Thismeansthat startingin 1994, theyear of jubilee, God
used someother method to send the Gospel into theworld. Henolonger used the
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local congregations. That is, while somehow, the year 1994 was a wonderful
year of renewed Gospel outreachinto all theworld, for thelocal churches, itwas
amost terribleyear. Thiswas so because the churchesareto continueto theend
of the 8,400-day great tribulation period under the wrath of God.

The Date of the End of the Church Age

Theinformation we have examined thus far assures us that the jubilee
year 1994 wasthe end of aperiod of 2,300 days, during which virtually no one
was being saved anywhere in the world. That fact helps usto discover the date
of the end of the church age, which must coincide with the beginning of the 23-
year (8,400-day) great tribulation.

A time of 2,300 daysisafew monthslonger than six years. Therefore,
theend of the church agemust have occurred six yearsearlier thantheyear 1994.
Thus, it must have occurred in the year 1988.

To discover the precise day in 1988 when the church age came to an
end, wemust remember that the church agewaslinked to the ceremonial day of
thefeast of weeks, whichisalso called the day of Pentecost. It was observed on
the Sunday that was seven weeksafter thefirst Saturday (seventh-day Sabbath),
which came after the Passover feast. It was on that day that the firstfruitswere
brought to the temple. This anticipated the bringing in of the harvest, from all
over the world, the first harvest of true believers who were brought into the
kingdom of God. The official beginning of the church age was on the day of
Pentecostin A.D. 33. That day, when synchronized with our calendar, wasMay
22,A.D.33.

Asthe day of Pentecost arrived each year, spiritualy, it pointed to the
continuation of bringing in the firstfruits for another year. However, in A.D.
1988, the bringing in of thefirstfruitsthat had identified with Pentecost cameto
anend. Sinceintheyear 1988, Pentecost occurred on May 22, thelast day of the
church age would have been the day before May 22, which was May 21.
Curiously, this meansthe church age, which officially began on May 22, A.D.
33, had continued from A.D. 33 to 1988, which equals 1,955 full years, to the
very day. Thisisanother indication of the precision of God’ stimelineof history.

Thus, May 21, 1988, was the officia end of the church age and the
official beginning of the great tribulation. The 2,300 days of thefirst part of the
great tribulation would then have ended on September 7, 1994. Significantly,
September 7, 1994, according to the feast day Biblical calendar, was Tishri 1,
which in the Bible was aso called the feast of jubilee. Remember the word
“jubilee’ has everything to do with sending the Gospel into the world.

Following the 2,300-day period, there are 6,100 days (8,400 - 2,300 =
6,100) remaining of the 23-year (8,400-day) period of the great tribulation.
These 6,100 days, therefore, will end on May 21, 2011.
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Earlier welearned that thelast day of thisearth’ sexistence, asindicated
by the observance of the feast of tabernacles (feast of the Bible) is October 21,
2011. Thus, after the great tribulation there must be afinal period of 153 days,
whichwewill discover istheday of judgment, when God finishesHis punishing
process on the unsaved.

By God' smercy, we have been ableto tentatively discover the Biblical
timeline of history all the way to the end of the world. Wewill nhow show how
the Bible gives many proofs of the accuracy of thistimeline.

A fundamental rulethat hasgreatly hel pedinthisendeavor isthat which
isset forthin Colossians 2:16-17, where God declares:

L et no man thereforejudgeyou in meat, or in drink, or in respect
of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days. Which
are a shadow of thingsto come; but the body isof Christ.

In these very enlightening verses, God declares the principle that the
timing of the observancesof thevariousceremonial lawsarepointingtoand are
related to the timing of thingsto come. Therefore, we immediately understand
why Jesus, the Lamb of God, was crucified on the 14" day of the first month
(Nisan 14) of the Biblical calendar, which was the Passover. We can aso
understand why the Holy Spirit was poured out and the church age began about
seven weekslater, onthevery day | srael was celebrating the feast of Pentecost.

Another very hel pful prophecy of the Biblethat welearned about earlier
in this study wasthat of Mark 13:28- 29, in which God instructs us:

Now learn aparableof thefigtree; When her branch isyet tender,
and putteth forth leaves, yeknow that summer isnear: Soyeinlike
manner, when yeshall seethesethingscometo pass, knowthat itis
nigh, even at thedoors.

National Isragl is frequently typified in the Bible as a fig tree. After
having been without country or national identity for almost 2,000 years, |srael
almost miraculously again becameaviablenationintheworld. Thisstupendous
event has been correctly identified by a great many Biblical teachers as a
fulfillment of this Mark 13 prophecy. Since this event occurred on May 14,
1948, we are taught by these versesthat all of the events outlined in Mark 13
were very soon to take place, in the yearsfollowing 1948.

Another helpful cluethat hel ped us discover thetimelineleading to the
end of theworldisthefact that theyear 1994 wasajubileeyear. Earlier we had
learned that Jesus, who is the very essence of the jubilee, wasbornin 7 B.C.,
which was a jubilee year. Remember, the jubilee signified that liberty
(salvation) wasto be published to the world.
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A very careful study of Mark 13, and parallel chapterslike Matthew 24
and Luke 17 and Luke 21, indicatesthat the following eventswould develop as
God closed the history of the world.

1. A time would come when all the churches throughout the world,
which weretypified asthe temple of God, would cometo anend. “ Thereshall
not be left here one stone upon another” (Matthew 24:2). They would be
overrun by Satan who is called the “abomination of desolation” (Matthew
24:15).*

2. Thiswould beatimeof great tribulationwhenthetruebelieverswere
driven out and were commanded to |eave their churches. It would be atime of
great apostasy in the churches, as Satan cameinto many of them with signsand
wonders(Matthew 24:24).

3. Thistimeof tribul ation wastypified by the seven-year tribul ation that
Jacob experienced when in the year 1877 B.C. he was commanded by God to
leave the promised land, Canaan, and go to live in Egypt.

4. It wasasotypified by the 70-year period , 609 B.C. t0 539 B.C., that
Judah suffered under God’ swrath. Thiswasthe 70-year period from 609 B.C.,
when Josiah, the last good king, waskilled, until 539 B.C., when Babylon was
conquered by the Medes and Persians, thus allowing the Jewish captives to
return to Jerusalem. In the middl e of thisdreadful timethat was experienced by
Israel, intheyear 587 B.C., Jerusalem and the magnificent temple of Solomon
were completely destroyed by the Babylonians.

5. To alesser degree, we might note that it was also typified by the
seven-month period when the tabernaclewasin Shiloh and theark was captured
by the Philistines and taken to their land. This occurred in the year 1068-1067
B.C.

Thus, the number 7 appeared to be intimately involved with the
duration of the great tribul ation that we read about in Matthew 24.

Welearnedthatinal likelihood, the number 23 wasassociated withthe
period of great tribulation. Repeatedly, it is used in the Bible to signify God's
wrath, and the period of great tribulation is definitely a time when God is
preparing the churches and the world for God’ swrath, which will immediately
follow this period. The numbers 7 and 23 both became increasingly relevant

* You are invited to send for the free books The End of the Church Age and After and Wheat and
Tares, which give much more Biblical information concerning the end of the church age.
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whenwediscovered that precisely 8,400 daysequal afull 23 years. The number
8,400 equals 7 x 12 x 100, thus allowing the number 7 and the number 23 to be
featured by an 8,400-day, that is, 23-year, great tribulation period.

We discovered that this 8,400-day tribulation period was divided into
two parts. According to what we learned from Revelation 8:1, during the first
part, virtually no onewas being saved anywherein theworld. Weidentified the
first part with the 2,300 evening mornings of Daniel 8:13-14.

We discovered that during the second part of the great tribulation, a
great multitude, which no man could number, wasbeing saved all over theworld
(Revelation 7:9-14). Thiswasto take place altogether outside of the churches,
which are to remain under the wrath of God.

Weal so discovered that the ceremonial feast of tabernacles(feast of the
Bible), which must be ashadow of thingsto come, wasidentified with the very
last day. Sincethelast day must identify with the end of theworld, the Biblical
timing of the feast of tabernacles must also identify with the end of the world.

One more difficult bit of information must be kept in mind, and that is
the declaration of Mark 13:24-26, where we read:

But in thosedays, after that tribulation, thesun shall be darkened,
and themoon shall not give her light, And the star sof heaven shall
fall, and the powersthat arein heaven shall be shaken. And then
shall they seethe Son of man comingin thecloudswith great power
andglory.

We must still learn more about this period.

Summarizing all that we havethusfar discovered, we can concludethat
the devel opment of the events preparing for the end of theworld appear to beas
follows.

1. The church age, which beganin A.D. 33, would end sometime after
1948, when I srael again became aviable nation among the nations of theworld.

2. Becausethechurch age began at thetime of Pentecost, andit hasbeen
intimately identified with Pentecost, the bringing in of the firstfruits of the
harvest, the official end of the church age, must be the day before a Pentecost
datein whatever year the church age wasto end.

3. Because the last part of the great tribulation was to identify with a
great multitude being saved, that last part must begin in the year 1994, which
wasajubileeyear.

47



4. Because the first part of the great tribulation must identify with the
2,300 days of Daniel 8, when virtually no one was to become saved, the
beginning of the great tribulation, which must coincide with the end of the
church age, must have occurred sometimein the year 1988 (2,300 daysequal a
little morethan six years).

5. Since the official end of the church age should be the day before
Pentecost in the year 1988, we discover that the day of Pentecost was May 22.
Therefore, the end of the church age and the beginning of the great tribulation
must have occurred on May 21, 1988.

6. Sincethefirst part of the tribulation, during which timevirtually no
one was to become saved, wasto be 2,300 days, then 2,300 days after May 21,
1988, brings usto September 7, 1994. Thisdate then must bethe beginning date
of the great harvest of people who are to become saved during the remaining
6,100 days of the 8,400 (23 full years) of the great tribulation.

7. The end of 6,100 days after September 7,1994, is May 21, 2011,
which must be the end of the great tribulation.

8. Intheyear 2011, what isthelast day of thefeast of tabernacles (feast
of the Bible)? We have learned that it occurs on October 21, 2011. Thus, there
are five months, consisting of 153 days of our calendar, during which timethe
events of Mark 13:24-27 must take place. Indeed, immediately, we are
encouraged that we probably have arrived at a correct understanding of the
unfolding of the eventsthat lead to the end of the world. In Revelation 9, God
speaks of a period of five monthsthat identifies with the time when the sunis
darkened and judgment has begun. And 153 days, May 21 to October 21, are
exactly fivemonths.



Chapter 5.
IsOur Understanding of the Timeline of History
Accur ate?

But now comes the big question. How certain can we be of this
timeline? Thisissuch an awesome subject, we surely wish that God would give
usmoreassurance, if this, indeed, isavalid understanding of thetimetabl e of the
end.

The Bible records another stupendous event that occurred that is the
centerpiece of God’ s salvation plan. That wasthe death and resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ. If we cannot be fully assured that Christ was resurrected as
proof that He had fully paid for the sins of the elect, we then would be left in
doubt concerning the whole program of salvation.

To give usthat assurance, weread in Acts 1:1-3:

Theformer treatise have | made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus
began both todo and teach, Until theday in which hewastaken up,
after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments
unto the apostles whom he had chosen: To whom also he shewed
himself aliveafter hispassion by many infallible proofs, being seen
of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the
kingdom of God:

And God saysin | Corinthians 15:3-8:

For | delivered untoyou first of all that which | also received, how
that Christ died for our sinsaccordingtothescriptures; And that
hewasburied, and that heroseagain thethird day accordingtothe
scriptures: And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve:
After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of
whomthegreater part remain untothispresent, but somearefallen
adeep. After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles.
And last of all hewasseen of mealso, asof oneborn out of duetime.

The Bible clearly teaches that it was God' s intention that the fact of
Christ’ sresurrection was beyond dispute. Anyone who persistsin denying this
awesomefactissimply wisein hisown eyes, and he thinks he knowsmorethan
God.

Amazingly, asGod opensour eyesto thetiming of the closing events of
the history of theworld, God al so gives many proofsthat assure usthat we have
correctly understood the precise timing of the closing events of earth’ shistory.
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Thusfar we have set forth asomewhat tentative outline of thetiming of
the closing events of thisworld. Because they are so important we shall once
again summarize them. We have cometo the following dates.

1. Thecrucifixion of Jesuswasonthe 14" day of thefirst month of A.D.
33. ThiswasNisan 14, A.D. 33, of the Biblical calendar, andwasApril 1, A.D.
33, of our modern calendar.

2. The church age officially began on the following Pentecost, which
wasMay 22, A.D. 33.

3. The church age ended and the 8,400-day great tribulation began the
day before Pentecost in 1988, which was May 21, 1988.

4. Thefirst 2,300 days of the great tribul ation began on May 21, 1988,
and ended on September 7, 1994.

5. The second part of the great tribulation, which consists of 6,100 days
(8,400- 2,300=16,100), began on September 7, 1994, and endson May 21, 2011.

6. Thefinal five months of the earth’ shistory beginson May 21, 2011,
and will end on October 21, 2011.

We thus far have set forth the basic outline of the important time
junctures leading to the end of the world. We have also shown the Biblical
information that causes usto arrive at thistime information.

But now wewant to examinethedatesset forthinthistimeoutlineinthe
light of any other information the Bible can give us. We will discover that God
has given so much additional information that we can know, without any doubt
whatsoever, that thisisan absolutely accurate timetable. We will now set forth
point after point to show how tightly thistime pattern fits together.

Wewill beginwith theduration of the church age, which began on May
22, A.D. 33, and ended on May 21, 1988. The time of the church age included
both the day May 22 of A.D. 33, and the day May 21 of the year 1988. This
means it continued for a period of 1,955 years (1988 - 33 = 1,955) to the very
day. The phrase “to the very day” harmonizes perfectly with the precision of
God' spast actions. For example, | srael wasin Egypt 430 yearstothe* selfsame
day” (Exodus 12:40-41). It can be shown from the Biblical datathat from the
day |srael departed from Egypt, until Israel arrived at the Jordan River to prepare
to crossover, it was 40 yearsto the very day.
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Furthermore, because Christ spokein parables, we will seethe unique
character of these 1,955 years. Remember, a parable is an earthly story with a
heavenly meaning. Thus, wordsor numbers(which area sowords), can havean
earthly, literal meaning, and they might also have a spiritual meaning. Thus,
frequently the number 3 spiritually emphasizes God' spurpose. Thiswould bea
good placeto again set forth the spiritual meaning God frequently emphasizes
through the use of numbers.

2- Those who have been commissioned to bring the Gospel

3- God'spurpose

4- Thefarthest extent in timeor in distance that God spiritually has
inview

5- Theatonement, which emphasizes both judgment and salvation
7- The perfect fulfillment of God’ s purpose

10- The completeness of whatever isinview

11- Thefirst coming of Christ, 11,000 years after creation

12- Thefullnessof whatever isin view

13- Theend of the world, the details of which began exactly 13,000
yearsafter creation

17- Heaven

23- God’ swrath or judgment

37- God’ swrath or judgment

40- Tedting

43 - God' swrath or judgment

Moreover, wehavelearned fromtheBiblethat if alarger number can be

broken downinto smaller numbers, each of which hasspiritual significance, that
can help usto understand the spiritual messageinthelarger number. Wecan be
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assured that thelarger number isproviding significant spiritual information that
helps us to understand the context in which it is found.

This principleisdramatized in the 1,955 years of the church age. The
number 1,955 can bebrokendownto5x 17 x 23. And all three of these numbers
have intense spiritual identification with the spiritual character of the church
age. Weread in Il Corinthians 2:14-16:

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth usto triumph in
Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of hisknowledge by usin
every place. For weareunto God a sweet savour of Christ, inthem
that aresaved, and inthem that perish: Totheonewearethesavour
of death untodeath; and totheother thesavour of lifeuntolife. And
whoissufficient for thesethings?

These versesteach usthat the Gospel brings both salvation and death.
Salvation identifies with heaven (17). Death identifies with God’ s wrath (23).
Remember that the number 5 spiritually identifieswith theatonement. Thus, the
1,955 years of the church age, during which time the Gospel wasto be sent out
into the world, clearly identifies with the very nature and character of the
Gospel: 1,955=5x 17 x 23. Thus, the 1,955 yearsof the church agearefounded
ontheatonement (5), which bringsheaven (17), and bringsGod’ swrath (23). Is
this coincidental? It is not at all coincidental. It accords perfectly with the
principle we have just described.

The 13,000 Anniversary of theWorld

One other comment should be made in connection with the year 1988.
Is it coincidental that 1988 is the 13,000"" anniversary of the history of the
world? We have learned from the Bible that the world was created in the year
11,013 B.C. If we add 11,013 to 1988 and subtract 1 (because thereis no year
zeroingoing fromthe Old Testament calendar tothe New Testament calendar),
thesumis13,000. Surely theyear of the end of the church age, which identifies
precisely with the 13,000 anniversary of the world, must indicate that God is
following avery precise pre-arranged plan.

Thisinformation becomes especially interesting when we realize that
from the creation year (11,013 B.C.), to the year of the Noachian flood (4990
B.C.), when God' sjudgment came upon thewholeworld, itisexactly 6,000 plus
23years. Remember, thenumber 23 frequently signifiesGod’ swrath. Likewise,
from the year 4990 B.C. until A.D. 33, when Christ endured the judgment of
God, it wasexactly 5,000 plus 23 years, inclusive. Now wearelearning that the
year 2011isthelastyear,and 11,013 B.C.t0 A.D. 2011 equals 13,000 yearsplus
23years. Could all of thisbe coincidental ?Remember, wetentatively concluded
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that 2011 wasthe last year because we understood the great likelihood that the
great tribulation would be exactly 8,400 days in duration. And 8,400 daysis
exactly 23 full years. And 23 added to 1988 brought usto 2011 asthe end of the
world.

Thefinal 23 yearsthat began on May 21, 1988, isthe great tribulation
period, which isthe beginning of the end-time worldwide judgment process. It
issignificant that May 21, 1988, ended the church age, at which time the great
tribulation judgment began, in strict accord with the Bible' s prophecy of | Peter
4:17,*judgment must begin at the house of God.” We havethus|earned that
both the year 1988 and the day May 21, 1988, fit remarkably well into the
development of thetimeline of history.

The next important juncturein the unfolding of God’ stimelinewasthe
year1994. Welearned that September 7, 1994, wasexactly 2,300 daysafter May
21, 1988. Remember, we already have noted that the year 1994 was ajubilee
year. That is, it isayear that focused on God’ s spiritual purpose to publish the
Gospel totheworld. Now welearn that September 7, 1994, wasthefirst day of
the seventh month (Tishri 1), of the Biblical ceremonial calendar.

Tishri 1 was a ceremonial feast day that was called “a memorial of
jubilee” (Leviticus 23:24) and a“day of jubilee” (Numbers 29:1).* It wasthe
sameBiblical feast day that occurredin A.D. 29 when Jesusofficially began His
work asthejubilee, or Messiah. It wasonthat day that Hewasannounced as“the
Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of theworld” (John 1:29). In A.D.
29, according to our modern calendar, that day was September 26. And
according to the Biblical calendar, that day was Tishri 1, which was ajubilee
feast day, just as September 7, 1994, isajubilee feast day.

The word “jubilee” has everything to do with the proclamation of
liberty to the world (Leviticus 25:10). That is why “teruah” is properly
trandated “jubilee” in connection with the day of atonement. Christ is the
essence of theatonement, aswell asbeing the essence of thejubilee. Thus, when
He was announced on September 26, A.D. 29, by John the Baptist, as we read
inJohn 1:29, “Behold theL amb of God,” it wasaglorious proclamation to the
world that Christ wasthe “jubilee” who came with the Gospel of salvation.

Likewise, in the jubilee year 1994, on September 7, the Gospel was
again to be proclaimed unto the whole world. And on both September 26, A.D.
29, and September 7, 1994, the Biblical ceremonial date wasthefirst day of the
seventh month. Surely, even as“teruah” is correctly trandated as “jubilee” in
Leviticus 25:9 in connection with the day of atonement, we can see that in

* Both in Leviticus 23:24 and in Numbers 29:1, God speaks about the feast of the first day of the
seventh month. In both verses, the Hebrew word “teruah” is translated “blowing of trumpets.”
Several times in the Bible, the word “teruah” is translated as “shout” or “alarm,” or “sounding.” But
never is it translated “blowing of trumpets” except in these two verses. However, in Leviticus 25:9,
which speaks of the day of atonement, it is translated “jubilee.”
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Leviticus23:24 and Numbers29:1, which speak of “amemorial of teruah,” and
“aday of teruah,” we can understand it should be translated “a memoria of
jubilee” and“aday of jubilee.” Therefore, thisfeast, whichtheologianscall “the
feast of trumpets,” should be called “the feast of jubilee.”

Remember, we learned that September 7, 1994, ended the first 2,300
days of the 8,400- day tribulation period. On September 7, 1994, the great
multitude which no man could number, al over the world, began to come into
thekingdom of God. It wastheday that, for the second timeinthe history of the
world, the Holy Spirit was poured out. If it were any day other than September
7intheyear 1994, it would not have identified with the new moon feast day of
Tishri 1, whichwas*a shadow of thingsto come” (Colossians 2:16-17). This
glorious event, the ceremonial feast day of September 7, 1994 (Tishri 1, 1994),
foreshadowed and actually began the 6,100-day final period of salvation.

But the year 1994, in which God began the final 6,100 days of great
salvation all over theworld, was also ayear of horror for the churchesall over
theworld. The Holy Spirit was poured out so that outside of the churches, that
is, completely independent of any church anywhere in the world, a great
multitude, which no man could number, would become saved. At the sametime,
withinthe churches, thejudgment processwould continue. Satan, who had been
installed in all of the churches at the beginning of the great tribulation, would
continue to rule. God would continue to send a “strong delusion, that they
should believealie’ (11 Thessalonians 2:11). God would continue to prepare
thosein the churchesfor punishment.

It is an enormous horror story for the churches. They, themselves, do
not recognizethis. They believethey arefaithfully serving Christ. But the Bible
gives us the truth. There never again will be the possibility of salvation
occurring under the authority of alocal church.

Remember, earlier in this study, their terribly sad condition was
underscored as we examined the time patterns of the historic periods of great
tribulation described in the Bible. In the year 1879 B.C., Jacob began to
experience great tribulation (Acts 7:11) because of a great famine in the land.
Two yearslater, in the year 1877, Jacob was commanded to go with hisentire
clanto Egypt tolive. They wereto leave the promised land that had been given
tothepatriarch Abraham, hisgrandfather, 215 yearsearlier. Becausetheland of
Canaan typified thekingdom of God, it waslike being commanded to |eavethe
kingdom of God. Even asin A.D. 1988 God gave the churches over to Satan’s
rule, so, t0o,in 1877 B.C., thepromised |and, theland of Canaan, wasgiven over
to the wicked of the world to rule there. That, indeed, was a time of great
tribulation.

Godtiesthat tribul ation to thetribul ation of thechurches, whenin 1994,
itisclear that God was completely finished with them, and He began preparing
them for judgment. Again, when we examine the numbers that link the
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tribulation of Joseph’s day to the time of the present great tribulation, we find
further emphasis on the spiritual character of these widely separated events.
When we add 1877 to 1994, and subtract 1 year, we obtain the sum of 3,870 as
the number of yearsbetweenthesetragic events. Thenumber 3,870 breaksdown
into 3x 1,290, or 10 x 3x 3 x 43. The number 43 ordinarily signifiesjudgment.
Therefore, the two events are linked together by this number of years, which
signifies God’' s complete (10) purpose (3 x 3) in bringing judgment (43). The
number 3 doubled not only signifies God’ s purpose, but also that Hewill bring
it to pass (Genesis41:32).

Welearned earlier in this study that God also linksthisterribletime of
judgment on the churches, wherein Satan is ruling today, with the enormous
tribulation that I srael experienced for 70 years. It began with the death of King
Josiah in 609 B.C. and continued for 70 years, until the king of Babylon was
killedin 539 B.C. Theyear 587 B.C. wasthe year of particular horror. Already
intheyear 609 B.C., when Josiah thelast good king over I srael waskilled, | srael
began to be increasingly in subjection to heathen kings who typified Satan
ruling over the churches. However, in 587 B.C., Jerusalem was completely
destroyed, together with the temple. The wicked Nebuchadnezzar, the king of
Babylon, who typifies Satan in the Bible, became the completeruler of theland
of Israel. How terrible!

Thissad and terrible event is also a pattern that is given by God of the
great tribulation of our day. It, too, islinked to theyear 1994 of the present great
tribulation by the sum of the years between them. Jerusalem was destroyed in
theyear 587 B.C. If weadd 587 to 1994, and subtract 1, the sumis 2,580, which
breaks down into 2 x 1,290, or 10 x 3 x 2 x 43. Since the number 2 spiritually
representsthosewho should bring the Gospel, the spiritual message of thistime
of 2,580 yearsis that it was the complete (10) purpose (3) of God upon the
churches, which had been commissioned by God to bring the Gospel to the
world (2), that they would come into judgment (43).

Interestingly, and very helpfully, God links these three tribul ations of
Jacob, Israel, and our day by aversein Daniel 12:11, where God declares:

And from thetimethat the daily sacrifice shall betaken away, and
the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a
thousand two hundred and ninety days.

Since at timesthe Bible uses aday to describe ayear (Ezekiel 4:6), we
know we can understand this as 1,290 years. There were 1,290 years between
Jacob’ stribulation of 1877 B.C. and Israel’ stribulation of 587 B.C. Likewise,
there are 3 x 1,290 years between Jacob's tribulation of 1877 B.C. and the
churches' tribulation of 1994. Likewise, there are 2 x 1,290 years between the
587 B.C. tribulation of Israel and the 1994 tribulation of our day.
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Pleasenotehow tightly theseeventsfit together, indicating that, indeed,
our initial understanding of the unfolding of the timeline of history becomes
increasingly solidified by the language of the Bible.

The next time juncture we should carefully examineis May 21, 2011,
which is the last day of the 8,400-day, or 23 full years, great tribulation.
Remember, we learned that it is to be followed by afinal 153-day (5 months)
period that ends on October 21, 2011. Since both May 21 and October 21 occur
intheyear 2011, whichwearelearning isto bethefinal year of the existence of
the world, we should examine that year very carefully.

OneDayisasaThousand Years

God callsour attention to that year inamost compellingway. Inll Peter
3:6, God speaks of theflood that destroyed thewholeworld in Noah' sday, and
thereweread:

Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water,
perished:

Theninthe next verse, God speaks about the awful judgment that will
take place at the end of the world. Weread inverse 7:

But theheavensand theearth, which arenow, by thesameword are
kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and
perdition of ungodly men.

Immediately following these two verses, God makes a most curious
statement in |1 Peter 3:8, where we read:

But, beloved, benot ignorant of thisonething, that oneday iswith
theLord asathousand years, and athousand year sasone day.

What isthe*“onething” that isin view when God saysthat Hewantsall
the elect, who arethe “beloved” of God, to be not ignorant of thisonething? It
must be super-important, and God insists that they are to know this. This one
thing has entirely to do with time.

God says, “one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a
thousand yearsasoneday.” Immediately we seethat God is speaking of this
onething two times. That is, first, He declares, “oneday is. . . asathousand
years.” Then Herepeatsthisinformation by saying, “athousand year sasone
day.” This further greatly enhances the importance of the fact that all true
believers are to absolutely know that aday is athousand years.
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Remember, Pharaoh dreamed first about seven fat cows that became
skinny, and then about seven fat ears of corn that became thin. In connection with
thisevent, God set forth aBiblical principlein Genesis41:32, where we read:

And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh twice; it is
becausethethingisestablished by God, and God will shortly bring
ittopass.

The law that God sets forth in this verse is that when God doubles a
statement, it underscores the absolute truth of it. Whatever will happen is
guaranteed to happen, and it will happen soon. Thus, by doubling the statement
that one day is as a thousand years, God is telling us that it is extremely
important, and it absolutely will soon come to pass.

But how doesthat relate to the context of |1 Peter 3, where God speaks
of two worldwide judgments, the judgment of Noah' s day and the judgment of
our day? Whenwelook carefully at theflood account given in Genesis Chapter
7, we find our answer. We must consider the ark, the huge ship that God
commanded Noah to build. Weread in Genesis 7:1-4:

And the LORD said unto Noah, Comethou and all thy houseinto
theark; for theehavel seen righteousbeforemein thisgeneration.
Of every clean beast thou shalt taketo theeby sevens, themaleand
hisfemale: and of beaststhat arenot clean by two, themaleand his
female. Of fowlsalso of theair by sevens, themaleand thefemale;
tokeep seed aliveupon thefaceof all theearth. For yet seven days,
and | will causeit torain upontheearth forty daysand forty nights,
and every living substancethat | havemadewill | destroy from off
thefaceof theearth.

Spiritually, the waters of the flood represented the judgment of God
uponthewicked of al theworld of Noah’' sday. Theark represented safety from
that judgment, soit represented our Savior, theL ord Jesus Christ, who alonecan
protect us from judgment. The animals represented the whole creation, which
looksto Christ for deliverance from the bondage of corruption (Romans 8:19-
23). Thiswill occur when God bringsinto being the new heavens and the new
earth.

Thus, in Genesis 7, God is effectively saying that al of mankindinthe
wholeworld have seven daysto get into the safety of Christ, who alone can save
usfromthewrath of God. But wait aminute. Did not God insistin |l Peter 3that
we must absolutely know that a day is as a thousand years? Let us substitute
7,000yearsfor sevendays. Therefore, effectively, God wastelling Noah that all
of mankind who would ever livein thewholeworld have 7,000 yearsto get into
the safety of Christ, if they are to escape the wrath of God.
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What year would be exactly 7,000 years after the flood of Noah’ sday?
Would you believeit! Long ago we learned that the flood occurred in the year
4990B.C., and 7,000 yearslater bringsusto theyear 2011. Remember, we add
the Old Testament years to the New Testament years and subtract 1 year,
becausethereisno year zero.

4990 + 2011 - 1 = 7,000 years

Thus, we must understand that God is definitely declaring that He
expectsthat all of the elect of God would absolutely know that theyear 2011 is
to be the end of the world.

TheFinal Five Months—Judgment Day

But there is more to be said. We have learned that there is a five-month
period that immediately follows the 8400-day Great Tribulation period. This period
beginson May 21, 2011 and isintensely focused on the completion of God's salvation
plan aswell as on His Judgment plan.

On thefirst day of that five-month period al of the true believers are to be
caught up (raptured) to be forever with Christ. It isalso on that day that the Day of
Judgment beginsfor all of the unsaved.

It beginswith “a great earthquake such aswas not since men were upon
theearth, so mighty an earthquakeand sogreat” (Revelation 16:18). Thisenormous
earthquake will cause al of the graves, pits, and mausoleums all over the world to be
thrown open. Whatever isleft in them (corpses, bones, dust, ashes, etc.) will rise. If
itisthe remains of atrue believer, it will rise asaglorified spiritual body which will
be caught up (raptured) to be with Christ forever. If it isthe remains of an unsaved
person, it will bethrown out as dung (manure) on the ground to be shamed inthe eyes
of God (Jeremiah 8:1-3; 9:22; 16:4; 25:33).

The Rapture of all the true believers on thefirst day of the Day of Judgment
will effectively bring about a great condemnation against those left behind. Thiswill
be so even those who are raptured take no action in word or deed against those left
behind. 1t will bethefinal evidencethat those |eft behind are guilty of breaking God's
laws and, therefore, in being left behind are receiving afinal sentence of death.

However, those left behind, especially those who were in the churches that
featured Christ, will be convinced that they did not deserve the wrath of God.
Consequently they will be weeping and gnashing their teeth at God ((Matthew 8:12;
13:42,50; 22:13, etc). But they have been left to endure all the horrors of Judgment
Day and have not been given the wonderful gift of eternal life and the inheriting of
the New Heaven and New Earth.
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The Battle of Armageddon

This final activity of the Rapture of the true believers together with the
completely non-repentant cry of anguish and anger by those left behind isreferred to
in severa different waysin the Bible. For example:

1. InRevelation 16:13-16 God callsit the Battle of Armageddon.

2. In Revelation 19:11-20 God typifiesit by showing Jesus on awhite horse
leading the army of heaven against the beast (Satan and all the unsaved).

3. In Matthew 12:41 God typifies it by the Ninevites who were under the
preaching of Jonah rising in judgment.

4. In Revelation 3:9 God speaks of those of the synagogue of Satan (the
unsaved) worshipping before the feet of the true believers.

5. In Revelation 9:3-11 God speaks of the raptured true believers aslocusts
with the sting of a scorpion hurting those | eft behind. Even though those left behind
(the unsaved) will only on thefirst day of the Day of Judgment witness the Rapture of
thetruebelievers, aslong asthey remain alive during the Day of Judgment the memory
of seeing the true believers raptured while they are left behind will be like repeated
stingsof ascorpion. Thelocustshave astheir king Abaddon (destruction) and Apollyon
(destroyer) because God istheir King and He is a consuming fire (Hebrews 12:29).

Thetrue believerswill have been raptured on thefirst day of thisfinal
five-month period, sothey will completely escapethehorrorsof that final period
of time. Whereas this five-month period will be an enormous horror story for
those who have not been raptured, it will be atime of great joy and wonder for
thosewho areraptured.

This period of five months encompasses exactly 153 days, May 21 to
October 21. The number 153 spiritually breaksdownto3x 3x 17, just asit does
whenweexaminedthe 153 fish. Spiritually, therefore, it identifieswiththosefor
whom it was God's purpose (3) to take them to heaven (17). The number 3
doubled signifiesthat God will surely bring it to pass.

Morelncrediblel nformation

Asfurther proof that thisdate, May 21, 2011, isthe date of the rapture,
we discovered a most significant fact. According to the Biblical ceremonial
calendar, May 21, 2011, is the 17" day of the second month. Precisely 7,000
yearsearlier, onthe 17" day of the second month, according to the calendar used
by Noah, God shut the door of the ark. Weread in Genesis 7:1 and 4:
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And the LORD said unto Noah, Comethou and all thy houseinto
theark; for theehavel seenrighteousbeforemein thisgeneration.
... For yet sevendays, and | will causeit torainupontheearthforty
daysand forty nights; and every living substancethat | havemade
will | destroy from off theface of the earth.

Andweread in Genesis 7:10 and 11:

And it cameto pass after seven days, that the water s of the flood
wereupon theearth. Inthesix hundredth year of Noah’slife,inthe
second month, theseventeenth day of themonth, thesameday were
all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of
heaven wer eopened.

Andweread inverses 13 and 16:

In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and
Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah’ swife, and the three wives of
hissonswith them, intotheark; ....Andthey that went in, went in
maleand female of all flesh, as God had commanded him: and the
LORD shut himin.

Thecaendar of Noah’ sday wasdlightly different fromthelater Biblical
calendar inthat it had 30 daysinamonth, whereasthelater Biblical calendar had
29Ydaysinamonth, asit followed the moon phases. But God, in aremarkable
way, tied the time of the shutting of the door of the ark, on the 17" day of the
second month, to the shutting of the door on May 21, 2011, which, according to
the Biblical ceremonia calendar is the 17" day of the second month. This
forever separated thetruebelieversintheark fromall theunsaved who perished
outside of the ark. This foreshadowed the fact that on the datein which all the
true believers are to be raptured, there never again would be any possibility of
salvationfor thoseleft behind. Thus, wecanknow that itisasif thereareexactly
7,000 years, to the very day, from the shutting of the door on any further
possibility of salvation, both during the worldwide destruction of Noah's day
and the worldwide destruction of our day. Can this be coincidental ?

Atonement to Rapture: 722,500 Days

God gives us ancther piece of interesting and significant time
informationthat further demonstratesthe accuracy of May 21, 2011, asthedate
of therapture. OnApril 1,33A.D., theLord Jesuswascrucified to demonstrate
how He paid for the sins of those He came to save. Exactly 722,500 days
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(inclusively) later, therapture (May 21, 2011) will occur. Thisnumber breaks
down into the very significant numbers:

(5x10x17)x (5x10x 17) = 722,500

We have |earned the spiritual meaning of these numbers. The work of
the atonement (5) is completed (10) when al of the elect are safely in heaven
(17). Thiswonderful fact is doubled by arepetition of the three numbers, 10 x
5x 17. Thisemphasisis, according to Genesis 41:32, “because the thing is
established by God, and God will shortly bringit to pass.”

Can we see how God hastied thetime of therapture on May 21, 2011,
to the time when heaven was made possible (the atonement), because when
Christ was crucified, He demonstrated how He made the full payment for the
sins of those who are to be caught up to heaven to live eternally with Jesus?

At thistimeinour study, we should pause amoment and consider what
we just learned in the preceding paragraphs.

Wearevery certain that the crucifixion of Christ occurred ontheday of
thefeast of the Passover, whichwason aFriday, in A.D. 33, which wasthe 14"
day of the first month of the Biblical ceremonia calendar. We are also very
certain that thisday was April 1, A.D. 33, according to our modern calendar. It
was on that day that Christ demonstrated how He was punished for the sins of
al thoseHecameto save. Because Hepaidfor their sins, they were guaranteed
to go to heaven to reign with Him forevermore.

From much information given to usin the Bible, we have discovered
that on May 21, 2011, al of those who were saved by Jesus payment, will
realize the completion of their salvation as they are raptured (caught up) into
heaven. Therefore, itisvery obviousthat thedatesApril 1, A.D. 33,and May 21,
2011, are spiritually very closely linked together.

But weal so discover that these two dates, which arealmost 2,000 years
apart, are also dramatically tied together by the literal number of days that
separates them as well as by the spiritual significance of that great number of
days.

Look again at the number 722,500. Isn’t it absolutely incredible that it
breaksdown into exactly two pairsof enormously significant spiritual numbers,
10, 5, and 17? Only God, who created this great universe with all of its precise
physical laws, could have designed thetimeline of history in such apreciseand
marvelous way. Please! What is the possibility that these time relationships
could be coincidental ? The answer hasto be, under no circumstance could any
of thisbe coincidental .

61



M or eProofs

We continue to learn other proofs that show that we have arrived at a
very precise knowledge of thetiming of the end. Aswe have noted, God further
solidifiesor locksinthisdate, May 21, 2011, by placing the day of shutting the
door, when the rapture will occur, on the 17" day of the second month of the
Biblical calendar. Significantly, the number 17 links perfectly to the fact of the
rapture because spiritualy, the number 17 signifies heaven. Moreover, the
number 2 (second month) spiritually identifies with those who have been
commissioned to bring the Gospel. Isit not amazing that they will be raptured
on the 17" day of the second month? Isthat coincidental ?

Wealso havelearned that the last day of the earth’ sexistence, October
21, 2011, is the 23 day of the seventh month of the Biblical calendar. The
number 23 normally signifies God’s wrath being poured out. The number 7
(seventh month) signifiesthe perfect fulfillment of God' s purposes. Could this
aso be coincidental, that the final completion of God’s punishment on the
unsaved occursin the seventh month onaday that featuresthe number 23, which
isanumber that completely identifieswith God’ swrath, thus signifying God' s
perfect wrath on the unsaved?

The precision of the timeline of the end of the world is further
emphasized when we examinethisfinal five-month period from the standpoint
of God’s wrath. When God punished Jesus, when He was showing how He
suffered in paying for the sins of the elect, it calls our attention to the fact that
some of the punishment for the sinsof the non-elect must still occur. Thesetwo
punishments are tied together by the 1,978 years that separate the time of the
cross (A.D. 33) from the time of theend (A.D. 2011).

2011-33=1,978

1978=2x23x43

Number 2 symbolizes those who are to bring the Gospel.
Number 23 symbolizeswrath

Number 43 symbolizesjudgment
Thus, by the number 1,978, God isemphasizing that judgment will fall

onthosewho had been commissioned to bring the Gospel (2) and arestill subject
to the wrath of God (23 and 43).

62



God’sJudgment Process ContinuesWhilea Great Multitude are Saved

Aswe carefully examine the dates of the great tribulation, the rapture,
and the last day of earth’s existence, we discover another interesting fact. We
have learned that during the last 6,100 days of the 8,400-day grest tribulation
period, thetrue believers, who will be outside of the churches, are being used of
God to bring into the kingdom of God a great multitude, which no man could
number. At the same time, all of the church members are being prepared for
entrance into the final five-month period when God’ sfinal punishment occurs
for them. But at the sametime, during thesefinal 153 days, all of thosewhowere
saved during the previous 6,100 days will be safe in heaven, along with al of
those saved throughout time. These 6,100 days, when added to the final 153
days, equal 6,253 days. The number 6,253 breaks down into the significant
numbers 13 x 13 x 37.

Number 13 isend of theworld
Number 37 is God’ sjudgment

Remember, Noah wasin the ark exactly 370 days. Remember, too, the
Assyrianarmy of 185,000 men under Sennacherib wasdestroyed by Godinone
night (11 Kings 19:35), and 185,000 = 1,000 x 5x 37. Therefore, we can see how
the number 37 identifies with destruction that isaresult of God' s judgment.

By the number 6,253 God is assuring us that while there is a great
multitude that will experience salvation during that period of time, God's
judgment process (37) will be complete at the end of the world (13). Again,
please note the doubling of the number 13.

Earlier in this study, we established, solely from the Biblical
information, the final timing of the end of history in somewhat of a tentative
way. However, subsequently, by carefully continuing to apply additional
Biblical information, we have discovered that that timeline was exceedingly
accurate. Proof after proof has been emphasized. If the timeline presently set
forth is inaccurate in any one of its dates, many of the proofs would be
invalidated. Certainly if any of the dates we have learned from the Bible are
incorrect, then many of the proofs would no longer be known. Weindeed can
becertain that therapturewill occur on May 21, 2011, and thefinal day of
thehistory of theworld isOctober 21, 2011.

But thesearenot justintellectual or academicfacts. Thesearetruthsthat
apply inavery persona way to every individual (almost seven billion people)
presently living on this earth. Is it possible to escape this terrible day of
judgment?

63



Chapter 6. IsthereHopefor Me?

TheBible clearly statesthat the Lord Jesus Christ will come as athief
inthe night (11 Peter 3:10; | Thessalonians 5:2). We have learned that thiswas
to be the understanding throughout the church age. Thus, Bible students and
theologians were not to concern themsel ves with the timing of Christ’ sreturn.
They were to focus on the immediate task of sending the Gospel into all the
world (Acts1:6-8).

However, we have learned that very near the time of the end of the
world, the true believers would know much about the timeline of history
(Ecclesiastes 8:5-6; | Thessalonians 5:3-5; Revelation 3:3).

Weareat that awesometime of history, and therefore, we have, indeed,
been ableto determinewith great Biblical accuracy the day, the month, and the
year of thetiming of the end of the world.

Since the end of time is so near, we should be greatly concerned: IS
THERE HOPE FOR ME? Indeed, thereis great hope for anyone living today.
Thisis so because God positively assures usthat at thistimein history, agreat
multitude, which no man could number, isbeing saved (Revelation 7:9-14). We
should, therefore, briefly discuss God' s salvation plan.*

In Mark 1:14b-15, Jesus declares God' s command to the human race:

...Jesuscameinto Galilee, preaching thegospel of thekingdom of
God, And saying, Thetimeisfulfilled, and thekingdom of God isat
hand: repent ye, and believe the gospe.

To believe the Gospel asthisverse commands meansto recognizethat
the Gospel is from God's mouth. Therefore, it is absolutely true, absolutely
important, and absolutely authoritative. Itisthelaw of God, the Bible, that each
and every person must obey. Therefore, the person who believes the Gospel
should try to be as obedient as possible, insofar as he is able to understand the
Bible.

Every person by nature is capable to some degree of doing some
spiritual work, includingthat of believing and obeyingtheBible. Thisisbecause
God'slaw iswritten on his heart (Romans 2:14-15), and God has given him a
conscience so that he has some sense of morality. Even though heisspiritually
dead, both in body and in soul, so that there is no possibility in himself of
obtaining spiritua life, he still has, to some degree, the ahility to obey the laws

* For a greater in-depth study of God'’s salvation plan, you are invited to call or write Family Radio
to receive, free of charge, the book | Hope God Will Save Me. The address is: Family Radio,
Oakland, CA 94621. Or you may call: 1-800-543-1495. Our email address is:
familyradio@familyradio.org
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of God. Each and every person, to some degree, repents, or turnsaway, from his
sins. Therefore, heisableto liveadecent moral life. By nature, heisspiritually
dead because heisadescendant of Adam, our first parent. When Adam sinned
in the Garden of Eden, in principle, the whole human race sinned because we
wereall intheloins of Adam (I Corinthians 15:22).

However, he hasabsolutely no ability to becomesaved, thatis, to obtain
eternal lifeinhisbody or in hissoul. Thisisso becausethe Gospel indicatesthat
the payment God' slaw demandsfor sinisthat the sinner isto be punished by a
shameful death. Thus, each person who has been sentenced to this shameful
death for his sins will never again be alive, and has lost the wonderful
inheritance of eternal life. That iswhy each of us must find someone to be our
substitute or stand-in to bear this punishment on our behalf.

This command of Mark 1:15, to believe the Gospel and to repent (to
stop sinning and obey the Bible), was given about 2,000 years ago. It declares
that “ Thetimeisfulfilled.” It wasat that timethat Jesusthe M essiah had come
to make the payment demanded by the law of God on behalf of all of those He
cametosave.

Today, the phrase, “the time is fulfilled” is even more applicable to
God' s salvation plan because we are only avery short time from the complete
finish of God' s salvation plan. Aswe study His magnificent salvation plan for
theworld, webecomeawarethat thereareessentially threekindsof peopleinthe
world. They areasfollows.

1. Those who throughout their lifetime have never heard any words
fromtheBible.

2. Those who have heard the teachings of the Bible, but who scoff or
ridicule the Bible, or come to the Bible with their own preconceived ideas of
truth.

3. Those who believe that the Bible is the Word of God and who
earnestly and humbly desire salvation, altogether in accordance with Bible
truth.

ThoseWho Have Never Heard

Throughout the history of theworld, there arethosewho havelived and
died without ever having heard or read any wordsfrom the Bible. And because
“faith cometh by hearingand hearing by theWord of God” (Romans10:17),
wemust believethat none of these peoplewere el ected by God to become saved.
Therefore, it wasnot necessary for God at any timeintheir lifetimeto placethem
under the hearing of God’ sWord.
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ThoseWho Have Heard theWord but Are Scoffers

Ever since God gave the command to repent and believe the Gospel
(Mark 1:15), it wasGod'’ sintention that intheworld, asmany peopleaspossible
might comeunder the hearing of the Gospel. That iswhy, about 2,000 yearsago,
Jesus commanded that al the true believers are to send the Gospel into al the
world (Matthew 28:19- 20).

Sadly, the reaction of a great many people who became somewhat
acquainted with the Bible was either to scorn and ridiculeiit, or to follow their
own rules rather than the Bible's rules, as they endeavored to understand
Biblical truth. Those who ridiculed the Bible were convinced there were errors
and contradictionsintheBible, andtherefore, they had no desire or needto obey
it. Those who came to the Bible with their own man-made method of
interpretation, or who had placed their trust in their church or denomination as
the ultimate authority, rather than trusting the Bibl e, they also became obedient
to doctrines that were not true to the Bible.

The Bible teaches that unsaved individual s can, to some degree, obey
God' slaws. Thistruth explainsthefal se hope of many people. For example, this
is true for those who are members of churches that teach the five points of
Calvinism, which arederived fromthe Canonsof Dort, an historical creed.* The
first point is that we are to believe that before we are saved, we are totally
depraved. Because membersof these churcheslive decent, moral lives, and are
obedient to therulesof their church, they know they cannot betotally depraved.
They have been taught by their confessions that total depravity isthe spiritual
condition of the unsaved. Therefore, their devout lifestyle and faithfulness to
their church, together withthefact that they have been baptizedinwater and are
faithful members of their church, surely provesto them that since they are not
totally depraved, therefore, God must have saved them. They fail torealizethat
the evidence of salvation isan intense desire to be obedient to the whole Bible.
Thus, they aretrapped in an unsaved condition because of trust in an unbiblical
theological conclusion.

Another example might be noted. In many other churches, the key to
salvation that is taught is a personal acceptance of Jesus as Savior and water
baptism. In these churches, these actions, together with faithfulnessto therules
of the church, and living a decent moral life, appear to give them ample
assurance of salvation. However, it is a salvation program designed by
theologians rather than the correct salvation program given in the Bible, in
which the evidence of salvation is an intense, ongoing desire to be faithful to
everythingintheBible.

* The Canons of Dort, or creeds, are doctrinal conclusions held by conservative Presbyterian
churches and Reformed churches that closely follow the theological conclusions of John Calvin, an
outstanding theologian who lived about 400 years ago.
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Consequently, the churches of our day that claim they carefully follow
all of theteachingsof theinfallible Word of God, the Bible, arefilled with these
decent, moral individuals who are members in full communion. These dear
peoplehavenoideathat they arestill under thewrath of God, nor dothey seeany
needto carefully check theteachingsof their church to determineif their church
istruly faithful to the Bible.

Thewarning of | Thessal onians 5:2-4 should frighten them. Thisisso
because virtually all of those who are in the churches believe they are secure
with Christ, andtherefore, they arecontent to believethat Hewill comeasathief
inthe night. | Thessalonians 5:2-4 declares:

For your selvesknow perfectly that theday of theL ord socometh as
athief in thenight. For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then
sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman
with child; and they shall not escape. But ye, brethren, arenot in
darkness, that that day should overtake you asathief.

The sudden destruction can refer only to the day of judgment that is
amost here. How awful that these dear people are till subject to the full wrath
of God that must come upon anyone who has not become saved.

In many instances, these people are decent, moral peoplewho arevery
devout and faithful membersof achurch. However, by comingtotheBiblewith
their preconceived, wrong doctrines, which are taught by their church,
effectively, they are not hearing the Word of God. They are hearing, and desire
to obey, thewrong doctrinesof their church, instead of theteaching of theentire
Bible. Without realizing it, they often read the Bible, and then, in their mind,
twist Biblical truths to try to make them agree with their own preconceived
ideas. Thus, they are not listening to the Bible with adesireto be obedient to it.

The Bible makes many referencesto thiskind of conduct. It constantly
warnsthat such conduct will resultin God’ sfull wrath coming upon thosewho
despise His Word in thisway. It gives these individuals no encouragement or
hopethat possibly God might savethem. Infact, they themsel ves see no need of
such ahope. They believethey are aready saved, or according to their own do-
it-yourself salvation plan, they believe they can become saved at any timethey
desire.

Thecuriousandterriblefact isthat God recognizesthiskind of spiritual
rebellion and usualy leaves these people in their rebellion. We read, for
example, that Jesus came to Nazareth to preach, and the Bible reportsin Mark
6:5-6:

And he could theredo no mighty work, savethat helaid hishands
upon afew sick folk, and healed them. And hemar velled because of
their unbelief. And hewent round about the villages, teaching.

67



While God certainly had the power to causethese people of Nazareth to
believe on Him, Heis surely emphasizing that people who have no desireto be
obedient to all of God’sWord are in enormous spiritua danger. God’s normal
reaction to these kinds of people is declared very clearly, for example, in
Jeremiah 26:4-6, whereweread:

And thou shalt say untothem, Thussaith the LORD; If yewill not
hearken to me, towalk in my law, which | have set beforeyou, To
hear kentothewor dsof my servantstheprophets, whom | sent unto
you, both rising up early, and sending them, but ye have not
hearkened; Then will | makethishouselike Shiloh, and will make
thiscity acurseto all thenations of the earth.

Thosewho Humbly Believethe Bibleisto be Obeyed

TheBiblespeaksof athirdkind of people, and they arethosewholisten
totheBibleand earnestly desireto be obedient toit. They believethat theBible,
whichisthe Gospel, isGod' slaw that isaddressed to them. They recognizethey
are shameful sinners and are in deep trouble with God. They recognize that
every word in the Bible is from the mouth of God, and therefore, they must
carefully listen to it. They recognize the fact that only God can save them, and
even though they should be punished by eternal death because of their sins, they
hope that possibly God might have mercy upon them (Luke 18:13). They try to
be obedient to all they understand of the Bible, knowing full well that their
obedient actionsdo not contributein any way to salvation or guarantee that God
will savethem. They may learnthat God is saving agreat multitude of peopleat
thistime, and because God ismerciful, they, too, might possibly become saved.

And so, they beg God for His mercy, knowing that it is only the
undeserved mercy of God if they should become saved. In the meanwhile, as
they patiently wait upon God (L amentations 3:26), they try tolearn all they can
from the Bible, so that they might be as obedient as possibleto the law of God.

We cannot know why the attitude of this third group of peopleis so
different from that of the second group. It could be that God isdrawing themin
preparation to save them. It could be that it is simply aresult of the fact that
God'slaw iswritten ontheir hearts, and their conscienceiswarning them of the
consequences of sin. The important truth is not why they have this obedient
attitude towards the Bible. The important truth is that they have this obedient
attitudetowardstheBible.

We must remember that anyone, at any time, who obeys any of God's
lawsisdoing spiritual work. But that work can never be acontributionto one's
salvation (Ephesians 2:8-9). Salvation will come only to the elect, and the
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business of electionisstrictly God' sbusiness. That iswhy God can save ababy
or acompletely mentally disabled person whoisunder the hearing of the Bible.

In God's mysterious providence, He gives spiritual ears to the elect,
who are among those who are physically hearing the Word of God. Wereadin
Matthew 13:9:

Who hath earsto hear, let him hear.

Thus, we can know that God, in this mysterious business of salvation,
speaksof peoplefromtwo contrary aspects. Ontheonehand, He speaksof those
who are physically under the hearing of the Gospel, and who, if they have any
ability to even dlightly understand theWord of God, will try to beobedient tothe
Bible. Intheir obedience, they are praying for God’ s mercy; they are patiently
waiting upon God, hoping that they, too, might become saved. Intheir desireto
be obedient, they are at least in an environment (the Bible) wherein God will
savethem if God so desires.

On the other hand, God gives great numbers of warningsto those who
areunder the physical hearing of the Word of God, but who will not listen with
ahumble desireto obey the Word of God. By their actions, they are effectively
indicating they despise the Word of God. God repeatedly warns that such
actions, if continued, will end up with the sentence of thefull shame, curse, loss
of inheritance, and death that are all a part of God’ swrath against sin.

Thisisnotimefor self-pride, self-ego, self-esteem or even self-respect.
Itisnot atimefor spiritual superiority or spiritual arrogance. Itisatimewhen
weshould fully recognizethe compl ete authority of the Bible over our lives, and
therefore, listen most carefully to what God is saying to each of ustoday.

Itisatimewhen each one should fully realizethe shameof hissins, and
the certainty that because of his sins, he deserves the full measure of God's
wrath. It isatime to humbly plead with God for His undeserved mercy. Itisa
time when each one of us should realize that God is merciful. His incredible
mercy isfar greater than any one of us deserves or can possibly imagine.

Today, in His great and wonderful mercy, God is saving a great
multitude of people. Itispossible, therefore, that asany one of ushumbly pleads
for mercy, if wearenot already saved, we might be one of thoseincluded inthat
great multitude, which no man could number.

THE BIG QUESTION IS: Are you humbly begging God for
salvation, knowingfull well that you do not deserveit at all, asyou consider your
shameful disobedienceand rebellion against God' slaws? Remember the people
of Nineveh (Jonah 3:6-10).

MAY GOD HAVE MERCY ON EACH ONE OF US!
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