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As someone who is used to QuarkXPress (and therefore getting
things to look just as | want them to), | have been frustrated by
the design limitations imposed by HTML. Your tips are going

to make a big difference in my personal site and in sites | am
working on for others. Mason R

Aaaaaaaaaaah. I've spent more than three hours poking
through nearly every link in your web pages. | thank you for
your extraordinarily interesting, inspiring, rich, generous
and multifaceted creation here on the Web. Larry A

Boy am | glad I just found your web site! After schlepping around
to other resources for Web Page Developers, yours is the first
I’'ve found with the wealth of useful information I’'ve been
looking for. Judy F

Dave, | am in awe. Your web pages are definitely in the
top the class, if not the top of the class. | could stay all
day reading your material and looking at your page design.
To review different web sites as part of my job, then to
encounter your pages...life is almost too good. Mora C

Most of the Web books in existence are for severe
technoweenies, not people who actually design stuff.
Thank you. Steve B

I’'m setting up a web publishing company myself, and
I’'ve been checking out everything the net has to offer.
You probably have the best resources available for
web development. Mike M

Your pages have provided the best and most direct explanation
of HTML vagaries I’ve yet encountered, and believe me, I've
been looking obsessively. David R

I’ve just finished looking at your site, and | can honestly say,
after having looked at about 20,000 sites out there, that from
a Web design point of view yours is by far the most innovative
and best-designed site on the Web! Eric G



Part I

1

Contents

Introduction 13

Form versus Function 18

Structural Markup Versus Layout oo

Third-Generation Sites 24

First-generation sites oo
Second-generation sites oo
Third-generation sites oo

Site structure oo

Net Equity oo

Metaphor: Vehicle of Exploration oo
Theme: Interior Design for the Web oo
Information-Based Sites oo

Summary oo

Preparing Images 42

Color Depth oo
Palettes oo

The Color Cube oo
Anti-Aliasing oo

The GIF Format oo
The JPEG Format oo
Reducing File Size oo
Image Inflation oo
Summary oo

Laying Out Pages oo

The Single-Pixel GIF Trick oo
The Invisible Table Trick oo


http://www.killersites.com/media/pdf/Chapter_1.pdf
http://www.killersites.com/media/pdf/Chapter_2.pdf

Vertical White Space oo
Horizontal White Space oo
Offsets and Alignment oo
Frames and Framesets oo
Summary oo

5 Rendering Type oo

Reduce Type in Photoshop o0
Do it Last oo

Do it All at Once oo

For Large Jobs, Keep a Record oo
Reduce the Colors, Increase the Runs oo
The Poor Man’s Bold oo

Dither on the Client oo

Hand Retouching oo

Fine Points of Spacing oo

Drop Shadows oo

Initial Caps oo

Captions oo

Small Caps oo

Summary oo

PartII 6 A Page Makeover oo

Strategy oo

The Redesign oo

A Clean, Tiling Background oo
A Third-Generation Banner oo
The Text oo

Pushing the Envelope oo

The Finishing Touch oo
Background Registration oo
Summary oo

Application oo

7 A Personal Site oo

Strategy oo

Photoshop oo

The Blueprint Metaphor oo

Special Effects oo

Reduce the Colors, Lengthen the Runs oo



HTML 0O

Nested Tables oo

The Inner Tables oo

A Business-Card Welcome oo
Summary oo

Application oo

A Storepront oo

Modem-Friendly Design oo
The Metaphor oo

Building the Anchor Image oo
Reducing the File Size oo
Where is Jimtown? oo
Making the US Map oo
Making the Sonoma Map oo
The Final Mock-Up oo

The Template oo

The Core Page oo

Building a Client-Side Image-Map oo
The Interior Pages oo
Home-Style Navigation oo
Making Headlines oo

The Order Form oo

Forms Look Different oo

The Recipe Page: Frames oo
The Entry Blurbs oo
Summary oo

Application oo

A Hotlist oo

Strategy oo

The Background oo

The Handwriting on the Wall oo
Put the Foreground in the Background oo
How Many Colors? oo

The Foreground oo

The Text Links oo

Adding the Button oo

An Alternative Approach oo
Summary oo

Application oo



10 A Gallery oo

Strategy oo

Entry, Exploration, Exit oo
The Title Page oo

The Animated GIFs 00
The 4 x 6 Table oo

Green Means Go oo

The Entry Page oo

The Preamble Page oo
Interior Pages oo

Image Processing oo
Contact Sheet Navigation oo
Centered Tables oo

The Reverse Side oo

The Final Frame oo

The Feedback Form oo
Engineering oo

Summary oo

Application oo

11 Creative Design Solutions oo

Dennet’s Dream oo
Elektra Records oo

Big Healeys oo

Dial It oo

The Throne of Drones oo
Mercedes USA oo

Zoloft Intro Page oo
Urban Diary oo

The Balkanization of the Web oo
Gary Foster oo

Dave’s Exit Tunnel oo

Part 111 12 A PDF Primer oo

What is PDF? oo

How Publishing in PDF Works oo
Preparing the Document oo
Acrobat Distiller oo

Acrobat Exchange oo

Summary oo



13 A Catalog in PDF o0

The Klutz Catalog oo

Making a PDF oo

Making a PDF the Right Way oo
Distiller Settings oo

Markup in Acrobat Exchange oo
Summary oo

14 Beyond HTML oo

Structured Layout oo

Style Sheets oo

Layout oo

Tomorrow’s Web Sites oo
The 64-Gigabyte Question oo

Appendixes oo
1 Dave’s Guide to Better Surfing oo

2 Color Palettes oo

Index oo



This book is dedicated to the surfers from around the world
who visit my web sites regularly. Keep the cards and letters coming!
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The Book Site:
http://www.killersites.com

New software emerges on the Web
daily. Any CD-ROM included with this
book would be hopelessly out of date
before pressing.

My company, Studio Verso, main-
tains a site, http://www.killersites.com,
which serves as an up-to-date compan-
ion reference to this book. There you
will find all the files you need to follow
these chapters from your own desktop,
as well as pointers to books and soft-
ware useful for making third-generation
web sites.

It is generally referred to as the
“Book Site” throughout the text.

We hope it will serve you well!

About this book and its
contents

This is not a first book on HTML. In
addition to a good book on basic
HTML, | recommended the following

books on design principles:

The Form of the Book by Jan Tschich-
old, edited by Robert Bringhurst
(Hartley & Marks, Vancouver, BC,
1991.)

The Visual Display of Quantitative
Information by Edward R. Tufte
(Graphics Press, Cheshire, CT, 1983.)

Envisioning Information by Edward R.

Tufte (Graphics Press, Cheshire, CT,
1990.)
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WE DON’T MAKE WEB SITES the way
our parents did. The typical “Welcome
to my home page,” menu-driven, icon-
encrusted model is fast being replaced
by a model I call third-generation site
architecture. Though third-generation
sites rely heavily on today’s browser
technology, the difference is not tech-
nology per se. The difference is design.
This is the first book about the con-
ception, design, and construction of
third-generation sites.

I have written this book in three
parts. Part I covers the nuts and bolts
of making third-generation sites, from
theory and structure to implementa-
tion and tools. Part II contains case
studies that take you through the de-
sign and construction of five third-
generation sites, ranging from intro-
ductory to advanced. This section ends
with a chapter that showcases several
real-life design solutions from around
the Web. Part III introduces Adobe
Systems’ Portable Document Format
(pDF) with a primer and a case study.
Finally, I discuss issues beyond HT™ML
as we know it today, presenting a
vision for the future of on-line design.

Although this book is more than a
survey, it is far from complete. I have
tried to cover graphic design as applied
to the Web, and that necessarily in-
volves a great deal of technical detail.
There is much to know and learn about
information design, form design, inter-
nationalization, and user interfaces.

I touch on these subjects briefly. These
are substantial subjects, too big for any
one person to put into a single book.

We must start somewhere. The days
of paper used frivolously are over. The
Web is here to stay. I hope this book

INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK

helps designers to make the transition.
In her essay entitled Electronic Typo-
graphy, Jessica Helfand, a brilliant
designer who has turned her modem
into a design tool, wrote:

Here is the biggest contribution to com-
munication technology to come out of
the last decade, a global network linking
some 50 million people worldwide, and
designers — communication designers,
no less — are nowhere to be seen.

With the freedom of the Web comes
new responsibility; it will take new
thinking to make the Web more visu-
ally rewarding as it continues to grow
more interesting.
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