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INSTALLATION

Sort Solution comes with a full setup program. Start the applet "setup.exe" to start the installation. You can also 
remove Sort Solution at any time with the "Software" applet in the control panel or the "Deinstall Sort Solution" entry 
in the Sort Solution program group.

WHAT IS SORT SOLUTION?

Sort Solution is a 32-Bit Sort Library and ActiveX control with extremely powerful sort routines for Windows 95 and 
Windows NT 4.x.
With the tools included in the package, Sort Solution can be immediately utilized as a general purpose sorting tool.
Programmers can include the Sort Solution technology into their applications with just a few simple function calls.

Some of the most important features are:
· Maximum file size only limited by the Operating System (biggest file sorted yet: 20.3 Gigabytes!) 
· Sort millions or even billions of records 
· Sort files of any size with only 2-3 megabytes of RAM. Use more memory to increase the sort performance 
· Flexible and easy-to-use scripting language to meet even the most complex sort requirements 
· Supports four basic file types: fixed, delimited, counted and explicit 
· Over 20 different key types, including textual numbers, date/time (with user-defined masks), fixed decimal, 

floating point 
· Use up to 64 keys in one Sort 
· Stable sort technique
· Merge several input files into one output file 
· Define filters to remove duplicate records 
· Use ranges to limit the number of output records to create ranking lists 
· Handle file headers comfortable with many options 
· Make use of all system processors on your Windows NT SMP machines to increase sort speed 
· Use up to 64 disks to maximize system throughput 
· Run Sorts in batch over night using the Windows 95 / Windows NT scheduling service 
· Complete Online-Manual with about 100 pages, packed with samples, reference information and tips 
· Extent the library with your own key types for maximum flexibility 
· The full sorting power in a 32-Bit ActiveX control
· Easy to integrate into all applications written with a 32-Bit language like Visual Basic, Visual C++, Delphi, C++-

Builder and others.

SHAREWARE
Shareware distribution gives users a chance to try software before buying it. If you try a Shareware program and 
continue using it, you are required to register it (or purchase the licensed version as in the case of Sort Solution).
Copyright laws apply to both Shareware and retail software, and the copyright holder retains all rights, with a few 
specific exceptions as stated below. Shareware authors are accomplished programmers, just like retail authors, and 
the programs are of comparable quality. (In both cases, there are good programs and bad ones!)
Shareware is a distribution method, not a type of software. You should find software that suits your needs and 
pocketbook, whether it's retail or Shareware. The Shareware system makes fitting your needs easier, because you 
can try before you buy. And because the overhead is lower, prices are lower also. Shareware has the ultimate money-



back guarantee -- if you don't use the product, you don't pay for it.

LIMITED WARRANTY AND DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTY
THIS SOFTWARE AND ACCOMPANYING WRITTEN MATERIALS (INCLUDING INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE) ARE 
PROVIDES "AS IS" WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND. FURTHER, Mario M. Westphal DOES NOT WARRANT, 
GUARANTEE, OR MAKE ANY REPRESENTATIONS REGARDING THE USE, OR THE RESULTS OF USE, OF THE 
SOFTWARE OR WRITTEN MATERIALS IN TERMS OF CORRECTNESS, ACCURACY, RELIABILITY, 
CURRENTNESS, OR OTHERWISE. THE ENTIRE RISK AS TO THE RESULTS AND PERFORMANCE OF THE 
SOFTWARE IS ASSUMED BY YOU. IF THE SOFTWARE OR WRITTEN MATERIALS ARE DEFECTIVE YOU, AND 
NOT Mario M. Westphal OR ITS DEALERS, DISTRIBUTORS, AGENTS, OR EMPLOYEES, ASSUME THE ENTIRE 
COST OF ALL NECESSARY SERVICING, REPAIR, OR CORRECTION.
THE ABOVE IS THE ONLY WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT 
LIMITED TO THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR 
PURPOSE, THAT IS MADE BY Mario M. Westphal, ON THIS PRODUCT. NO ORAL OR WRITTEN INFORMATION 
OR ADVICE GIVEN BY Mario M. Westphal, ITS DEALERS, DISTRIBUTORS, AGENTS OR EMPLOYEES SHALL 
CREATE A WARRANTY OR IN ANY WAY INCREASE THE SCOPE OF THIS WARRANTY AND YOU MAY NOT 
RELY ON ANY SUCH INFORMATION OR ADVICE.
NEITHER Mario M. Westphal NOR ANYONE ELSE WHO HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN THE CREATION, 
PRODUCTION OR DELIVERY OF THIS PRODUCT SHALL BE LIABLE FOR ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT, 
CONSEQUENTIAL OR INCIDENTAL DAMAGES (INCLUDING DAMAGES FOR LOSS OF BUSINESS PROFITS, 
BUSINESS INTERRUPTION, LOSS OF BUSINESS INFORMATION, AND THE LIKE) ARISING OUT OF THE USE 
OR INABILITY TO USE SUCH PRODUCT EVEN IF Mario M. Westphal HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY 
OF SUCH DAMAGES.
In other words: THERE IS NO GUARANTEE! YOU USE THIS SOFTWARE PRODUCT ON YOUR OWN RISK!
IF YOU DON'T LIKE THIS, SIMPLY DON'T USE Sort Solution!
IN STATES/COUNTRIES WHERE THESE RESTRICTIONS ARE ILLEGAL, YOU ARE NOT ALLOWED TO USE 
Sort Solution!

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
BY USING THE SHAREWARE VERSION OF Sort Solution YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THAT YOU HAVE READ THIS 
LIMITED WARRANTY, UNDERSTAND IT, AND AGREE TO BE BOUND BY ITS' TERMS AND CONDITIONS. YOU 
ALSO AGREE THAT THE LIMITED WARRANTY IS THE COMPLETE AND EXCLUSIVE STATEMENT OF 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE PARTIES AND SUPERSEDE ALL PROPOSALS OR PRIOR AGREEMENTS, ORAL 
OR WRITTEN, AND ANY OTHER COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN THE PARTIES RELATING TO THE SUBJECT 
MATTER OF THE LIMITED WARRANTY.

COPYRIGHT
Sort Solution and the Sort Solution Tools
Copyright © 1997,1998 Mario M. Westphal
All rights reserved.

LICENSE
You may use the shareware version of Sort Solution for a 30 day trial period. If you would like to continue to use the 
product after the 30 day trial period, you are required to purchase the licensed version of Sort Solution. See 
Shareware and Registration of Sort Solution for further details an how to license your copy of Sort Solution.
If you want use Sort Solution in your applications, you need to buy a licensed version. Then you are allowed to 
distribute Sort Solution together with your applications without an additional license fee (no royalties).
You are NOT allowed to develop an application with Sort Solution which main purpose can be described as »Sorting 
files«. This means also, that you are not entitled to create another Sort-Utility which basically has the same 
functionality as Sort Solution.
You are not allowed to distribute the header files and libraries that are part of the Sort Solution package to your 
customers without an explicit written agreement of the author.

Registration of Sort Solution
You may use the shareware version of Sort Solution for a 30 day trial period. If you would like to continue to use Sort 



Solution after the 30 day trial period, you are required to purchase the licensed version of Sort Solution.
You should carefully read the terms and conditions stated under License and Copyright before using this software.
Please read also the comments on Hardware Requirements and Limits.

The Author
Mario M. Westphal
Pestalozzistraße 6-12
61250 Usingen
Germany
Email: support@mwlabs.de
Homepage: http://www.mwlabs.de

Restrictions in the Shareware version
The free available shareware version of Sort Solution comes with all functions enabled and the complete manual, 
libraries, and samples. The only limitation is that some of the records in the output file are skipped by intention. 
This means, that all output files created with the unlicensed version have 1 to 10 records less than the input file. The 
records that are skipped are selected randomly.
This restriction of course does not apply to the licensed version.
Additionally, the unlicensed version of Sort Solution prints an informative message to the screen on every run. The 
licensed version does not print this message.

Distributing Sort Solution
The unregistered version of Sort Solution can be distributed freely under the fact that the complete package 
(sosoXXX.exe) remains unchanged and complete. Also there should be a notice that the newest version of this 
Software can be found on the authors homepage at

http://www.mwlabs.de

If you want to distribute Sort Solution together with your own applications, you are required to license a copy of Sort 
Solution. If you work in a development team, every person that works on the project that incorporates the Sort 
Solution technology also needs a licensed version of Sort Solution.

Licensing Sort Solution
fThe distribution file sosodis.exe contains a licensed version of SORTSOL.EXE and SORTSOL.DLL in a password 
protected ZIP file. When you register your copy of Sort Solution, you get the password for this file directly by the 
author via email. These two files replace the unlicensed versions which are installed when you setup Sort Solution 
for evaluation purposes.

One licensed copy of Sort Solution may either be used by a single person who uses the software personally on one 
or more computers, or installed on a single workstation used non-simultaneously by multiple people, but not both.

You may access the licensed version of Sort Solution through a network, provided that you have obtained individual 
licenses for the software covering all workstations that will access the software through the network. For instance, if 
5 different workstations will access Sort Solution on the network, each workstation must have its own Sort Solution 
license, regardless of whether they use Sort Solution at different times or concurrently.

If Sort Solution is used in a project with multiple developers, a separate license must be bought for every developer 
involved in the project. Say, for a project which is developed by five persons, and all those persons use or compile 
source code that contains calls to the Sort Solution API or ActiveX, five separate copies of Sort Solution have to be 
licensed.

How to Obtain a License
The Sort Solution distribution package contains a file named REGISTER.WRI. This file contains the latest info on how 
to register your copy Sort Solution.




