
Documentation for PD Software Flat Combo Control version 1

This document describes the conditions of use, together with the methods, properties 
and events associated with the Flat Combo ActiveX control.

Description of Flat Combo Control

The Flat Combo Control is an ActiveX control for Visual Basic.  It allows you to 
display Visual Basic ComboBox controls with the appearance of the Flat Combo’s on 
Micrisoft Office Toolbars.

At design time you place a FlatCombo control on a form.  At run-time you assign a 
Visual Basic ComboBox control to the FlatCombo control’s Combo property, and the 
FlatCombo control will replace the Visual Basic ComboBox control with a Flat 
Combo.

Control Reference

This section describes the use, custom properties, methods and events associated with 
the Flat Combo Control.  The control also supports a number of standard properties, 
methods and events for which documentation may be found in Visual Basic Help.

Important Useage Notes

At run time you continue to access the methods and properties of the Visual Basic 
ComboBox control to modify lists, set/retrieve the ListIndex etc.  However, there are 
the following important exceptions:

Do not use VB ComboBox SetFocus method
At run time the VB ComboBox control is invisible if the FlatCombo control is Active. 
If you need to set focus in code at run time, use the FlatCombo SetFocus method 
instead.

VB ComboBox Control’s Hwnd property is invalid at run time
At run time the VB ComboBox control is invisible if the FlatCombo control is Active. 
If you need to access the Hwnd of the visible control, access the FlatCombo Hwnd 
property instead.

Limitations of the FlatCombo Control

The following limitations apply to the Flat combo Control version 1.

Only Drop Down Lists are supported
Only VB ComboBoxes with a style of Drop Down List are supported by this version 
of the Flat Combo Control.

Do not set the Cancel Property of a control to True
The FlatCombo control cannot co-exist with a control on the same form that has the 
Cancel property set to True.  In practice this should not be a problem as the 



FlatCombo Control will normally be used on the Toolbar of a main form with no 
Command Buttons.

Tooltips are not supported
This version of the Flat Combo Control does not support Tooltips.  Although this 
property can be set for both the Flat Combo Control, and the VB ComboBox control 
at design time and run time, it is ignored at run time.

Properties

Active
Boolean

Read/Write at Design Time and Run Time

Sets/Returns whether the FlatCombo control is active, and should take the place of the 
Visual Basic ComboBox.

Combo
ComboBox Control

Read/Write at Run Time, not available at Design Time

Sets/Returns the Visual Basic ComboBox control associated with the FlatCombo control.

Methods

There are no custom methods for this control.

Events

There are no custom events for this control.

Terms of use

A license is granted to use and distribute this control free of charge for use in 
applications for which no charge (including registration of shareware) is made.

If you wish to use this control in conjunction with a commercial software package, a 
registration fee of £5 UK sterling is payable to the author.  Registered users will 
receive the latest version of this software, together with full visual basic source code 
and a royalty free right to use the code and/or control as part of any software.

IMPORTANT: To avoid compatibility problems or conflicts with applications 
developed using the standard version of this control, any controls created using this 



source code must be given a name other than ‘FlatCmbo.ocx’ and must not be 
compatible with or conflict with the standard Flat Combo Control.

In view of the low cost of this software, the author can accept no liability for any loss 
or damage occasioned by its use.  Whilst every care has been taken in the construction 
and testing of this software, it is supplied subject to the condition that the user 
undertakes to evaulate the suitability of the control for his/her purposes, and uses the 
control and/or source code entirely at his/her own risk.

If you do not agree to these conditions you must not install this software.

Registration

This control can be registered by sending the appropriate payment (see below) in UK 
funds, or equivalent in a commonly negotiable currency, made payable to Paul 
Duffield at the address shown below.  On clearance of these funds, the latest version 
of the control and source code will be dispatched by email or post.

Registration Fee

The registration fee is £5 UK sterling, for which the software will be dispatched by 
email.  If you would prefer to receive the software on disk, a further charge of £2.50 
UK sterling should be added to cover the costs of distribution.

Contacting the author

The author can be contacted for purposes of registration at the following address:
Paul Duffield
Calypso
7 Elwyn Road
Exmouth
Devon
EX8 2EL
United Kingdom

In addition, the author can be contacted by email at:  pduffield@lineone.net

Copyright

This control and source code is copyright© Paul Duffield, 1998.

Trademarks

The ownership of all registered trademarks mentioned in this document is 
acknowledged.

This document created 30 June 1998, Exmouth, Devon, United Kingdom.


