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Validation Scroll the sub-data window back to the left until the Order # field
comes into view.  You may remember that when you created the
Orders data server, you specified a validation rule and diagnostic
message for this field to prevent negative numbers.  Now, double-
click on the field, type -1, and press Tab to move to the next field.

Although the validation rule cannot prevent you from moving to a new
field, if you now click on the Go Next navigation button, you will see
the validation diagnostic message “The order number must be
positive.”   Also, if you attempt to close the file at this point, the
invalid data will not be propagated down from this data window to the
actual database.

Description Move the cursor out of the sub-data window to one of the other field
controls (such as Custnum #).  Look at the status bar, and you will see
the description for the field with focus.  Click on another field, and
watch as the status bar is updated with a new description.

Controlling Order Then, open the View menu and you will see the By Name and By
Number commands, with By Number checked.



Lesson 6: Running the Order Entry Application

5–122    CA-Visual Objects

Choose By Name, and the controlling order for the Customer data
server will change to CUSTNAME.NTX.  Choose the View Table
command, and you can easily see that the customers are now in order
by last name instead of customer number.

Take a look at the View menu again—you will see that the By Name
menu command is checked.  (If desired, choose By Number to return
to the previous controlling order.)

To conclude the tour, close the CustOrd window by double-clicking on
the system menu.  You may be warned that there is invalid data which
will not be saved; if so, choose Yes.
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Now, open another database file using the File Open command.  When
the file is open in a data window, open the View menu again.  Notice
that the By Name and By Number commands are grayed out, because
we made sure that they would be available only for the CustOrd
window.

Grayed menu commands

What’s Next

That concludes this tutorial of CA-Visual Objects.  You have learned
some important concepts regarding the structure of an MDI
application and have seen how the Standard Program fits into that
structure and provides a starting point for your own customized
application.

In just a few lessons, you have experimented with most of the visual
tools available in the IDE and have seen how they interact with one
another through the source code that they generate.  You have also
written and linked in some source code of your own.
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Now that you have learned how to create, compile, and execute a
CA-Visual Objects application, you may want to go on to the IDE
User Guide, which provides more detailed information about the IDE,
especially the browsers and visual editors, editing and debugging
applications, and creating .EXEs.  Or, to learn more about
programming in CA-Visual Objects, read through the three volumes of
the Programmer’s Guide.

Tip:  If you are a CA-Clipper user, you may want to consult the
Migrating Your CA-Clipper Programs to CA-Visual Objects guide
for tips and techniques on how to migrate your existing
CA-Clipper code.


