Lesson 1: A Tour of the Standard Program

The child window’s toolbar (which is also movable) is illustrated
below with each button identified:

Next
Close Copy Form
Previous
R =) N R
Go T !
o Top Browse
Cut Paste Go Bottom
The Status Bar When a child window has focus, the status bar can be used to get a

quick description of its toolbar buttons. It can also be used to display
a basic description for the currently selected field, but you have to
provide the descriptions as part of the data server definitibis not

built into the self-configuring data window created by the Standard
Program. (You will implement this feature when you create some
data servers of your own in the next lesson.)

Opening Multiple Windows

Finally, to get the full flavor of the capabilities of the Standard

Program, we will open a few more data windows and see what
happens.

1. Return the window to browse view by clicking on the Browse
toolbar button.

2. Restore the CUSTOMER.DBF window by clicking on its restore
button:

OR\CUSTOMER.DBF] *1*1 Restore button

1
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Tip: The following instructions tell you how to open additional
.DBF files individually. Since the shell window is a drag-and-
drop client, however, you can also switch to the Windows File
Manager, select the .DBF files, drag them over to the shell
window for this application, and drop them. A separate data
window will be opened for each file.

Using either the Open toolbar button or the File Open menu
command, load the ORDERS.DBF file located in the CA-Visual
Objects \SAMPLES\GSTUTOR directory.

Switch to browse view, displaying the following:

= Order Entry [ -]
File Edit Yiew Window Help
|
=| Browse Database: CA\CAVO\SAMPLESYGSTUTOR\CUSTOMER.DBF - | = ”
= Bro e Databa AVOLSAMP OR\ORDERS.DB M =
Cl =
(] (m] ] [l
CUSTNUM| JRDERNUNM|ORDER_DATE] SHIP_DATE SHIP_ADDRS SHIP_CITY SHIP_STAT 4+
1 ¢ 2 02/06/93 02/10/93 732 Johnson Street New York MY
1 4 04/22/93 05/01/92 732 Johnson Street New Yok NY
1 : 3 02/09/93 02/11/93 1275 Warehouse Lane Madisan il
1 5 0710493 0712093 732 Johnzon Strest New Yok NY
1 2 & 01/11/93 02/10/93 8752 Lake Yiew Place Madison il
1 : 7 03/12/93 0317793 8762 Lake Wiew Place Madison Wl
1 z ] 10/11/93 10/29/93 8752 Lake Wiew Place tadison |
el 2 £l 1141093 11/10/93 8752 Lake View Place Madisan wl +
=B -

1:55:37 PM

Click the Next toolbar button to move the cursor to the second
record.

Now, open DETAIL.DBF (also located in \SAMPLES\GSTUTOR)
in another window, switch to browse view, and click the Go
Bottom toolbar button to move the cursor to the last record.
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6. Tile the windows using the Windows Tile command, and notice
how each window maintains its own record pointer:

Order Entry

File Edit Yiew Window Help

e Database A4} ~ |~ 8| = |Browse Database: CACAVOY ~ | + ||l = |Browse Database: C:YCAVOY| ~ |

<& RlElm) [sa]e]l » <| I 3 2 B <| & [Balm) [eaa]l »

JADERNUN] LINENO [ PART_NOM]__[+J8[ COSTHUM] JRDERNUMDADER_DATE] S+ ([ CUSTNUM] FIRSTHAME [ LASTNAME [ [+
&3 5 SKULFF0T| 5o 1 | 011293 [0 [ Todd Evans -
E5 5 SKU-37101 | Sex 2 Maria Buine 7|
22 5 SKU-37101 | Se 1 4 04/22/33 05| 4 Joseph Duffy 94|
5 3 SKUS086 | Las 2 3 2 |0 3 Elzsbeth  |Cooper |12
2] 3 SKUS08E | Las 1 5 s o] 5 Janet Doughety |97
3 5 SKUS086 | Las 2 5 o |0 B James Baker E
E] 3 SKUG0BE | Las 2 7 01293 |03 7 Susan Radellf |24
10 5 SKU-6066 Las 2 ] 10411493 10} 8 Paul Moore 84|
5 5 SKUG0BE | Las 2 5 nawe |1 3 Cal Matin E
® 5 SKUS086 | Las 3 0 vosg3 o) |l 10 [ean Wicks Y
E 5 SKUS08E | Las 3 i R || I Jennter | Stk E
5 5 SKUS086 | Las 3 12 w53 (o) [ 12 [keen Cusumana |13
26 4 SKLU-60E6 Lasy 3 13 09/08/33 10} 13 John Katz 12|
42 3 SKU-5086 3 14 11/01493 1y 14 Gloria Walsh B4l

+ + + —“
1 20047FM |

7. When you are through, choose the Window Close All command.

Opening SQL Tables

Using the File Open SQL menu command, you can open one or more
SQL tables. To illustrate this feature, we will access a sample SQL
database called SAMPLE.DB.

Important! SAMPLE.DB is installed as part of the WATCOM SQL
installation option. If you have not installed this component, you will
not be able to follow the steps in this section. Reféfrstalling and
Starting CA-Visual Objectsin this guide for information before
continuing.
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To access SAMPLE.DB:
1. Choose File Open SQL.

A dialog box similar to the following is displayed:

= S0QL Data Sources

Select Data Source:

CABTR 1+
CADBF

CADBM

CAGUP

CAINF

CAINFS

CAING

| OK I | Cancel I

2. You can either type Sample and choose OK, or scroll the list box
until Sample appears and double-click it.

3. When prompted for a user ID and password, choose OK.

The following dialog box is displayed, showing all the tables in
the Sample database:

= Open a 5QL Table

Select a Table

"SYS5"."SYSUSERPERMS™
"SY5". "SYSUSERPERM™
"SYS™. "SYSUSEROPTIONS™
"SYS™. "SYSUSERLIST™
"SYS™ "SYSUSERAUTH"
"SY5". "SYSTABLEPERM"
eSS ."SYSTABLE™

"SY5". "SYSTABAUTH"
"SYS™. "SYSOPTIONS™
"SYS™. "SYSOPTION™

"SYS™ USYSIXCOL™
"SYS™."SYSINFD™

"SYS" "SYSINDEXES™ b

| Open Table... I | Cancel I

4. You can double-click on any table shown or highlight a table and
click the Open Table button. For example, scroll down and
double-click ortadmir’ .“ Student.
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Summary

The Standard Program opens this table in a self-configuring data
window as shown below:

S0L Table: "admin"."Student''

(] (2]%[®) [la]»]m)

Studnum I 86004

Sumame | RUSSELL

Initials |F-K-A-

Address |90 Green Street, KITCHENER ONT

Birthdate 1967-09-21
Sex IM

+ +

You can open as many tables as you like in this manner, just as
you did previously with the .DBF files. In fact, we've arbitrarily
separated these two exercises, having you close all the .DBF
windows before opening this one. You can open data windows for
.DBF files and SQL tables simultaneously. Except by looking at
the title bars, you will not be able to tell the difference between
these data windows because they have exactly the same behavior.
You may want to experiment a little at this point.

5.  When you are through, choose the Window Close All command.

6. Then, choose File Exit or double-click on the system menu to
close the Standard Program.

You are returned to the CA-Visual Objects desktop.

In this lesson, you’ve seen and learned quite a lot about the Standard
Program generated by CA-Visual Objects. You've been given a basic
description of the structure of an MDI application, and you’ve seen
how the Standard Program implements that structure by looking at
both the generated source code and the running application.
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The Standard Program demonstrates many of the features available in
CA-Visual Objects. A lot of these features are fully automatic, such
as:

= The minimize and maximize buttons, system menu, and title bar
that are part of every shell and child window that you create

= The scroll bar behavior that is built into every child window
= The ability to open multiple documents simultaneously

= The ability to open both .DBF files and SQL tables in a self-
configuring data window

= The ability to open multiple documents simultaneously

= The event handling built into every application

Other features, such as displaying information on the title and status
bars and the ability to navigate and change the contents of a database,
require a minimum amount of programming because they are built

into the GUI Classes library as methods and properties of the various
window classes.

Still other features-such as menus, toolbars, data windows, and data
servers—are facilitated by the code generators associated with the
various editors in the IDE (which you will see in subsequent lessons).
The IDE editors take full advantage of the automatic event handling
mentioned earlier, making it easy for you to connect events to items
on a menu and controls on a window, as you will also see in
subsequent lessons. Finally, the editors understand the relationships
between menus, toolbars, and windows of various types and, therefore,
allow you to make the connections between them as part of the design
process.

The Standard Program, even with all of its functionality, will seldom

be enough to handle all of your business needs, but it provides a great
starting point for creating a customized application. In this lesson,
you've already done a very small bit of customization by changing the
shell window's title bar caption, but let's move on to a more in-depth
alteration.
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