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As we never tire of telling you, 

the internet is a great resource 

but its open nature means it’s

vulnerable to abuse. Although the chances

of somebody intercepting your email are

slim, if you’re sending personal

information of any sort – whether it’s your

address, details of when you’ll be away on

holiday or, most obviously, financial data –

you want to be sure it’s secure. 

E-commerce sites use secure servers

to encrypt information in order to protect

customers’ credit card numbers. Similar

protective measures are built in to sites

that ask for data that could identify you.

But there’s plenty you can also do to

secure your online experience. 

Antivirus and firewall software will

protect you from many potential risks 

and will do much to reduce the likelihood

of personal information stored on your

hard drive leaking to the outside world.

Cosmi’s Internet Security Suite provides

yet another level of activities. 

Internet Security Suite contains a

number of useful programs designed to

make surfing the web safer. Firstly, the

Stealth software lets you encrypt your

outgoing emails and attachments so they

cannot be read by anyone who does not

have the free Stealth Encryption Free

Reader and, of course, the necessary

encryption key to unlock your email. 

You can send a copy of the included

reader to your email recipients (ignore the

warnings about this only being licensed for

US and Canadian PC users as the rules

regarding encryption have changed since

this software was developed). 

A wizard takes you through the simple

encryption process. The resulting files are

cunningly hidden within a 24bit bitmap or

Tiff image file of your choosing. Suitable

images are provided with the software,

which will not allow you to choose an

image file that isn’t large enough to hide

your message or document. 

Messages themselves can be hidden

and an authentication code added or you

can opt to encrypt a file without it having

to be hidden in an image. 

Further useful utilities in this suite

include File Shredder, Stealth Password

Database – where you can safely store all

your passwords and codes – and Stealth

Encrypted Backup plus an app that

controls cookies. There’s also a children’s

version of Internet Explorer which will

shield your offspring from accessing

unsavoury content. ■
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Internet Security Suite and Web-Guard will help protect your personal data both online 
and on your desktop, while WebCompiler is a nifty tool for creating a self-contained program
from your website and Ritz 2002 can help you balance the books

Internet Security Suite
Internet Security Suite should autorun
from the CD menu. If not, go to Start,
Run. Type d:\cdsetup.exe (where D is
the letter of your CD-ROM drive).

System requirements
Pentium PC; Windows 95/98/NT4/
2000/Me/XP; 32MB RAM; 25MB
hard disk space.

To install:

v Encrypted
files are hidden
within a 24bit
BMP or TIF
image for 
added security

k Make your emails
invisible with Stealth
Encryption. Messages
can be viewed 
by recipients using 
the included reader

Internet Security Suite EXCLUSIVE FULL PROGRAM 
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This is a nifty online companion that

enables you to create a range of

documents from your web pages. Having

created your HTML pages using a website

creation package, you can use

WebCompiler to make a new file as the

basis of other documents, ranging from

newsletters, surveys and catalogues. 

This means there’s no need to

duplicate work in order to produce 

a range of documents based on the

same content. To compile pages

browse to and open the file in

WebCompiler, choose a name for the

EXE file you want to create from it

and use the Compiler Options to

select the required output and security

options. You can even add a screensaver,

icon or company logo. 

Having run your pages through

WebCompiler you can then secure them

using the Password Generator. The

Feedback Decrypter lets you unlock

encrypted user feedback, plus an

advanced search engine helps you find

information in a trice – even across

documents several hundred pages long.

WebCompiler is a useful addition to

your online toolbox, especially as it works

in conjunction with any HTML-based

content including JavaScript, Flash and

VBScript. However, some web elements

cannot be ‘compiled’, depending on how

the original HTML pages were created. ■

www.pcadvisor.co.uk  April 2003 175

cover disc

FOR HELP USING THE COVER DISC CALL 0870 739 7630

If you’re running a business, there 

are plenty of overheads and the last

thing you need is to spend yet more

paying an accountant or bookkeeper.

There’s a plethora of financial

management and accountancy packages

on the market, some with very limited

features and a correspondingly small

price tag and others that are more 

suited keeping tabs on the finances 

of large corporations and which cost

many hundreds of pounds.

Ritz 2002 is an easy-to-use financial

management package that, uniquely,

works with both PCs and Macs. This

makes it particularly useful to offices

that have computers running both

Windows and MacOS. 

The core features of the package

include sales and purchase ledgers, 

an invoicer and a nominal ledger. Its

flexibility means that depending on

the type of business you run and your

expanding needs, you can add to Ritz’s

functionality by unlocking features such

as job costing, contact management,

order processing and stock control. 

Ritz 2002 provides multiuser

capabilities and is powerful enough 

to support financial data relating to a

range of currencies and to automatically

calculate trade discounts for loyal

customers. For tardy payers, Ritz 

can generate invoice reminders, saving

you time and trouble chasing them up. ■

Ritz 2002 EXCLUSIVE FULL PROGRAM

Ritz 2002
Ritz 2002 should autorun from the CD
menu. If not, go to Start, Run. Type
d:\ritz\install.exe (where D is the
letter of your CD-ROM drive). 

System requirements
Pentium PC; Windows 95/98/NT/
Me/2000; 16MB RAM; 50MB hard
disk space.

To install:

k Customising logos for
your website is easy thanks
to Webstyle’s simple menus

x To create a graphic, first
choose which type you 
want from the main menu 

v VAT’s the way I like it: Ritz 2002 makes it easy to
calculate the value added tax you can claim back
from the Inland Revenue 

WebCompiler 2000
WebCompiler 2000 should autorun
from the CD menu. If not, go to
Start, Run. Type d:\wcfreebie.exe
(where D is the letter of your 
CD-ROM drive). 

System requirements
Pentium PC; Windows 95/98/2000/
NT/XP; 16MB RAM; 8MB hard disk
space; Internet Explorer 4.0 for NT4,
Internet Explorer 5.0 for NT5.

To install:

WebCompiler 2000 EXCLUSIVE FULL PROGRAM  
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Subscribe to PC Advisor for only £11.99

Take out a six-month

subscription to PC Advisor

for £11.99 and you’ll not only

ensure that you never miss a

single issue or cover disc, you’ll

also receive a FREE gift. Simply

fill in this coupon, tick your

choice of software below and

return it to us.

■■   PC Advisor Subscriber
Collection CD
Provides a comprehensive 

collection of office materials. From

the office suite OpenOffice.org 

1.1 and the ThumbsPlus 3.33

image-editing suite to the great

Times Brain Teasers vol 1.

■■   PC Advisor 2000-2002
Issue Archive CD
No more rifling through your back

issues to find an article, phone

number or price – with this CD 

you can access all the information

you want in seconds. It’s a fully

searchable magazine archive,

covering 36 issues. It also contains

a PDF reader. 

Your details

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms

Address

Postcode

Telephone no

Email

Payment details
■■ I enclose a cheque for £____________________

(made payable to IDG Communications)

■■ Please charge my Visa/Mastercard/Switch

(Switch issue no ■■ ■■ Start date ■■ ■■ /■■ ■■ )

Expiry date ■■ ■■ /■■ ■■
Card no ■■ ■■ ■■ ■■   ■■ ■■ ■■ ■■   ■■ ■■ ■■ ■■
■■ ■■ ■■ ■■   ■■ ■■ ■■ ■■   ■■

Signature

Date

Please return the form to IDG Communications,
FREEPOST SEA5438, Sittingbourne, ME9 8BR or call 
the credit card hotline on 01795 414 836. Please allow
six weeks for delivery of your first issue. 
■■ Please tick this box if you do not wish to receive
details of other products and services from companies
that have been carefully screened by PC Advisor.
Offer ends 31 May 03. Source code: CDPG92

Web-Guard helps secure your data 

by locking files and preventing

unauthorised users from accessing,

modifying or deleting them. Files are

protected using 128bit encryption and,

just to be sure, Web-Guard keeps a 

record of everything that happens on 

your desktop and stores it as an event log. 

If you’re working on sensitive data you

can use the Web-Guard screensaver to

hide it from nosy colleagues and a Spy

Mode can be activated to capture all

keyboard activity so you know exactly

who’s been writing what using your PC.

You can also see whether someone has

been surfing the internet thanks to the

URL history tracking feature. 

When checking for

intrusion, Web-Guard

automatically looks at your C

drive but you can use it with

any or all of your hard drives

and partitions. When the program loads

up, simply click on ‘Other browsers’ and

navigate to the drive you want to be

protected. If your PC is violated, you can

be alerted audibly (as long as your PC has

speakers) with a siren or, if you’re away

from the office, by pager or email. ■

Web-Guard EXCLUSIVE FULL PROGRAM  

Web-Guard
Web-Guard should autorun from the
CD menu. If not, go to Start, Run.
Type d:\com-guard\web-guard.exe
(where D is the letter of your 
CD-ROM drive). 

System requirements
486DX PC or better; Windows 95/
98/2000/NT4/Me/XP; 32MB RAM;
20MB hard disk space.

To install:

v Keep track of what your PC’s being
used for – a keyboard log even tells you
exactly what’s been typed



Issue 3
Windows – Take control with tips for
getting more from your OS, plus how
to tailor it to suit the way you work.
Hardware – Beef up performance
with a RAM upgrade, tidy your cables
and hush up PC whirs and rattles.
Software – Everyday wheezes 
to get the most out of Word and the
lowdown on speech recognition.
Internet – Better browsing with
Internet Explorer and Netscape
Navigator, plus 20 great downloads.
Cover disc –  full programs, 
shareware and freeware: Data
Advisor • PlanIT Business, Sales and
Legal Letters • PhotoExplorer 
AVG Free • 40+ must-have utilities.

Issue 1
Windows – Navigation, customisation
tips and shortcuts for Windows 95, 98,
Me, 2000, NT and XP.
Hardware – Discover how to lock up
your data, tune up your system and
muscle up your multimedia.
Software – Indispensable tips for Word
and Excel to help you streamline the
way you work.
Internet – Essential advice for surfing, 
downloading and web gaming plus
the best free and low-cost packages.
Cover disc –  full programs, 
shareware and freeware: Internet
Cleanup • Getwise Windows 98 •
interactive Glossary • Helpline Q&A
Directory • over 50 great utilities.

Please send me copy/copies of Tips & Tricks, issue 1, at £4.99 per issue  

Please send me copy/copies of Tips & Tricks, issue 2, at £4.99 per issue

Please send me copy/copies of Tips & Tricks, issue 3, at £4.99 per issue 

Title                            Initials Surname

Address

Postcode

Mobile tel Daytime tel

Evening tel Email address

TTPCA04

TIPS & TRICKS ISSUES 1, 2 & 3 ORDER FORM

PAYMENT DETAILS

I enclose a cheque for £ __________ made payable to IDG Communications Ltd (PC)

Please charge my Visa   Mastercard   Switch

Card no 

Expiry date / (Switch Issue No Start date / )

Cardholder’s signature ___________________________________________________________ 

Date __________________

Please allow 28 days for delivery. Offer ends 11 April 2003. Offer subject to availability. For further enquiries and overseas 
rates please call 01795 414 835. To ensure the continued quality of service, we will occasionally monitor or record telephone 
calls made to PC Advisor. 
■■ Please tick here if you do not wish to receive details of other products and services from companies which have been carefully
screened by PC Advisor.

Hurry! Stocks are limited
Fill in the coupon below and send it

with your payment details to: 
Tips & Tricks, PO Box 296, 

Sittingbourne, Kent, ME9 8BF
Tel: 01795 414 836   Fax: 01795 414 555

£4.99 
per issue
inc p&p and cover 

CD-ROM

Issue 2
Windows – Prepare your PC for XP
installation with the right tools, 
sufficient power and fun multimedia.
Hardware – Find out how to revive
your dead PC, get your hands on
some free tools and print efficiently.
Software – Improve your digital
images, become a pro with Word
and retrieve that lost data. 
Internet – Get the inside story on 
foiling telemarketers and third-party
cookies and maximising PC security.
Cover disc – XP programs and
Windows utilities: Professor Teaches:
Outlook, PowerPoint & Access XP •
top Windows utilities • Helpline Q&A
Directory • 50+ unmissable utilities.

Plus!
in every

issue

READERS SWAP THEIR BEST TIPS, HELPING YOUR PC STAY TROUBLE-FREE,
WHILE THE PROS ARE ON HAND TO OFFER THEIR EXPERT ADVICE

PC Advisor Tips & Tricks is your indispensable guide to PC hardware, software and the internet
with over 120 pages packed with expert secrets and shortcuts, plus full programs with each issue

Issue 4 on

sale now –

see page 124 

for details
Missed the first three issues of Tips & Tricks?

✃
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If you’ve enjoyed the contents of our cover disc this month then our excellent range of deals
on software packages are sure to grab your attention. With great reductions, you’d be mad
to go shopping without our voucher page

Com-Guard upgrade and save 25%

If you liked the full free version of Web-Guard

on this month’s cover disc, and you tried out

the time-limited version of Com-Guard, why

not go for it, and buy the fully working version

from the Com-Guard website? The additional

features which come with Com-Guard are:

• Configured to meet specific security needs.

• Restricts unauthorised access to any number of files 

regardless of method of attack.

• Encrypted file protection is a user option for additional 

data security.

• Keyboard monitoring to determine intentions.

• Tracking of all applications that are started.

• Event log tracks all events on PC to

‘backtrack’ activity.

• Screensaver hides onscreen data from 

prying eyes.

• Password protection (even configuration 

settings) for simple system management.

• Email/pager/phone dial out for prompt event notification.

• Video capture (optional) to catch violator in the act and 

collect evidence.

Buy Com-Guard for just £37.50
PC Advisor readers can purchase Com-Guard for £37.50 – a

25% discount. This will be valid until end of April 03 so hurry

or you’ll miss out on this fantastic offer. 

The PC Advisor 

2000-2002 Issue 

Archive CD is just 

£9.99 including 

post & packaging. 

If you’ve ever missed

an issue of the

magazine or can’t find

an article you know

you’ve seen, this fully

interactive CD, which contains 36 issues in

searchable and printable PDF (portable document format) for

for under £10, will prove indispensable. 

To order your copy of this reference disc, telephone

01795 414 836 with your credit card details and quote

BACK3. Alternatively, if you are thinking of subscribing to 

PC Advisor or want to renew your subscription, you could 

get this CD free – simply call the same number.

Call PC Advisor on 01795 414 836 or
visit www.pcadvisor.co.uk/issuearchive

This 3in pocket USB device

backs up Microsoft Office

documents instantly and

securely. There is no need

even to click the mouse –

you just plug it in.

The retail value of these

gadgets is £149.99 – but

five lucky readers can get 

a free one by entering the

prize draw in our competition on page 16.

If you don’t win, however, we’ve still got a great deal 

for you. The first 100 readers to enter the code below at

the BackupBuddy website can buy MyBackupBuddy for

£99.99 – that’s a saving of £50! 

But even if you’re not one of the lucky 100, you can

still use the code to get a 10% discount on

MyBackupBuddy. Simply log on to www.backupbuddy.co.uk

and place your order.

MyBackupBuddy

Enter code BBA315100AB at
www.backupbuddy.co.uk 

Register for this great offer at www.com-guard.co.uk by 
30 April 03 and get FREE upgrades for six months

PC Advisor Issue Archive CD

Voucher page SPECIAL OFFERS
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In a technicolour extravaganza of 

film clips, graphic art and in-depth

interviews, Marvel Comics

Superheroes records the story so 

far of the comicstrip characters that

expressed the dreams of ordinary

people the world over.

Introduction
Do the comicbook superheroes

embody a modern mythology or are

they a bit silly? Whatever you think,

their unashamedly populist graphic

stories have struck a chord with

millions for several generations.

Backgrounds
The American comicbook industry

grew up in New York, so its no

surprise that the superheroes all

migrated there sooner or later. The

austere blocks and enthusiastic

criminal fraternity would give the

heroes readymade backdrops and

keep them busy for decades to come.

Superman
The man of steel burst on to the front

of a comicbook in 1936 and changed

cartoons forever. He didn’t just drive cars,

he tossed them through the air. He also

sold a million copies of his debut story. 

Critics and new heroes
After a success for comics in the 1940s,

the 1950s saw a backlash. McCarthyist

morality found the strips too violent,

leading to a self-imposed code of practice

that dulled the edge of the superheroes’

stories. It wasn’t until the 1960s when

they could really flex their muscles again.

Spiderman
Stan Lee and Jack Kirby at Marvel led the

way for the new, punchier superheroes,

giving them private lives and a

contemporary relevance. Spiderman, the

first teenage schoolboy with more than

just lead in his pencil, became one of 

the most enduring cartoon characters.

h Find out how superheroes go from the
drawing board to comicbook and feature film

v One of the Caped Crusader’s early 
full-colour comicbook appearances 

EXCLUSIVE VIDEOMarvel Comics Superheroes
Look, up in the sky! Is it a bird? Is it a plane? No! It’s this month’s exclusive DVD video.
Gasp in amazement and gaze in wonder as we take you through the history of superheroes

To watch the video, load your desktop DVD player and press Play to bring up the

chapter menu. To load the PC Advisor software interface, follow these instructions.

Go to Start, Run. Then type d:\master.exe (where D is the letter of your DVD

drive). Or go to Start, Programs, Windows Explorer to locate the relevant EXE file.

Follow the onscreen instructions to install the program you want. Please read the

licence and any Read Me files for any special instructions that may relate to the

individual products.

If you are unable to access the DVD contents even manually or experience

problems with the disc, call our DVD helpline on 0870 739 7630.

To install:

h Captain America thwarts 
the Nazis…

k…while Spiderman nabs the 
Green Goblin
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Villains
After decades of sending its super-powered

characters after burglars and mob bosses,

Marvel invented the super-villain – just add

a mask, a mutation and a grudge.

Superheroes
Endurance is the comic’s real superpower,

thanks to characters with distinct traits and

the ability to move with the times.

Artwork
Comics have continually updated their

artwork and formed a symbiotic

relationship with cinematographers.

Merchandise
It all comes back to profits, and the

superheroes have created a lot of those.

The American dream really is embodied by

these money-spinning icons. ■

• Please note: owing to last-minute

changes, we were not able to include the

editorial relating to the programming

utilities on the disc. 

DVD-ROM cover disc for just £2.99
There’s no need to buy a second copy of PC Advisor to 

enjoy all the extras on the DVD edition. Buy the April 03 

DVD-ROM separately for just £2.99, including postage and

packing (UK only). To order a copy using your credit card call 

01795 414 939, complete this coupon or visit us online at

www.pcadvisor.co.uk/dvd.

DVD-ROM upgrade
If you’re an existing PC Advisor subscriber, you can upgrade

to the DVD edition. Either:

1. call 01795 414 939 for a personal quotation, or

2. email your personal quotation request with your name 

and address details to pcadvisordvd@galleon.co.uk.

Subscription offer
Subscribe to the DVD edition of PC Advisor for just £19.99,

saving more than 44 percent on the normal price. Call 01795

414 939, quoting PCADVD92, or complete this coupon. 

Your details
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms..........................................................................

Address ........................................................................................

.................................................................. Postcode ....................

Tel no .................................. Email ...............................................

Payment details 
Please return completed form with payment to: PC Advisor

FREEPOST SEA5438, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8BR. By fax: 

01795 414 555; by email: pcadvisordvd@galleon.co.uk.

Cheque, credit card and debit card payments

■■ I enclose a cheque made payable to IDG Communications for

£ .......................

■■ Please charge my Visa/Mastercard/Switch 

issue no ■■ ■■ Start date ■■ ■■ /■■ ■■   (Switch only)

Card no ■■ ■■ ■■ ■■   ■■ ■■ ■■ ■■   ■■ ■■ ■■ ■■   ■■ ■■ ■■ ■■
■■ ■■ ■■ ■■   ■■ Expiry date ■■ ■■ /■■ ■■

Signature ......................................................................................

Date .............................................................................................

New subscribers will receive an order acknowledgement letter informing them when
their subscription will start, but please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery of first issue. 
For further enquiries and overseas rates please call 01795 414 835.  
■■ Please tick here if you do not wish to receive details of other products and 
services from companies which have been carefully screened by PC Advisor. 
Offer ends 31 May 03. Source code: PCADVD92

Item Cost Quantity Total
per item

DVD for April 03 £2.99
6 issues of PC Advisor with DVD £19.99
12 issues of PC Advisor with DVD £39.99

Total

How to buy the DVD-ROM and subscribe

• Delta Force Black Hawk Down
Overcome stiff native opposition as

you join the US special operations

forces for 10 months in Somalia. 

• Delta Force Land Warrior
This first person shooter is

Developed from the same engine

used to train the US army elite 

Land Warrior Soldiers. 

• Scrabble 2003 Test your mettle

against your PC in this classic word

game. A range of games accompany

the traditional version.

• Medal of Honour Allied Assault
The various missions in this WWII first-person shooter will have you sniping, going

undercover, driving a tank and, most of all, engaging in bloody and frenetic combat

with enemy soldiers.

• Splinter Cell In the shadowy world of US covert operations, you are secret agent

Sam Fisher. You must infiltrate high-security strongholds, seize critical intelligence,

destroy threatening data and neutralise the enemy, all without leaving a trace.

• James Bond Nightfire Here’s your chance to swan round the world picking up

gorgeous women, sipping martinis and foiling the plots of evil masterminds.

Games domain DEMOS

h The latest virtual Scrabble board is demoed this month,
along with five other great games
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