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ur standalone hardware and software

reviews are more comprehensive

than ever, providing you with a bigger
and better view of the latest offerings on the
market. We’ve tested and rated more
products in more detail while allowing room
for shorter reviews of those desirable add-on
devices — MP3 players, notebook expansion
cards, DVD drives and so on.

Products we review start their testing
cycle here in the standalones section where
they’re rated on individual performance,
features and value for money. We single
out the outstanding products to receive our
stamp of approval — a PC Advisor Gold
award. The award winners may well go on
to appear in our Top 10 charts next month
where they are pitted against similar
products. Here they can earn further
laurels in the form of our Best Buy and
Recommended awards.

Our changes are aimed at making
it easier for you to decide which PC,
peripheral or component is ideal for your
needs. Because you want a product that
won’t be obsolete in six month’s time, you
can see how your chosen hardware rates on
its own merits here in our standalone
section, and then check out how it fares
against the competition in the charts over
the following months.

Scoring and testing

Hardware reviews
Software reviews
Technofile
Reader’s choice

explained

ach review rates a product
Eaccording to a set criterion for
its type. The score is broken down
at the end of the review to show how
we reached our final verdict. Ratings
range from 1 to 10 and fall into the
following classifications:
1 to 3 - poor 4 to 6 — average
6 to 8 — good 8 to 10 - excellent

How we rate hardware

+ Features This score rates the
specification of a product by current
standards. For example, a 2.6GHz PC
with 512MB of RAM and a 120GB hard
drive would score highly.

+ Build quality This rating denotes how
well the product is made and the quality
of the components.

+ Value for money The price of a
product will often be the deciding
factor between a good review and
a bad review. This is not to say
that cheaper products will always
win out, but the better the
price/performance and features
ratio the higher the score.

How we rate software

+ Ease of use Rates how easy software is
to install and use.

+ Features Indicates how much the
package contains. An office suite that
only came with a spreadsheet would
score poorly.

+ Value for money Lots of features, good
performance and a low price tag will
result in a good score.

PC Advisor Gold award
Outstanding Hardware
products receive a PC Advisor
Gold award. This may indicate
that the product will enter our
charts next month but PC Advisor Gold
also honours excellence in a product that
is not covered in our existing charts.
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Prices

All prices are quoted by the
manufacturer or distributor and exclude
VAT. Prices are only intended as a guide,
and you may see products on sale for
less or more than our quoted price. PC
Advisor’s recommendations are for
guidance only and are not a guarantee
of suitability. The publisher takes no
responsibility for purchasers’ decisions.
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This month: processors speed up... again

Processor speed hikes come with such increasing regularity that it’s pleasing to see Intel’s latest
chip bring something new to the party. Offering more than just the allure of a nice round number, the
3GHz Pentium 4 takes a cunning trick, already in use in the server space, to the desktop market.

Intel’s hyperthreading technology allows one chip to behave as two. Usually, when a computer
needs to perform an assignment the operating system breaks the workload down in to a series of
tasks (or threads) and sends them to the processor. This can cause wasted time as the processor
must twiddle its thumbs while waiting for something to happen before it can complete a task.

By masquerading as two processors the second ‘processor’ can be getting on with the next task
while the first is sitting waiting — making more efficient use of the processing power available. It
can, in some cases, decrease performance — but on the whole it should be quicker.

The clever bit about hyperthreading is that it provides a performance gain while adding very little
size to the processor core. The smaller the core, the cheaper it is to make and the cooler it runs.

Hyperthreading has also been given a bit of a leg up thanks to the existing multiprocessor
systems already in use. With Windows XP happy to support more than one processor (whether real
or not), everything is in place to take advantage. To see how it all works, turn to page 42.

Top 10 charts
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42 Hardware reviews

Hi-Grade Ultis PV4 3.0GHz HT 42
Toshiba Portege 3500 43
Mesh Matrix XP 2700+PPC 44
Freecom Beatman Flash

MP3 Player 50
Digisette Duo-DX AR-496 50
Navman GPS 3400 52
Western Digital 120GB

External Drive 52
FujiFilm Axia SlimShot 54
Handspring Treo 90 54
Rock Xeno-m 55
Sony Ericsson GC75 55
Dell Dimension 4550 58
CTX s530 58
M-Audio Sonica 60
Waitec Vision 60
Adaptec VideOh DVD 61
Minolta-QMS Magicolor

2300 Desklaser &

HP Color LaserJet 2500L 62
Lindy USB Share 63
Lindy USB Docking Station 63
Sharp ZQ-800P 64
Interlink Epad-Ink 64

66 Software reviews
McAfee VirusScan 7.0 (2003) and

Firewall 4.0 (2003) 66
Norton SystemWorks 2003 68
Corel Ventura 10.0 72

Cubase SX 76
Symantex Norton AntiVirus 2003 78
Connectix Virtual PC for

Windows 5.0 78

80 Technofile

We discuss removable memory

88 Reader’s choice

We help two readers pick a projector

238 Top 10 charts

Our new-look Top 10s start on page 238. We’ve

moved them to the back of the magazine, where

they’re easier to find, and designed them so they’re now

a cinch to navigate. We’ve added at-a-glance comments

and buying advice to help you make the right purchasing
decision. Products we’ve already tested are ranked in our
charts after competing against existing entrants. The result is
a definitive guide to the best hardware available on the market.
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