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On page 81 of this issue we relate the shocking story of William Jones, falsely

accused of being in possession of child pornography, and how the ensuing

lengthy police investigation devastated his life.

As I write, yet another celebrity has hit the headlines accused of sex crimes against

children, and newspaper columns, radio chatshows and live TV debates are awash with

comment – most of it ill-informed.

In the last week I’ve heard people saying things like “the internet should be banned”,

which is almost as ignorant as “he looks like a paedophile, he must be guilty”.

It’s beginning to resemble the witch hunts

of the middle ages, with the role of the

church inquisitors played by the tabloid

press, their readers hanging around the

village pond baying for the next drowning.

It’s an appreciation of the dangers of 

that medieval no-smoke-without-fire attitude

that gave birth to the principle that the

accused is innocent until proved guilty 

which is, thankfully, now fundamental to

English law, but not, sadly, fundamental 

to peasant thinking.

The logical conclusion is that no adult 

will be able to talk to a child ever again, 

let alone work with them, for fear of being

denounced as a paedophile by a neighbour

they accidentally slighted in the

supermarket. Parents will fear showing

genuine affection to their own offspring 

lest it be interpreted as sexual in nature.

Jerking the knee
Now before you start phoning, emailing

and writing to ask what this has got do 

with a computer magazine, let me explain.

When a situation arises where a

technology, in this case the internet, 

is blamed for the spread of mankind’s 

evil, it’s beholden upon those who 

‘know’ – who have experienced the 

good a technology can do – to calmly 

enjoin debate and bring reason where once there was pig-ignorance.

When the ass of the Law would find guilty someone who stumbled over a child

pornography site and reported it to the police, because it’s an offence to even view 

it, those who know that fairly simple computer forensics can prove the difference

between lengthy and repeated visits to a site and backing swiftly out of a home page,

need to stand up and be heard.

Otherwise the rabid cries of the mob that thinks that banning this or that will solve

the problem will be the only voices heard.

Because without informed debate there will be many more people like William Jones

who suffer the consequences of false accusation. Next time it could be you or me. ■

Andrew Charlesworth
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welcome reader information

Competition rules of entry 
The following rules and conditions apply to all competitions and

giveaway offers in the magazine. The judge’s decision is final 

and no correspondence will be entered into. There is no cash

alternative to the prize or prizes offered. Employees of IDG

Communications, the company or companies donating prizes 

and their relatives are not eligible for entry. Winners’ details will 

be printed in the next available issue of the magazine. Neither 

PC Advisor nor IDG Communications can be held responsible in

the unlikely event that a company is not able to fulfil its obligation

and provide a prize, for whatever reason. 

Liability 
While every conceivable effort is taken to ensure that all 

details printed in the magazine are correct at the time of 

going to press, the publishers cannot accept any responsibility

for the accuracy of the information contained in the editorial, 

nor for the consequences of any actions taken as a result of 

this information. The views of contributors do not necessarily

reflect those of the publisher. 

Cover disc 
The publisher shall have no liability without limitation for 

any losses or damage arising from using software on cover 

discs, including any loss of profit, damage to equipment or

data, interruption of business, or any other damage, direct or

accidental. It is recommended that you make a full backup of

all the programs and data on your hard disk before installing

any new software. Telephone numbers given for cover disc

software registration may only be valid for a limited period. 

If you experience problems with the cover disc call our 

helpline on 0870 739 7630.

Product reviews
Products submitted for reviews in PC Advisor are accepted on 

the basis that the same product will be available to the

consumer. This ensures we give our readers the most accurate

analysis of commercially available products. If, after reading a

review in PC Advisor, you contact the manufacturer or vendor

and find the specific model is not being offered, please let us

know at reviews@idg.com. Prices quoted throughout the

magazine exclude VAT except where otherwise stated. 

Technical helpline
We cannot answer technical queries over the phone, except via our

Expert Advice Hotline (see page 137). Calls are charged at £1.50

per minute, up to a maximum of six minutes. PC Advisor offers a

full money-back guarantee if you are dissatisfied with the service. 

Consumer hotline
Whether it’s consumer-related or a general enquiry, our experts

can help with all your legal problems. The PC Advisor Consumer

Hotline costs £1.50 per minute. Call 0906 906 0276, 8am to

10pm, seven days a week. English law apples to all advice given.

January competition winners
Visioneer Photoport TV100: Mr H West, Bolton; Mr S Wiltshire,

Bournemouth; Mr A Jacobs, Reading; Mr B Robinson,

Kingswinford; Mr S Houghton, Lytham St Annes; Mr R McIntyre,

Rochdale; Mr C Surrey, Barnet; Mrs B Bessant, Fareham; 

Mr G Davies, West Hagley; Mr S West, Isleworth. Western

Digital 120GB hard drive: Mr S Parker, Hereford; Mr A Boyles,

Carshalton; Mr F Batty, Barrow in Furness. Macmin Home 

Study packs: Mr D Butler, West Hagley; Mr R Graham, London; 

Mr Evans, Falmouth; Mr J Harrison, Sunderland. Disney games

and accessories bundle: Mr N Rotherham, Rotherham; 

Mr K Gibbens, Derby; Mrs R Napier, Forfar; Mr McKibbens,

Gosport; Mr W Whitson, Lamberhurst; Mr F Burdett Mills,

Hoveton; Mr F King, Lancing; Mrs J Palomba, Prestatyn; 

Mr S Worn, Stockton-on-Tees; Mr R Smith, Peterborough.
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The nation’s disgust at the prevalence of paedophilia is
resulting in wrongful accusations and even calls to ban the
internet. Maybe we should all stop and think

When technology,
like the internet, 
is blamed for the
spread of mankind’s
evil, it’s beholden
upon those who
‘know’ to calmly
enjoin debate
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