
Division 17
Square Foot & Cubic Foot Costs
Estimating Tips
• The cost figures in Division 17 were derived
from more than 10,200 projects contained
in the Means database of completed
construction projects, and include the
contractor’s overhead and profit, but do not
generally include architectural fees or land
costs. The figures have been adjusted to
January of the current year. New projects
are added to our files each year, and projects
over ten years old are discarded. For this
reason, certain costs may not show a
uniform annual progression. In no case are
all subdivisions of a project listed.

• These projects were located throughout the
U.S. and reflect a tremendous variation in
square foot (S.F.) and cubic foot (C.F.) costs.
This is due to differences, not only in labor
and material costs, but also in individual
owners’ requirements. For instance, a bank
in a large city would have different features
than one in a rural area. This is true of all
the different types of buildings analyzed.
Therefore, caution should be exercised when
using Division 17 costs. For example, for
court houses, costs in the database are local
court house costs and will not apply to the
larger, more elaborate federal court houses.
As a general rule, the projects in the 1/4
column do not include any site work or
equipment, while the projects in the 3/4
column may include both equipment and
site work. The median figures do not
generally include site work.

• None of the figures ‘‘go with’’ any others. All
individual cost items were computed and
tabulated separately. Thus the sum of the
median figures for Plumbing, HVAC and
Electrical will not normally total up to the
total Mechanical and Electrical costs arrived
at by separate analysis and tabulation of the
projects.

• Each building was analyzed as to total and
component costs and percentages. The
figures were arranged in ascending order
with the results tabulated as shown. The 1/4
column shows that 25% of the projects had
lower costs, 75% higher. The 3/4 column
shows that 75% of the projects had lower
costs, 25% had higher. The median column
shows that 50% of the projects had lower
costs, 50% had higher.

• There are two times when square foot costs
are useful. The first is in the conceptual
stage when no details are available. Then
square foot costs make a useful starting
point. The second is after the bids are in and
the costs can be worked back into their
appropriate units for information purposes.
As soon as details become available in the
project design, the square foot approach
should be discontinued and the project
priced as to its particular components.
When more precision is required or for
estimating the replacement cost of specific
buildings, the current edition of Means
Square Foot Costs should be used.

• In using the figures in Division 17, it is
recommended that the median column be
used for preliminary figures if no additional
information is available. The median figures,
when multiplied by the total city
construction cost index figures (see City
Cost Indexes) and then multiplied by the
project size modifier in Reference Number
R171-100, should present a fairly accurate
base figure, which would then have to be
adjusted in view of the estimator’s
experience, local economic conditions, code
requirements and the owner’s particular
requirements. There is no need to factor the
percentage figures, as these should remain
constant from city to city. All tabulations
mentioning air conditioning had at least
partial air conditioning.

• The editors of this book would greatly
appreciate receiving cost figures on one or
more of your recent projects which would
then be included in the averages for next
year. All cost figures received will be kept
confidential except that they will be
averaged with other similar projects to arrive
at S.F. and C.F. cost figures for next year’s
book. See the last page of the book for
details and the discount available for
submitting one or more of your projects.
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