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Estimating Tips

041 Mortar & Masonry Accessories

042 Unit Masonry

« The most common types of unit masonry

= All masonry walls, whether interior or
exterior, require bracing. The cost of bracing

= The terms mortar and grout are often used
interchangeably, and incorrectly. Mortar is
used to bed masonry units, seal the entry of
air and moisture, provide architectural
appearance, and allow for size variations in
the units. Grout is used primarily in
reinforced masonry construction and is used
to bond the masonry to the reinforcing
steel. Common mortar types are M(2500
psi), S(1800 psi), N(750 psi), and O(350 psi),
and conform to ASTM C270. Grout is either
fine or coarse, conforms to ASTM C476, and
in-place strengths generally exceed 2500 psi.
Mortar and grout are different components
of masonry construction and are placed by
entirely different methods. An estimator
should be aware of their unique uses and
COsts.

are brick and concrete masonry. The major
classifications of brick are building brick
(ASTM C62), facing brick (ASTM C216) and
glazed brick, fire brick and pavers. Many
varieties of texture and appearance can exist
within these classifications, and the estimator
would be wise to check local custom and
availability within the project area. On repair
and remodeling jobs, matching the existing
brick may be the most important criteria.

« Brick and concrete block are priced by the

piece and then converted into a price per
square foot of wall. Openings less than two
square feet are generally ignored by the
estimator because any savings in units used
is offset by the cutting and trimming
required.
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walls during construction should be
included by the estimator and this bracing
must remain in place until permanent
bracing is complete. Permanent bracing of
masonry walls is accomplished by masonry
itself, in the form of pilasters or abutting
wall corners, or by anchoring the walls to
the structural frame. Accessories in the form
of anchors, anchor slots and ties are used,
but their supply and installation can be by
different trades. For instance, anchor slots on
spandrel beams and columns are supplied
and welded in place by the steel fabricator,
but the ties from the slots into the masonry
are installed by the bricklayer. Regardless of
the installation method the estimator must
be certain that these accessories are
accounted for in pricing.

Reference Numbers

Reference numbers are shown in bold squares
at the beginning of some major classifications.
These numbers refer to related items in the
Reference Section. The reference information
may be an estimating procedure, an alternate
pricing method or technical information.

Note: Not all subdivisions listed here
necessarily appear in this publication.
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