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Description
Currently heart failure is at epidemic proportions in the United States with a prevalence 
exceeding 4.5 million and is a disease characterized by recidivism where the total estimated 
direct and indirect costs are exceeding $30 billion yearly. Actions to ameliorate the hardships, 
both personally to patients and economically to health care systems, are one of medicine’s 
most extremely urgent issues. This educational activity will allow physicians to incorporate 
cost-efficient scientifically proven acute decompensated congestive heart failure (ADCHF) 
advances into their practices while decreasing hospital and emergency department length of 
stay (ED LOS).

Target Audience
Directed to emergency physicians, emergency department chairmen, hospitalists, hospital 
administrators, hospital coordinators, and other interested allied health professionals.

Objectives 
• Review the medical expenditures and pharmacoeconomic data associated with 

ADCHF treatments
• Diagnose the ADCHF patient and initiate appropriate treatment for stabilization.
• Recognize how early initiation of intravenous (IV) vasoactive therapy improves 

outcomes in ADCHF patients, as well as ADCHF patients with moderate to severe 
renal insufficiency

• Identify appropriate ADCHF patients who may benefit from early vasoactive therapy 
In the ED setting

To receive a maximum of 1 AMA/PRA category 1 credits:
• View all slide presentations
• Click CME registration, which automatically links to 

www.clevelandclinicmeded.com/acutehf.htm 
• Complete the on-line posttest, evaluation, and registration forms
• Print out your CME Certificate

Accreditation
The Cleveland Clinic Foundation Center for Continuing Education is accredited by the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medical 
education for physicians.

The Cleveland Clinic Foundation Center for Continuing Education designates this 
educational activity for a maximum of 1 AMA/PRA Category One Credit towards the AMA 
Physician’s Recognition Award. Each physician should claim only those credits that he/she 
actually spent in the activity.

This activity may be submitted for American Osteopathic Association continuing medical 
education credit in category 2.

Estimated time to complete this educational activity is 1 hour.

Disclaimer
This information is provided for general medical education purposes only and is not 
meant to substitute for the independent medical judgment of a physician relative to 
diagnostic and treatment options of a specific patient's medical condition.  The 
viewpoints expressed in this CME activity are those of the authors/faculty.  They do not 
represent an endorsement by The Cleveland Clinic Foundation.  In no event will The 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation be liable for any decision made or action taken in reliance 
upon the information provided through this CME activity.
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Faculty Disclosure
Current guidelines state that participants in CME activities should be made aware of any 
affiliation or financial interest that may affect the speaker’s presentation(s) and/or who will be 
discussing off-label therapies:

W. Frank Peacock, MD 
Grant/Research Support, Consultant, and Speakers’ Bureau: Accumetrix, Biosite, CHF 
Solutions, and Scios Inc.
Dr. Peacock will be discussing therapies that are not yet labeled (FDA approved) for the use 
under discussion or that the product is still investigational. 

The Cleveland Clinic Foundation Center for Continuing Education acknowledges an 
educational grant for support of this activity from:


