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Overview of Chinese

Today, about 50,000 Chinese characters exist, of which about 5,000 are commonly used. In 1958, the
National People's Assembly approved the transliteration of Chinese characters into the Latin alphabet.
This system of transliteration is called pinyin. Mandarin, which is one of many dialects spoken in
China, is introduced in this program. Mandarin is China's official language and is used broadly.
Mandarin is spoken and taught in China, Hong Kong and many other places.

Pronunciation

Vowels
a like a in far (but with no r-sound)
e like e in mercury (but with no r-sound)
i (2) like ee in cheese
(2) after c, s, z, ch, sh, zh, r, like e in mercury (with no r-sound)
o} like aw in paw
like 0o in tool
round your lips and try to say ee
Consonants
c like ts in cats, followed by a strong puff of breath
ch like ch in check, but with the tip of the tongue turned up and back to touch the roof of
the mouth
g as in give
h like ch in the Scottish loch
i like jin jeep
q similar to ch in cheek
r like r in rung with the tip of the tongue curled back
S like s in sip
sh like sh in shirt
X like sh in sheep with lips widely spread
y like y in yard
z like ds in kids

zh like j in judge



Nouns

Nouns do not change for number or case. Therefore, nouns remain the same whether they are
singular or plural, and whether they are the subject or the object of a verb.

nin jido shén me ming zi?
Mhat is your name?)

wi de ming #@ jiao luo lunsi.
(My name is Luo Lunsi)

There are no definite articles.

Definite or indefinite reference is usually determined by the positioning of

the noun. When a noun comes before the verb, the noun has a definite reference, and when a noun
comes after the verb, the noun has an indefinite reference.

shou piao yuan shoil piao.

(The ticket seller is selling the tickets))

Chinese nouns function essentially as subjects, objects or modifiers of other nouns. Basically, there

are three groups.

1. Individual nouns

fangd jian
(room)

zhi piao
(check)

2. Collective nouns

pi’ jitl
(beer)

fa lang
iFrench francs)

3. Abstract nouns

mandarin

(mandarin)

yi si

(What do you mean?)



Pronouns
Personal pronouns have the same form whether used as a subject or an object.

The following is a list of the Chinese personal pronouns.

Wi
wd bl ming bai

hii
ni hao

ta
ta shiLli FBn N1
WAl en

wd men you ¥ jian hén hao de dan rén fan

g

hirmen

ni men shiu feé shi dio shao

tamen

ta men jand yind y0 ma

The following is a list of the possessive forms of Chinese personal pronouns.

wode my/mine
wd de pend you ry friend

nide  yourfyours
ni de bido mén la Your watch is slow.

ninde yourfyours (palite farm)
wh dond ninde v si | understand your meaning.



tade his/herfits
ta de pénd you hig friend

womende ourfours
wd men de fand jlan our room

zanmende ourfours
zan men de fand jian our room
nimende yourRyours

ni men de zidond chil na ji  Where is your ATM?

tamende theirtheirs
ta men de j piao their tickets

The plural suffix —men is used with pronouns.

wid men
(e )

ni men
(you)

ta men
(they)

Interrogative pronouns

Interrogative pronouns indicate that the sentence in which it occurs is a question. Pronouns such as
Interragative pronouns indicate that the sentence in which it occurs is a question. Pronouns such

as "shui” {who), "shén me" {what) and "na" {which one) belong to this category.

shai hai jiang ying yi?
(WWho can speak English?)

shen me shi hou jiand lio.
(wyhen will the plane land.)

Demonstrative pronouns



Demanstrative pronouns are determinative wards and point out a certain group of nouns, such
as zhe, (this) ma (that) mé& (every), and ge {each).

zheé shili fend ni This is Li Feng Mi.
na shiddn 1a y That is spicy fish.
mei rén everybody

mei g& shu each book



Adjectives

Adjectives are placed before the nouns that they qualify.

nin yao kai wéi jiu ma
(Do you want some wine?)

Adjectives are usually preceded by the adverb hen (very) in its positive form.

wi men yiu yT jian hén hio de dan rén fand
(WWe have a very good single room.)

A degree adverb does not have to be used when bu (nat) is used in the sentence.

wh b jiind yingd yi
(Il don't speak English.)

When used predictively, the verb shi (to be) can be dropped.

wi bén hao [shi iz omitted after wo]
(I arn very fine.)



Adverbs
These adverbs are followed by verbs:

Jiu (then)
wO Ju yao zhé de fand jian ba
(l'want this room.)

Dou (all, both)
it xTng zhi pido dou z3i [T mian
(hly travelers checks are all in my purse.)

Zhi (only)
wd zh jiand y1 dian zhond wen
(I can only speak a little Chinese.)

Ve (also)
nin y& k& yijiind zhénd weén ma
(Can you also speak Chinese ™)

ZLai, you (again)

zai iie xie nin

(Thank you again.)

Dan, que (but)

dan wb k& v d& nin zou liand bidn de zlo wéi
(But | can give you an aisle seat.)



Verbs

Chinese verbs have no differences between the singular and plural forms at all.

In Chinese, verbs can be divided into three groups: shi (to be), you (to have), and other general verbs.

Shi describes or defines the subject.

wi shi ddo shan
(I am Gao shan.)

You indicates possession or existence,
wd rmen ydu y1 jiin hén hao de dan rén fand.
(WY'a hawe a very nice single room.)

To make a sentence negative, place mei before you.
wO mei you x0 yao bao Guan de dond i
(Il do not have anything to declare.)

Instead of conjugation, Chinese verbs use a suffix to show tense.

The suffix -le is placed after the verb to show that the action has been completed.
wd dil Le gian bao
(I lost my purse.)

The suffix -guo after a verb indicates the indefinite past. That is, whether something has or has not
happened but without a specific notion or point in time.

wo qu guo nan jind [0

Il have been to nan jing road.)

Zai comes before the verb and indicates an action in progress,
w0 zal zhao nan jind 10
il am looking far nan jing road.)



Conjunctions

Nouns can be joined together by the conjunctions he (and) or huo (or).
wi de glinzi h& wd xifn shénd de x1 fu

(my skirt and my hushand's suit)



Questions

shei(or shui) who or whom
shui hii jiing yind yi
Mho can speak English?)

sheide (or shuide) whose
shii de hi zhdo
Mha's passpon is this?)

shenme  what
ra shi shén me
Mhat is this?)

shenme shihou (or ji she] when
dian y¥ind shén me shi hou kii shi
Myhen will the movie sta?)

J dian {zhond) what time
wian zai shi j dian
Myhat tirme is it now?)

nar (orshenme difand) where
n'n yao dad shén me difang qi
Mhere are you going )

zenme, Z&n (me) yang how
z&En me 0 de ne
How was it made?)

nafnei +{numerall + measure word which
na liand de zio wEl
I Thase twa seats.)

wei shenme why
td wei shén me bu I3l
(WYhy didn't he come?)

Toform a general guestion in Chinese, place ma at the end of the sentence.
nin hii jang yind yil ma.
(Can you speak English?)









