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●● Cover story
54 PC or Mac?

So you want to buy a
PC… but have you
considered a Mac? To
see if Apple’s ‘friendly’
machines really do offer
a viable alternative to
PCs, we compare the
latest models with their
similarly-priced
Windows-based
counterparts. Is it still a
case of horses for
courses, or has a clear
winner emerged?

●● Reviews
21 Up front
Compaq Presario 1060  Multimedia notebook with built-in
CD-ROM drive, stereo speakers and joystick connector.
Poser 2.0  For designing 3D images of the human body.
Hewlett-Packard OfficeJet Pro 1150C  Desktop-sized all-
in-one colour scanner, inkjet copier and printer.
Corel Lumiere Suite 1.0  A video-editing program.
Evesham Micros Vale Platinum K6  Multimedia desktop
PC based on the new AMD K6 range of processors.
Claris Works 4.0 Internet Edition  Integrated package plus
Web page design program.
Apple Newton MessagePad 2000  Hand-held computer.
Quicken 6 DeLuxe  Update of personal finance package.
Carrera Power Media X P166  Budget-priced PC with a
166MHz Pentium MMX processor.
Forefront WebWhacker 3.0  Web browser tool to store
copies of Internet sites on your hard disk.
M.Y.O.B. 6  The latest version of the mid-range business
accounting software.

44 In brief
Apocalypse 3Dx Latest 3D graphics card from VideoLogic.
First Hand Disk Mapper  For organising your hard disk.
Chambers Biographies on CD-ROM  Reference title.
MemoWeb  For downloading Web sites to your hard disk.
Linotype-Hell Jade flatbed scanner  First scanner from
Linotype priced within the reach of home users.
McAfee VirusScan 3.0  Easy-to-use, upgraded anti-virus
software offering protection against all sorts of viruses.
Pace Microlin NB 33.6 Voice  PC Card modem.
Partition-It  Package allowing you to partition your hard disk
to make it more efficient at storing data.
Microtrope ImageCensor  Detects pornography on a PC’s
screen and sounds an alarm.
Oki Okifax 740mf  Multifunction device.
Tierra Highlights2  Checks your favourite Web sites for you.

What PC? buyer’s guide
Essential advice and
information for
beginners, plus the
most comprehensive
buyer’s tables on the
market.

173 Buyer’s guide contents

5 &174 Getting started The
ultimate beginner’s guide to personal computing.

187 How to buy Detailed advice for
buyers, including a checklist and a self-
questionnaire to help you reach a decision.

191 Buyer’s charter
192 Tables Make an informed
choice from our comprehensive
listings of the latest PCs, software &
peripherals – including specifications,
prices and manufacturers’ contact
numbers.

●● Regulars
13 News hardware and software latest.

49 Letters and competition winners.

51 Competition Five lucky readers will
win a graphics card from STB, and 10 runners-up
will receive a copy of Micrografx’s Small Business
Graphics and Print Studio package.

139 Question time Write to us with
your PC problem – if we print your letter, you’ll
receive a copy of either MS Works or Publisher.

190 Reader survey Give your views
and you could win a copy of Mini Office Publish.

190 Faxline What PC? pages via your fax.

214 Back page Next month; book
reviews; and Wendy Grossman on why the year
2000 problems are a good thing.

215 Product index

●● After hours
124 Games
Fight some aliens, track down your sister’s
killers, and go back in time to the Wild West
for a run-in with some outlaws. 

129 Family
Check out an interactive encyclopaedia, visit
Toyland for some fun and education, and
browse through a guide to some National
Trust properties.

133 On line
Terry Pinnell sends some electric postcards,
and has a laugh with Eddie Izzard.

Nine great
regular sections

Featured games demos: Interstate ‘76, Goosebumps:
Escape from Horrorland, MDK and Yoda Stories.

Multimedia and featured software: Freehand V7,
Headliner, Webster V1.0, Take One V3.5

Arts: 32 graphic images from the Image
Bank. ‘Channel Hopper’ by The Dharmas.

Getting started: What PC?’s
interactive guide to notebooks,

printers and desktop PCs.
Focus on: Video report on budget
digital cameras.
What PC? Printshop: Practical
hints and tips plus the June issue of
What PC?, all in Acrobat format. 
The Room: VNU’s exciting e-zine. 
Software Library: DirectX 3.0 –
drivers for playing the latest games,
Paintshop Pro – shareware paint
package, WinZip – compression-
decompression utility, More Space – disk
management utility, Set Me Up –
configuration and tuning tool, Netscape
Navigator V3.0 and MS Internet Explorer 3.02,

ABC For Junior – teaching program for children, How Old
are Ya – calculations for kids, Web Workshop – kids’

Web page designer, ZZDots – connect the dots
game, Videotrope – video viewer and editor,

Palette Express – palette optimizer and
generator, Firehand Ember – fast thumbnails

viewer, Job-Jar – word processor, spreadsheet
and organiser, Sierra Diving Adventure Screen

Saver, 3M Post It Notes – virtual Post It Notes.
Indexes: Product review index, CD 

index, Advert index.

Over 600Mb
of fun family
software see
page 6
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●● Cover CD
6 What CD? number thirteen
Our fully-interactive cover CD is now better than
ever. Each month, you’ll find the latest games and
multimedia demos; Internet pages galore; our
interactive Getting Started guide to PCs; a Software
Library section filled with essential shareware and
utilities; music and graphics in the arts section; a 12-
month back-issues index of What PC?; the complete
previous issue of the magazine to read on disc; plus
more than 500 pages of Hands on articles; and
much, much more. 

●● Features
68 Top 20 utilities
Utilities – software tools that help you get the most
out of your computer – are available in their
thousands. We review 20 of what we consider to be
the most useful utilities around today. 

92 Digital cameras
Better quality and lower prices are
making digital cameras an
attractive way of getting
images into your PC. Take a
look at the latest offerings. 

106 Personal 
information 
managers
To help you get
organised why not
buy yourself a PIM –
a personal
information
manager? There
are 10 of the latest
to choose from in
our review. 

42 Reliability survey 
How reliable is your PC? Return our
survey for a chance to win 12 issues of
What PC? absolutely FREE.

Reliability survey

46 WHAT PC? MAY 1997

What make is your main desktop PC?

❏ Acer

❏ Fujitsu/ICL

❏ Adams

❏ Gateway

❏ Apple

❏ Hewlett-Packard

❏ Apricot

❏ Hi-Grade

❏ Aries

❏ Hyundai

❏ Armari

❏ IBM

❏ AST

❏ ICL

❏ Brother

❏ Mesh

❏ Carrera

❏ MJN

❏ CIC

❏ Olivetti

❏ Colossus

❏ Opus

❏ Commodore

❏ Packard Bell

❏ Compaq

❏ Red Box

❏ Compuadd

❏ Special Reserve

❏ Dan

❏ TAG

❏ Dell

❏ Tatung

❏ Digital

❏ Tiny

❏ Dotlink

❏ Tulip

❏ Escom

❏ Viglen

❏ Evesham Vale
❏ Zenith

❏ Other (state)What processor type is your main desktop PC?

❏ Pentium
❏ 486

❏ 386
❏ 286

How long ago was your desktop PC purchased?

❏ Less than 3 months
❏ 3 months to a year

❏ One to two years
❏ Over two years old

Has your PC ever broken down?

❏ Yes

❏ NoIf so, what was the problem to do with?

❏ Hard disk drive
❏ CD-ROM drive
❏ Floppy disk drive
❏ Processor❏ Memory❏ Power supply unit

❏ Motherboard fault
❏ Serial or parallel interface

❏ Internal modem (if supplied with PC)

❏ Keyboard❏ Mouse❏ Windows 3.1
❏ Windows 95❏ Business software application

❏ Leisure software (ie game, multimedia, etc)

❏ Sound card❏ Graphics card
❏ Monitor❏ Don't know❏ Other (state)How did you fix it?

❏ Did it myself❏ Sent it back to manufacturer/supplier

❏ Manufacturer/supplier serviced it on-site

❏ Phoned manufacturer’s technical support line

❏ Repair shop❏ Friend❏ Still broken

How do you rate the support you got from your 

supplier/manufacturer?

❏ Very good
❏ Satisfactory

❏ Poor

How do you rate your desktop PC for reliability?

❏ Very good
❏ Satisfactory

❏ Poor

Do you have a printer? If so, is it a...

❏ Laser (including LED printers)
❏ Inkjet printer

❏ Dot-matrix printer
❏ Other (state)What make is your main printer?

❏ Apple

❏ Hewlett-Packard
❏ Samsung

❏ Brother

❏ Integrex

❏ Seikosha

❏ Bull

❏ Kyocera

❏ Sharp

❏ C.Itoh

❏ Lexmark

❏ Star

❏ Canon

❏ Mitsubishi
❏ Tally

❏ Citizen

❏ Oki

❏ Tektronix

❏ Dataproducts
❏ Olivetti

❏ Triumph Adler

❏ Epson

❏ Panasonic
❏ Xerox

❏ Fujitsu

❏ QMS

❏ Other (state) How long ago was your printer purchased?

❏ Less than 3 months
❏ 3 months to a year

❏ One to two years
❏ Over two years old

Has your printer ever broken down?

❏ Yes

❏ NoIf so, what was the problem to do with?

❏ Paper feed❏ Toner cartridge
❏ Ink cartridge/print head

❏ Power supply unit
❏ Leads/connections
❏ Software (drivers etc)

❏ Don't know❏ Other (state)How did you fix it?
❏ Did it myself
❏ Sent it back to manufacturer/supplier

❏ Manufacturer/supplier serviced it on-site

❏ Phoned manufacturer’s technical support line

❏ Repair shop❏ Friend❏ Still broken
How do you rate the support you got from your 

supplier/manufacturer?

❏ Very good
❏ Satisfactory

❏ Poor

How do you rate your printer for reliability?

❏ Very good
❏ Satisfactory

❏ Poor

Name:
Address:

Postcode:

M ost of us depend on our PCs at work or at home, but

just how reliable are they? Tell us about your system

by filling in this form and return it to us at What PC?

editorial, Reliability survey, VNU Business Publications, 32-34

Broadwick Street, London W1A 2HG. The first 10 out of the

hat will receive 12 issues of What PC? absolutely free.

How reliable is your PC?

Fill out our survey form to enter a prize draw for a FREE one-year

subscription to What PC?

✁
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Subscribe to What PC?
Only £9.99 for six issues! See page 186 for details.


