
 

Do you remember the book 

 

Everything You Ever Wanted to
Know About Sex, But Were Afraid to Ask?  Well, anyone who
knows my father—the editor-extrodinaire of
this august newsletter—always assumes that
I, too, am a power user... 

 

Not

 

. Yet, from time
to time, I pretend to know more than I do—
afraid to ask, “Now, the finder and the desk-
top are sort of like the same thing, right?”

So you will understand my joy whenever I
find a book that understands my level of
comprehension. This is the Mac. It’s sup-
posed to be fun! claims to be everything
beginners need to know. While this may be
a small exaggeration, it is a good overview
of many concepts. Best of all they assume
nothing. When the “pointer” is referred to it
is defined—a true relief to the closet non-
hackers of the world.

The book is a distillation of The Macintosh
Bible; as such it is filled with information on
a variety of subjects. It is divided into four
parts. 

Part One, The ABCs of the Mac, begins with the Ten
Commandments, a lighthearted reminder that you are able to
master your Mac. Having addressed your self esteem, the remain-
der of Part One begins the meat of the book. They address every-
thing from the trash can to pull-down menus. 

Part Two, Hardware, explains RAM vs. ROM, hard drives vs.
floppy disks, CD ROM, monitor resolution, the mouse,  and
more. Throughout this section the beginner will learn tips to
make the best use of the equipment you have (virtual memory?!),

tips for buying more peripherals (oh, aren’t you impressed with
my new vocabulary!!), etc. 

Part Three, Software, is a thumbnail sketch (in
the true sense of the phrase) of the major cat-
egories of software on the market. Very few
specific programs are addressed, however. It is
designed to help the novice define the differ-
ence between a word processor and a page lay-
out program while offering tips on what to
look for when making a purchase. Tele-
communicating, modems, bulletin boards,
online services, and networking are also found
in this section.

Part Four, Reference, has a chapter on trou-
bleshooting, a glossary, and an extensive index.

I would recommend this book as a good, basic
reference manual for a beginner. I did not  find
it necessary to read it “cover to cover.” It was
fairly easy to find sections of interest to me and
to make sense of the material. Undoubtedly, I
will refer to it again as I continue to learn about
and enjoy my Mac.
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Want to be the first on your block
to get the new Macintosh models when they
come out? Then join Apple’s Mac of The
Month Club! Imagine... the latest and great-
est Apple Macintosh computer delivered to
your door, each and every month. (If more than

one Macintosh is introduced in any given month, you’ll

have your choice of receiving any or all of them!)

 

Here’s how it works: Each month, the
Mac of the Month Club will select a
Macintosh for you. You’ll receive a card in the
mail telling you what your monthly selection

is. If you want to receive that Macintosh
model, do nothing! Your Macintosh will be
sent to you automatically. If you don’t want
the Macintosh model the Club has selected,
just return the card and indicate your alternate
selection. Yes, it’s that easy!

Join the Mac of the Month Club today!
Choose any six current Macintosh models for only one

penny (plus shipping and handling). Then simply agree

to buy an additional 14 Macintosh models (at regular

Club prices) in the next two years.
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MAC of the MONTH CLUB!


