
The QuarkXPress Visual QuickStart GuideThe cover of this book says, “Teach yourself QuarkXPress the quick and easy way! This Visual QuickStart Guide uses pictures rather than lengthy explanations. You’ll be up and running in no time!” QuarkXPress for the TV generation? Well, maybe…The book appears to be written for a hopeless audience: those who know very little about the Macintosh, but who want to learn—and learn fast—how to use its most powerful page layout program. Several pages are devoted to topics such as Save… and Save As… commands, how to close a window, and how to quit the application. One entire page is devoted to opening an existing file. Maybe I’m missing something important, but I can’t help wondering if users who don’t know how to open or save Mac documents are ready for QuarkXPress.Having said that, however, I must admit that a lot of information is packed into less than 200 pages. As the cover suggests, there are lots of illustrations, and there are “no long-winded passages” that might “bog you down in the finer details of the software.” True enough. In fact, many pages devote more square inches to pictures than to text.As a result of this approach, several of the topics are presented in a somewhat cursory fashion. You are told how to perform a given task, but there is no discussion of why you would want to do such a thing. (This is a weakness, incidentally, that is shared by the Quark manuals.)Let me admit my biases. As a professor of Computer Art at a major college of art and design, I believe that a basic understanding of Macintosh operating principles should be attained before beginning to learn QuarkXPress. If you can’t manage that, then maybe this book is for you. It is well-organized, and topics are easy to find. There is a fairly good index and an appendix of keyboard shortcuts. There is, however, no discussion of XTensions, an important way in which XPress’ feature set can be extended. And if you don’t understand graphics file formats or color printing theory, this book won’t help you. My advice to the intermediate or advanced Mac user who wants help with QuarkXPress would be to buy The QuarkXPress Book, by David Blatner and Keith Stimely, also from Peachpit Press. It contains more information, covered in more depth, and it is written in a lively and engaging style. The QuarkXPress Visual QuickStart Guide may help beginning Mac users, but I’d suggest a thorough grounding in the machine first. Intermediate users might find it useful as a quick reference guide. Its low price will make it tempting to many.Reviewed by Jim Alley© 1992 The Savannah Macintosh Users GroupThe QuarkXPress Visual QuickStart GuidePeachpit Press2414 Sixth StreetBerkeley, CA  94710800-283-9444$14.95; 190 pages._________________________________________The article above is reprinted from Mac Monitor, the newsletter of The Savannah Macintosh Users Group. It may be reprinted in a single issue of newsletters published by non-profit user groups. Payment shall consist of a single issue of the newsletter in which the article appears, sent to the following address:Jim Alley320 East 54th StreetSavannah, GA  31405


