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Learning about HTML Frames

HTML Frames are a special kind of HTML document. Frame documents are simply containers that tell 
your browser to divide its main Window into a number of sub-Windows. A different HTML document can 
be displayed in each of the sub-Windows. These sub-Windows are called FRAMES.

Generally, frame documents do not contain any "content". Instead they contain instructions that tell the 
browser to load an HTML document into each frame. It is up to that document to provide the appropriate 
links to other documents.

Frames are useful when you want to display more than one document to a reader at once.

Not all browsers support frame documents. In cases where a frame document is read by a non-frame 
browser, you can provide a message to the reader and an alternate link to a non-frame document.

At present frames are supported by Netscape® 2.0 + as well as most other browsers that support the 
HTML 2.0+ extensions.

Each frame in a frame document can be customized to include;

¨ The size and position of the frame.

¨ The HTML document to be shown in each frame (when the frame document is launched).

¨ The addition of scroll bars to each frame.

¨ Frame resizability.

¨ Border style.

The VivaTexte Frame Designer allows you to set these functions with "point and click" ease and to rapidly 
prototype and create frames in a wide range of styles.



Setting up the Frame Designer
The frame designer contains a number of default values which you can change by selecting the menu 
option called SETTINGS. These settings are :

¨ The frame title.
This is the title that will show in the title bar of the reader's browser.

¨ Path names.
You can choose to include path names with the file names selected to appear in each 
frame. If you choose to use path names, VivaTexte will automatically convert them to the 
format used in HTML documents. If you choose to not use file names, VivaTexte will strip 
all paths from the file names when the document is created.

If you choose not to use path names, please remember that the HTML files must all be located in the 
same directory as the frame document, otherwise the browser will not know where to look for the files 
called by each frame.

¨ Calculation Method - Percent or Pixel
If you select the percentage option, then all frames will be sized according the the 
percentage proportion of space that they occupy regardless of the window size of the 
browser, or the screen resolution of the viewers system. Percentages offer the best 
method to ensure that your documents appear in a consistent fashion from one browser 
to another.

The pixel option calculates the size of each frame based on a specific pixel size for each 
frame window. This option requires that you also select a screen resolution from the list 
box which becomes active when you select this option. Using pixel (or absolute) values 
can result in different frame sizes in different browsers.

¨ Non Frame Message
If your frame document is viewed in a browser which cannot recognize frames, you can 
create a message which will appear as shown in the text area in the setup dialogue box. 
You can customize this message for your frames. VivaTexte automatically writes the 
correct HTML tags to display this message in any non-frame browsers.

¨ Non Frame File
In addition to the message described above, VivaTexte automatically creates a hypertext 
link to a non-frame HTML file for browsers which cannot read frames. The link will be 
made to whatever HTML file name that you specify in this dialogue. Thus a non-frame 
viewer can click on the link and get another "version" of your document that you may 
have designed for non-frame display.



Creating Frame Documents
Creating a frame document using the VivaTexte Frame Designer is a snap. Just follow these few, simple 
steps. If you look at the Frame Designer Window you will see several command buttons on the right. 
Simply press each of these as per the following steps:

Step 1 Select a frame template.
A dialogue will appear showing you eight basic frame layouts. Click on the layout 
that you want. When you do, you'll see guidelines appear in the simulated frame 
area of the designer window, in the same pattern as the template that you 
selected.

Step 2 Drag and position the frame guidelines
Place the mouse cursor close to any guideline and press and hold the left mouse button. 
The cursor will change shape, indicating the direction you can move the line. Holding the 
left mouse button down, drag the guidelines to size the frames as you want them in your 
frame document. You can correct and adjust these as many times as you want, so don't 
worry too much about exact proportions. You can adjust those later once the frame 
document has been created.

Step 3 Setup frame parameters
When you selected the template, you'll notice that two or three of the Frame Setup 
buttons became active. Click on each of these buttons and a dialogue will appear 
prompting you for information about each of the frames. The frame area that you are 
setting will also be highlighted in the simulated layout for easy reference.

You can set up the frames in any order. Vivatexte won't let you create the frame 
document until all the frames have been set up.

The parameters you are prompted for are as follows:

¨ Browse to assign the name of the HTML document that will be displayed in the frame 
selected. The HTML browser will automatically load and show the document you choose 
in the selected frame. You can place another frame document into a new frame. 
Combining frames this way extends allows you to extend the templates to produce 
almost any frame layout desired. Click here for an example of combined frame layouts.

¨ Assign a name for the frame. A default name is supplied (FRAME_?). You can use this 
name as a "target" for HTML links in other files so that they can be directed to appear in 
the frame. The name is a mandatory field.

¨ If you want the reader to be able to resize the frame then select that option. Remember 
that resizable frames must be adjacent. For example if you select two vertical frames and 
make one resizable and the other non resizable then neither will be resizable...think 
about it. In this case BOTH frames must be marked as resizable, since they are side by 
side and you can't size one without affecting the other.

¨ Select a border width. As yet we've not had much success in making this work, although 
the HTML specification for frames indicates that border sizing is possible. You can safely 
ignore this for now, until we find out how this really works.

¨ Select scroll bar option. The dialogue options are fairly self evident. If you select "As 
required" the browser will make the scroll bar decisions for you based on the frame size 
and the document width.



¨ Press ACCEPT and repeat for the other frames in the set. When all frames in a set have 
been "set up" the button labelled CREATE AND SAVE will become active.

Step 4 Create the document.

Press the CREATE AND SAVE button. You will be prompted to supply a file name for the 
frame document you are about to create. You will be warned if you are going to overwrite 
an existing document. Once you've selected a frame name, the frame will be created and 
you can then open it for local viewing in your browser.

You can resize and re-create the frame document as often as you want. We suggest keeping your 
browser minimized and handy, so after you have created a frame you can quickly open it and see how the 
frame appears. You can also EDIT or DELETE a frame document.



Editing Frame Documents
You can edit or delete a frame document by selecting either of these choices from the FILE menu. Select 
the desired frame document from the file dialogue box and the previous settings will be assigned to each 
frame for editing.

You can only edit frame documents that have created using the VivaTexte Frame Designer.



Browser Note
Using the "reload" button in some browsers causes the file to be reloaded from the browser's cache as 
opposed to the file originally loaded from a disk directory. To be sure that you are viewing the latest 
changes to your document be sure to open the file for LOCAL viewing. In Netscape® this means selecting 
the option Open File on the FILE menu.



Mouse Button Functions
In fact you can choose either the left or the right mouse buttons to drag the frame guidelines. However 
each mouse button performs slightly differently.

¨ If you use the left mouse button, you will notice that the guideline percentage indicators 
(displayed next to the frame option buttons) are updated only when you release the left 
mouse button.

¨ If you use the right mouse button, these indicators are updated continuously as the 
mouse is moved.

These two methods are provided to address the problem of "jerky" dragging that may appear on some 
older slower computers when they have to do computations at the same time as updating the mouse 
position.



Combining Templates
You can show a frame document "inside" another frame document. In this fashion you can extend the 
available templates to create almost any desired layout for your frame documents.

This graphic shows an example of how this can easily be done. First, create three frame documents using 
the double vertical frame template. In this representation the letters A-F represent different HTML 
documents showing in each frame. Then create another document using the vertical split template. 
Assign the previous three frame documents to each frame of this template. The result is shown, showing 
which original document (A-F) will appear in each frame.



More About Vivatexte
The VivaTexte Frame Designer is a stand alone component of the complete VivaTexte Authoring 
System for Windows. The frame designer is sold separately but also comes as part of the complete 
VivaTexte system.

The VivaTexte Authoring system is a powerful and easy to use authoring tool which provides BOTH 
Windows hypertext (HLP) authoring and HTML from the same source. This help file was written using the 
VivaTexte Author...in a matter of minutes!

The full VivaTexte Authoring system is rich with features and was designed to bring hypertext and HTML 
authoring to non technical users. The complete package retails for $99.00.

For more information    call or write:

JBL Inc, 55 Spadina Ave, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1Y 2B8.
Voice    : 613 722 8329
Fax          : 613 728 6420
CIS          : 74074,1176
E Mail : jblvtx@globalx.net

Please click here for license information.



The Frame Designer License
YOU SHOULD CAREFULLY READ THE FOLLOWING TERMS AND CONDITIONS BEFORE USING 
THIS SOFTWARE. LAUNCHING THIS APPLICATION INDICATES YOUR ACCEPTANCE OF THESE 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS.    IF YOU DO NOT AGREE WITH THEM,YOU SHOULD PROMPTLY 
RETURN THE PACKAGE AND YOUR MONEY WILL BE REFUNDED.

Jamieson, Beals, Lalonde and Associates Inc. (JBL Inc.) provides this program and licenses its use world-
wide.    You, the customer, assume all responsibility for the selection of the program to achieve your 
intended results and for the installation, use and results obtained from the program.

JBL Inc. warrants that it has acquired full legal rights to distribute supporting applications, modules and 
service files.

1.    License

(1)    You may:
 (a)    use the program on a single machine;

 (b)    copy the program into any machine-readable or printed form for back-up or modification purposes in 
support of your use of the program on the single machine.    This program, however, may include 
mechanisms to limit or inhibit copying;

 (c)    modify the program or merge it into another program, or both, for your use on the single machine 
(any portion of this program merged into another program will continue to be subject to the terms and 
conditions of this agreement); and

 (d)    transfer the program and license to another party if the other party agrees to accept the terms and 
conditions of this agreement.

If you transfer the program, you must at the same time either transfer all copies whether in printed or 
machine-readable form to the same party or destroy any copies not transferred;    this includes all 
modifications and portions of the program contained or merged into other programs.

(2)    You must reproduce and include the copyright notice on any copy, modification or portion merged 
into another program.

(3)    You may not use, copy, modify or transfer the program, or copy in whole or in part, except as    
expressly provided for in this license.

(4)    If you transfer possession of any copy of the program to another party, your licence is automatically 
terminated.

(5) You may donate, sell or otherwise distribute hyperfiles in HLP format or HTML format, created by 
using VivaTexte, (authored applications) without any royalties due to JBL Inc.However, you are 
responsible for protection and recognition of the copyright belonging to any support files in the form of 
graphics, animation, movies or other formats that have been used in your authored applications.

JBL has no liability for copyright errors, omissions or other rights violations in any hypertext application 
authored by the purchaser.

2.    Term

The license is effective until terminated.    You may terminate it at any time by destroying the program 
together with all copies in any form.    It will also terminate upon conditions set forth elsewhere in this 



agreement or if you fail to comply with any term or condition of this agreement.You agree upon such 
termination to destroy the program together with all copies in any form.

3.      Limited warranty

(1)    The program is provided "as is" without warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied, including, 
but not limited to the implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose.    The entire 
risk as to the quality and performance of the program is with you.    If the program proves defective you 
(and not JBL Inc. or an authorized dealer) assume the entire cost of all necessary servicing, repair or 
correction.

(2)    Some jurisdictions do not allow the exclusion of implied warranties, so the above exclusion may not 
apply to you.    This warranty gives you specific legal rights and you may also have other rights which vary 
from province to province.

(3)    JBL Inc. does not warrant that the functions contained in the program will meet your requirements or 
that the operation of the program will be uninterrupted or error-free.

(4) Users of the VivaTexte shareware version, available only via direct registration on CompuServe 
Information Service (CIS), may try and use VivaTexte for 30 days, during which they may at any time, 
return the program for a full refund (less shipping and handling fees) if they are not fully satisfied with the 
application. In the case wherein such a program is returned, the purchaser is required to return all 
diskettes and documentation at their cost, and to remove and destroy all existent versions and all 
hypertext applications created with VivaTexte during the trial period. Users are requested to note that 
VivaTexte embeds a special internal licensing code into application files, and use of such files after a 
product has been returned can be detected and will be remedied.

4.      Limitations of remedies

In no event will JBL Inc. or its third party suppliers be liable to you for any damages, including any lost 
profits, lost savings or other incidental or consequential damages arising out of the use or inability to use 
the program even if JBL Inc. or any authorized dealer has been advised of the possibility of these 
damages, or for any claim by any other party.

Some jurisdictions do not allow the limitations of liability for incidental or consequential damages so the 
above limitation or exclusion may not apply to you.

5.      General

(1)    You may not sublicense, assign or transfer the license or the program except as expressly provided 
in this agreement.    Any attempt otherwise to sublicense, assign or transfer any of the rights, duties or 
obligations under this agreement is void.

(2)    This agreement will be governed by the laws of the Province of Ontario, Canada.

(3)    If you have any questions concerning this agreement you may contact Jamieson, Beals,Lalonde and 
Associates Inc. by writing to them at:    55 Spadina Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario    K1Y
2B8.

(4)    You acknowledge that you have read this agreement, understand it and agree to be bound by its 
terms and conditions.    You further agree that it is the complete and exclusive statement of the agreement 
between us which supersedes any proposal or prior agreement, oral or written and any other 
communication between us relating to the subject-matter of this agreement.

6.      Prohibited Uses



(1)    Without explicit permission first obtained in writing from JBL Inc., you may not:
 (a)    use the program in a computer service business, network, timesharing, interactive, cable      
television, multiple CPU, or multiple user arrangement with users who are not individually
    licensed by Supplier;
 (b)    make copies of or distribute or authorize the copying or distribution of the program's materials or of 
either the program disc(s); or
 (c)    make alterations to the program or any part of the program;
 (d)    grant sublicences and leases or other rights in the program, or program materials to others;
 (e)    make verbal or media translations of the program materials;
 (f)    modify the program for use on non-compatible hardware;
 (g)    modify the program or merge it into any other software or both;
 (h)    make telecommunications data transmissions of the program;
 (i)    distribute or rent the program on either a permanent or temporary basis to others; or
 (j)    make available any part of the program or program materials to any third party, other than your own 
properly authorized employees.

(2)    It is agreed that the violation by you of any of the prohibitions described under paragraph (1) shall be 
a material breach by you of this license agreement.

7.      Proprietary Markings

JBL Inc.'s and third party supplier logos, product names, software manuals, documentation, and other 
support materials are either patented, copyrighted, trade-marked, constitute valuable trade secrets 
(whether or not any portion of them may be copyrighted or patented) or    are otherwise proprietary to JBL 
Inc.    You agree not to remove any product identification or notices of the proprietary restrictions from JBL 
Inc.'s products.




