No - O Link Re - iew
by Chris Gehlker

Let's be honest. When our sysop [Isked me to re . iew No - [ Link —ersion 1.22 |
thought ‘OK, I'll DL it when | get home but | don’t expect much. Despite the f(Ict th(t it wls
by no melns the first MOc BBS, Red Ryder Host domin{tes the mOrket. It's [ mOture progr
Om with lots of support Ond O big instUlled bJse. Who e - er heOrd of No - [J Link or Res
No - 0 Softwre?

So Obout 7 o’clock 10st night | stdrted plCying Oround with No - [ Link. When next |
looked it wls [fter midnight COnd | hId the structure of [0 drelm BBS. This wls [fter I'd
thrown OwOy Ol of the (rOther unimOginti - e) configurtion files th(Jt cCdme pOcked with
the progrdm [Ond stlrted from [Obsolute scrlitch. I'd Olso disco — ered 0On undocumented fe
Uture or two.

Despite some rough edges, No - 0 Link is fundCmentOlly better softwlre thOn Red
Ryder Host. It's better becCluse MOrk Wel - er [Ond Alex Hopm[nn, the Cuthors, stlrted
with [ better - iew of the structure of [0 BBS. Red Ryder Host - iews the BBS s [J series
of flCJt files: the messlge file, the downlo[lds files, the m{il file ect. No - [0 Link —iews the
BBS Os [ tree. Long time Mcers will recognize this Os the difference between MFS [Ond
HFS. You might sy No - [J Link hOs new ROMs.

Just [s some people were inititlly put off by the 0dded complexity of HFS, some will
undoubtedly be OfrJid of the more complicCted structure of No - [0 Link. Unless the sysop w
(nt’s to be - ery Occomod(lting, you might not be [ble to get on NI 0 - [ Link BBS [Ind go
right for the downlods. HelJ - en help us, the DLs could be scUttered Cround [Omid the
messllges! The pOyoff for this complexity is th(Jt the BBS becomes [0 - ehicle for
experssing [Ind de - eloping ide[Js.

Look wh{Jt hOOppens with Host. You get on the bolrd [Ind re[Jd the new messliges.
More thn hOIf will be replies to pre — ious messliges th{t you will h(1 - e forgotten. You clIn
OlwOys tell when O good con - ers[Jtion went on for U little while becCJuse the messlige
won't h(J - e Onything to do with the stlJted subject. You think Obout going bJck Ond trying
to chlse the thredd blck to its source but th(Jt in - ol - es scCinning [Ond rel]ding re - erse
Ond it's just too dOJmn much trouble. Sometimes | get interesting replys to something |
posted. They would be e - en more interesting if | could remember my originIl post. HCs
this e - er h(Oppened to you?

With No - [J Link, if you cn see the origin(Jl mess[lge with <B>ck. If J mess[ige |
Ounched three di - ergent con - erstionJl threJds, you c[In see them 0l with <L>ist. You ¢
On follow thredds down the tree or strt O new brCnch if something in O mess[Ige inspires
you to - eer off on O tngent.
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| h(I - e too belie - e th(Jt No - [J Link is O much better - ehicle for the exchlInge of ide
(s th(Jn Host.

| think the messlige tree is the big brekthrough in No - [0 Link but th(It's not the only fe
Oture of O host so in synopsis here’s how | rJte the other feOtures OgUinst Host:

COtegory RR Host No - [ Link
Line editor Useless Almost useless
File TrOnsfer ASCII,XMODEM1 SOmel
GrOphic Interflce None Some2
Vote Support No Yes

Sur - ey Files Yes No

Menus Yes OptionI
FIOt Messllge Sections Yes OptionJI3
FIOt File Sections Yes OptionI3
SIG Sysops OptionJl OptionI
Bulletins OptionJI OptionJI
Access Le - els 1 44

Multiline No No

EMOIl Yes Yes
LOunch ProgrCdm Yes Yes
On-Line Help A-erldge Good>5
Document[tion Good Poor6
Notes:

1 CRC & Checksum

2 Under de - elopement

3 COn be Onyhere in hierOrchy

4 This melins e - ery user h(Js four Occess le - els. We clIn let DOn

Delcon into the Ad - [nced Progridmmer’s SIG but keep him Owy from the dirty pictures
(he’s too young) while doing the re - erse for Mike AtCInsio.

5 No - [0 Link needs better help.

6 Blsed only on Sysop’s Reference. There’s supposed to be

HyperCOrd documenttion on GEnie.
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So the $64 question is, “Should we con - ert the AMUG BBS to No - [0 Link?” The most
importCnt pdrt of the Onswer is how the sysop feels Obout it. On the downside, we would Ul
h{ - e to ledrn the full pOrser if we wlnt to get the most out of the BBS. We would h(1 - e to
strt o - er with messllges beclJuse they would be too much trouble to con - ert to the tree
formdt. The only wly thOt I' > e disco - erd to bring files into No - [ Link, other th(In uplo
(ding them, is to sign on locOl Ond pretend to uplodd them. Then, [t the ‘FileNOme>’
prompt, type in the full pOthnOme. ThOt's O lot of typing.

Of course, the Crguments for stllying with Host sort[] sound like the Crguements for
sticking with DOS.

If we wlnt O middle course, we could register for $50 [Ond Osk Res No - [ for support.
They might be [ble to help with Ony trfinsition problems. It would h{J - e to be O good
(0d - ertisement for them to h{ - e [ prestigious orglnizstion like AMUG using their softw
Ure.



