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This Technical Note contains a collection of Q&As relating to a specific topic—questions 
you’ve  sent  the  Developer  Support  Center  (DSC)  along  with  answers  from  the  DSC 
engineers.  While DSC engineers have checked the Q&A content for accuracy, the Q&A 
Technical Notes don’t have the editing and organization of other Technical Notes. The Q&A 
function is to get new technical information and updates to you quickly, saving the polish for 
when the information migrates into reference manuals.

Q&As are now included with Technical Notes to make access to technical updates easier for  
you. If you have comments or suggestions about Q&A content or distribution, please let us 
know by sending an AppleLink to DEVFEEDBACK. Apple Partners may send technical 
questions about Q&A content to DEVSUPPORT for resolution.

New Q&As and Q&As revised this month are marked with a bar in the side margin.

System 6 versus System 7 Desktop Manager
Written: 8/30/91
Last reviewed: 8/1/92

If the Desktop Manager (the version that comes with AppleShare) is installed under System 
6.0.x, is it backward-compatible that of System 7.0?
___

The Desktop Manager in System 7 is completely backward-compatible with that of System 
6.0.x. The System 7 version has been highly optimized, and is more robust than the original.

Determining if Macintosh Desktop Manager is present
Written: 3/7/91
Last reviewed: 8/1/92

How does one determine if  the Macintosh Desktop Manager is available? I  know under 
System 7.0 it’s always available, but how about under 6.0?
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The best method for determining whether the Desktop Manager is available or not is to use 
PBGetVolParms on your boot volume and check bit 12 of the vMAttrib field. See page 25-
37 of Inside Macintosh Volume VI for additional information on PBGetVolParams.
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