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Zechs has given up trying to find meaning in relaionships--since Treize's death, there's been none.
It's easier just to buy... release.




Well. Duo Maxwell. ]
You may as well getin.
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_f Is that N Fast and hard. |
[ where you
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whores?




What is it? Did I...
did I do something wrong?

~ Why are you
i\ doing this?




Pays the |

bills.
L

would pay the bills.

Lots of things - — '

Yeah, but ™
I like the

hours...

Do vou really
not care?
How do you do it?

I grew up

You geta thick skin
or you die,

0
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on the streets. " |
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I don't know aboutyou,
but I just sort of...
wandered.

I suppose that I
drifted, too.
Mot that it matters.
Not much matters.
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I don't think I have that
kind of orneriness.

But it that's the
only reason,

" ,
why bother? MNo? 1 think you do.

You had Ffire.

Still should,
somewhere in there...

You had it, too. What happened to yours?
What do you mean?

| Fire. You had it. You nearly set
' the whole damn planet aflame.
Where is it now?
Dunno. Just.. because.
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Hasn't gone anywhere.
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I think I"-re kept huplng
that maybe...but there's
.~ anend to hope.
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Stop Iying ta yourself.
The Duo Maxwell 1 fought
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How would

[ saw tapes
from when you

were captured. Doin

'this' could have saved

vou from a hell of
a beating.

I do it when | choose.

End of story.

Why did you choose me, then?
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Money?
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1\ thatyou can't get?




I'm not going
to hurt you.

w1 know,

Itjust fell |+
wrong, To do |
that to you...
with no
feeling...

A Why does
| it matter?
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pull away?

There's
never
feeling...




MNo... that's why it's
easier to buy sex.

MNothing is

Then why is

expected. s~  this different?
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any feeling...
no passion...

M . | I don't know. | === You said there's never

.. somelimes.

o Is that why vou :
.+ do this, not just to pay the bills,”
' but hoping you'll find...

feeling ?




| think... we could
understand each other,
if we tried. ' B———

Yeah. Maybe.

| think I could make

you feel something, too.

Would you let me try?

e YES...

Yes.

Zechs...



















Mo. But | know what the alternative is like. So do you.
Can vou honestly say it's better?

It's a risk. I'm willinﬂ o take it. Are ;..rq:ru?

That sounds suspiciously like a challenge.
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Then maybe we ™,
*will* set the whole
a4

atlame. '”1 !




{4 ~ Well, wy co-author was supposed to write a little freetalk and tell you . ¥

@? . all a [ittle about fjersa[f and about this project, but she ran out nf tinte, ‘%

» so T guess Tl[ do it for ber. *i
she's going to kill wee, when she finds out.

S0 how did this project get started? Well, 1 brﬂugbt a few ﬂﬂujim[:!i back from Japan fr:lr RQ and while
she did [ike tf;rem, she [amented that there didn't seem to be so much as one 6x2 Bnujinsﬁri where
Zechs isn't an unstable rapist. 1 suggested the not-so-simple solution: let's make one.

We wrote the script without too wuch pain, but then we bad to find an artist. Gaby Maya and Yoshie
gracionsly jumped in to belp out, despite being busy with a mumber of other projects, and Datenshi
agreed to do the inking, sgﬁ)iug and other such detail work,

L]

And there you have the whys and the fows of "Burning’

I alveady babbled for a while in my editor's freetalk in the print version of the doujinshi, so T won't do
so at [ength heve; a brief mention that wore of wy work can be found at wwmiroseargent.com

should be enough, right? ;)

Then there's my co-author. RazorQueen has been a writer gur probably longer than 1've been alive,
and has had a few poems published in the past. Lately she's been writing Gundam Wing fanfiction --
I-ﬂﬂ.'jthj Oz, but some 12, 52 and even 13x2, as well. she 15, 11 1Y) raref;yf;mmﬁe OpinIoH, OHE uf the
best writers in the fandom, and certainly the best at ber pairing of choice. she also happens to be one of
wy best friends, but 1 was a fan of her work long before 1 was [ucky enough to become friends with her.
s, aside from being a fantastic writer, she’s patient enough to deal with we. Clearly, she’s a saint.
A very corvupt saint, but a saint. "G

As for our artists, well, theyre absolute darlings for doing this for us, and 1 really admire their work,
Doing this at the last mi nute, uﬂfartuﬂﬂtefy, ' not able to quiz them about what tbey want written
about [Erem, and T've not knonwm them as [ong as I have RazorQueen, but 1 will pfug their commiission

site, Shizuka na Sonoja, which is at razorqueen.tripod.com/Commissions/commtissions.html

Lastly, there’s Datenshi, another good friend of wine. So, of course, another saint. she has the advantage

of being online right now, so she'll cateh me if T say anything too embarvassing she's a graphic artist
stuck n oﬂir:e work BEHI, but 1 have fait[-: that she'll be able to work in a joE she loves Tery) SooM --
she’s certainly talented enongh. We becane friends because T got her into Gundam Wing,
and she thew got her revenge by Oragging we into the Saiyuki fﬂﬂﬁum, which 1 had
safely escaped until then.

Datenshi's site, which is unfortunately still under construction as of =

‘ ? the writing of this freetalk, is at www.datenshiorg. P
% - - Rose Argent | &Q
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anime that mspired me quite as winch as Gundant
wing. Actually, 1 was kind of g that I
o hadwn't = 1 could en 0Y) all the anime 1 wanted
. without worrying that it would ﬁgarﬁ off more
ic deas. Because, really, 1 already had more
than 1 could handle, with yry Duo-muse
yanmering at we a tinte.

For a Iﬂﬂg ;ime! I tbaugbl; 10 HEL?%:& aﬂﬂtber

The first time I saw Saiyuki, back in
January of 2002, I liked it, o course.
I ewven picked up a few bits of Saiyuki
merd&nﬂise while T was m Japan,
ecause hey) the boys were danm pretty.
But 1 djon't feel the need to write
| Saiyuki fic - in fact, I swore up
| and down that 19 never do any suc
tbingf tfpat 1 010n’t want .::mﬂcber
andom, no, of course not. Yes,
Lady did protest too nich.

S0 now 1 spend fr_:lr too much tine
thin ing about Kenren and Ten ",
Hakkai and Gojyo and ugagfﬂ
and Kougaijl. Occasional Y I thin

about Dokugakuji, Kﬂugaigi and Gojyo,
or Goujun and Kenren, because I'm
' [\ weird that way. And now, I have
 a lot of saiyuki merchandise,
but very little money.

. And T'mt loving every minute of it.

- Rose Argent



Fortuna !;E!;_a fﬂr we
I have friends willing to indulge
my not-so [ittle obsessions.
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It's a very §ood | | \ | \|
thing to have Fritl s\ | ‘“ -
friends who can draw | L\ \\ 1,

.. Even if they are crazy / |
and think their art sucks.



Chibi Kougaiji 1s a scary thﬂg
Adovable, but scary.

Kenren and
Gojyo, on the
utfyer b&mﬂ;

ave just plain

l\ | I'mt not sure if Tenpou

- h / f 1
...f!._ | \ \ . 4 . . . m
'\' is a scary chibi, or just a cute one, l |
but Yaninay hasn't tried draning him yet. |

Chibi Goujun would beeven scarier than Kou,

And now Gojyo,says bye-bye!
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