FEAT U R

Good Impressions

Richard Grant
exercises his memory
and solves the riddle of
the missing font in
Tmpression

n this issue we are going to 1ok at
Egpm of problams that
ionally baffle sare
Tmpression users: memory usage
and the dreaded Font not found

message. Same of the tips may be
relevant to users of other packages.

Thanks for the Memory

The Tmpression suite of programs
uses a dynamic memory
management system. By setting
your carputer appropriately, you
can make maximum use of the
available RAM for documents.

The first and perhaps most
dovicus area for attention is screen
mamory. Like any application, if you
find you are ruming short of memory
as you type into a doouvent, it will
help if you switch to a lower
resolution screen. I tend to use
mode 86 and the Task Manager tells
me that this uses 160K of screen
memory. Changing to mode 12
drops screen memory usage to 96K
(80K if you have less than 4Mo of
RAM in the computer) .

Do not overlock the dovicus -
other applications present an the icn
bar, such as Draw ard Paint, will all
use marory, so clearly, if marory is
numning short, all umecessary
applications shauld ke temminated. But
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Arother area for attention is the
Auto directary. Youwill fird this
directory inside the main Impression
aplication. Dadble-click with Shift
m the ggplication iom to goen its
directory, then goen the Auto
directory in tum. Inside this directory
are many of the modules which are
loaded when you launch Impression.
These include the dictionaries,
printer modules, and loader modules
as well as the default document. So,
if you are repeatedly working at the
limits of memory, move the modules
that are not nesded to a tamorary
directory away fram the Auto
directory, before lcading Impression.
You do need, however, to leave the
Default document there or
Tmpression won t load!

So far we have looked at the
basic systam and file layout. Within
Tmpression there are several options
which also control the way the
program uses memory.

The Preferred Options
Choose the Preferences cption

Figure 1. The modules setup box

m the iom ber memy, and this will
open the Preferences dialogue box.
At the top ridht of this bax is a buttn
labelled Modules which opens a
Modules setup bax (see figure 1) -
this lists the modules held in the
Auto directory mentioned above.
Note that the directory is mot called
Extensions, as stated in the merual.
These modules, if present when the
aolication is started, are either held
in mamory for immediate use or are
loaded when required. This can have
a significant effect o the amont of
marory left spare. For example, I
have six such modules present, and
between them they take wp a little
uder 84K in total. So if you are
numning short, switch off the Auto
Load option in the dialogue box.
Note that modules which are auto-
loaded are not removed fram the
RVA area when you quit Impression,
SO you may need to Reset
afterwards.

Memory Management and
Documents
One of the strengths of



Tnpression is that a document can
be of any length, greater than
machine memory constraints would
allow. Ordinarily, Impression
docurents are split up into
chapters, and a chapter is held in
mamory in its entirety. As memory
grows short, however, parts of the
document which are not being
viewed may be saved to disc. This
is called virtual marory as the disc
surface is then being treated as an
extension of machine RAM,
although the process is carpletely
transparent to the user. Covicusly,
before a document may be saved, a
pathname must be present so that
the machine knows where to put the
parts of the document not currently
needed. The easiest way to
acoarplish this is to save the
document at an early stage of
develogment. If you don t do this,
you may get a Mevory full
message. You can always ensure
that non-current parts of your
document, that is chapters which
are not currently being worked
upon, are removed from memory
and saved to disc by clicking on
Minimise memory on the icon bar
menu.

Tre logic of this is
straightforward. Always divide your
document into chapters as this will
ensure that no more than the current
chepter will be loaded at any one
time when memory gets short.

File Formats

Finally, it is worth mentioning disc
space in this cntext. Qurrent
versions of Irpression have two file
formats. There is the older formet
which was the only one available up
to version 2.17, in which every file
was saved as a directory (hence the
exclamation mark at the beginning of
every filename), and there is now the
newer, single file fomet. If you
habitually use the older directory
format for Impression, you may well
find that disc space disappears
rapidly if you save meny small

documents. Changing this to single
file fomet will usally effect a swll
but useful saving on disc space. The
toggle to change between file
fomets is in the Preferences
dialogue box fram the File submenu
(the two types of file are shown in
figre 2).

The Lost Font

Now for a different prabolamn.
Rexd this slowly because it s
oamplicated! Recently, I had cause
to tidy up my Fonts directory, so I
moved several lesser used fonts into
arother directory. In the meantime,
on my hard disc, I already had a
document which had originally used
ane of these fonts and which had
then been saved with that font
present. At a later date, that fant was
deleted fram the document and the
document was resaved. It was after
this that T rawved the font fram the
aurrent Fonts directory.

So the situation that pertained
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Tt tums ait thet this feature is
neither a bug nor a design error. It
was sinmply not considered when the
origimal specification for Ipression
was set up. The reference to the font
that is no lager used does, in fact,
remain within the document even
thowh it is not used, and this is what
was throwing up the error message.
The way rourd the prdblem is this.
Export your text as a text file by
clicking with Menu or Adjust over the
Save iom. Ieave the With styles
option set and save the text to a
cowenient disc. Then reload the text
back into Impression by dropping it
onto a blank window, and the hidden
referance to a nm-existent font will
have been left behind in the original
doament. The beauty is that all the
styles used in the original document
will e aopied over to the new
document autcmatically.

A prablem arises when you have
set up a camplex set of master or
local page frames, as you cannot

Figure 2.
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was that I now had a document
which once used a specific font but
o longer did so, and concurrently T
had ramoved the font fram the font
directary.

The odd thing was that when I
tried to reload the document, the
dreaded Some Fonts not found
(including...) message pooped w. It
took sare investigating to get to the
bottam of this and T am indebted to
Camputer Concepts  helpline for
assistance. This prcblem is
becoming more common with fonts
readily available at low prices and
users chopping and changing their
fants regularly. It is ae of the
reasons why a nurber of font
handling utilities have becare
available in recent times.

export these in the same way. The
neat answer here is to group all the
frames on a page into cne frame,
apy it to the cligocard and drop it
back onto your new document
window in the same position. You
can then ungroup the frames.
Qovicusly, you do this before
transferring your text, and you nesd,
of course, to transfer the maester
frames before you transfer any local
frames. In this way, you can
generate a document identical to the
original but without the amoying
intermal reference to a fot thet ian t
there any more.

That s all for this month. There
are a lot of exciting new products
from Computer Concepts

»
o the market and I hope to
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