REVIEW

First Page

Reviewed by Mike
W illiars

irst Page is a new desktap

publishing package fram

Longman Logotron. According to
the pdolicity provided with the
packae, it isan idesl DIP tool for
begimers yet it is also claimed to be
a DIP program that does everything
(thedr italics) ! At a single user price of
just £49 thet s a tall arder, o howwell
does First Page match up to these
claims? And how does it campare
with more expensive packages like
Ovation and Impression?

appearance, vet amounting to just
50 pages containing a twelve page
tutorial and a thirty-four page
reference section. Despite its quality
appearance, I have a few
reservations about the accuracy of
the merual, partiadlarly in the all
important tutordal sectian.

The software is supplied on
two discs; the first containg First
Page itself, a separate
configuration program, two fonts
(Swanmore and Waltham), plus
directories of borders, teamplates
and clipart. The second disc
contains more clipart (all in Draw
file fomat) plus files used in the
tutorial section of the mernual. The
two fonts are both sans serif,
Waltham, a slightly bolder version
of Helvetica (Homerton) and
Swanmore, much chunkier -
sarething like Frutiger. While
Longman Logotron says these are
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Changing page
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Longman Logotron s reputation
has been established primerily within
the educational market, o any
review of First Page should take
accant of this market for the
product. This is underlined by the
merual, which is in typical Longmen
Logotron style: A4 sized on good
quality peper and highly visual in
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supplied as a bonus , the
Swanmore font has problems with
vertical alignment which are
apparent in First Page, and when
used within Impression or
Ovation.

Getting Started
Once loaded, a new document

can be created by clicking as
expected on the First Page icon, and
selecting Open in the dialogue box
which then appears. First Page
kesps a record of current
documents. Closing a document
window does not lose the document,
it merely closes the window.
Reference to the icon bar menu
allows a known document to be
removed from memory or re-opened.

First Page provides two toolbars,
plus a ruler, at the heed of a
document window, and a further
status bar at its foot. Thus most
functions are immediately available
without recourse to a menu system.
This exists as well, and is
comendably short with just seven
top-level entries.

When faced with new software
for review, I like to work throuwh the
tutorial section. This should provide
a useful overview of the main
features, but also tests how good the
merwal is. There are a nurber of
mostly minor inaccuracies in this one
which might nonpluss some readers.
For exarple, page three of the
tutaral tells you to lock your
document page to a grid set at
10m intervals, and then to create a
frame 35mm deep! There are also
sare potentially confusing entries
which do not make clear whether
single or double clicking is needed,
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tamplates, with text fraves, canbe
readily selected fram a menu.
Assuming you have a completely
blank page, you can use the Page
dialogue bax (fiqure 1) to dhange its
size (22, A3, M or whatever you
fancy) and arientation (portrait ar
landscape) . You also specify how
meny pages there are to be. The
runber can always be changed later,
but you can t get rid of pages wnless
they have been cleaned of all text and

can also be more permanently
locked into place as well.

Graphic Frames

Drop a graphic onto a page and it
is autamtically given a frame - o
frame needs to be created
beforehand. As a consequence the
graphic always appears size for size,
S0 any enlargement or reduction
must be done afterwards by resizing
the frame - the graphic is always
rescaled to fully fit the new size of

The Type style dialogue box

achieve the desired effect. O the
other hard, the range of borders
suplied is much nore interesting and
imeginative then those supplied with
most packages.
Text Matters

All the usial text editing features
are available. Text can be
highlighted, by dragging or throuh

the menu system, and a marked
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Once loaded, @ new document can be created by
clicking «is expected on the First Page icon, and
selecting Open in the dialogue which then appears.
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record of curent documents. Closing @ document
window does not lose the document, it merely closes
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As with many recent software applications, First
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Sample document created with First Page

block can e cut or copied to a
clipboard to be pasted elsewhere.
Marked text can also be moved or
aopied directly to a new position.
Using the toolbar, text can be
justified as required, and merked text
can be set to bold, italic or uderline

to simplicity with FP type styles

coping with most requirements, but
ot the more sophisticated attributes
found in same other packages. What
is good is the Try optio which lets
you see what your type style
Gefinition lacks like on a standard

FP also amloys Type styles.A
type style determines the choice and
weidht of fot as well as its style .
There appears to be same confusion
of terminology here as italic can
appear as a welght or as a style, or
as both, dependent on the choice of
fant. Type style also amtrols colaur,
size (in points), height and aspect of
text, and thickness of any uderline
(fiqure 3). Other attributes could ke
amtrolled in the same way (leading
for example) but not here. This leads
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piece of text ( FirstPage , what else).
Type styles can anly be applied to
marked text, and do not
autametically function as paragraph
styles as such.

Text frames can be easily linked
together, ard given the fact that in
effect all frames are user defingd,
this is essential. Text frames can
also be cawerted into  graphics
frames, and then rotated and resized
just as for a graghic - a useful
featire.

Every text frame has at least ane
ruler associated with it, ad the
arrent niler is visible at the heed of
the screen when the caret is visible in
a text frare. Rulers antrol left and
right mergins, which can be used for
Insetting text within a frame. There is
a left tab (ot ro cntre, ridht ar
Gecimel tab), ard a left indmt. Line
spacing or leading is cntrolled by a
separate tool an the toolkar.
However, it works only in absolute
terms, being specified in points, and
golies to all lines antrolled by the
aurrently active ruler. Most DIP
packages use relative leading as a
Gefault as this ensures thet text will
always be spaced proportionally
regardless of size. Here you have no
doice.

Comment

Clearly, much thought has gone
into First Page in order to ensure
that both text and graphic frames
can be created, accessed and
modified very directly. You do not
need to go through a menu system
to create a frame. Graphics have
fremes allocated autamatically. But
there are also features whose
operation I would question, or
which lead to more work than
should be necessary.

Lock at figure 4. This shows a
draft version of this review as a First
Page document, including an
illustration (an dnported sprite) which
is itself part of the sare page before
the graphic was inserted. To create
the page I used a two-colum
template, ane of those supplied.

The two colum frames were not
pre-linked - this had to ke added. My
text needed more than the one page
specified, but increasing the numoer
of pages did not replicate the two-
colum layout. Existing colums had
to be repeated on the extra pages
and then linked as required.

Note the blank area below the
graphic in the second colum. A
grephic repels text, but FP cannot
apparently continue the text fram the



top of the colum into the area below
the graphic. Tt continues on the next
page. The problem could be
overcare by inserting and linking an
additional text frame below the
graphic, but that s extra work which
shouldn t be needed.

Lok again at the graghic. FP
allows you to specify a frare margin,
ad ern set this differently at top,
bottan, left and right. The meral says
that this allass for a gutter between the
amtents of the frare and adjacent text.
Fine, but put a border roud the frare,
ard thet s where it goes - the nergin is
wested, for this purpese at least. There
are meny good effects which can be
achieved with frame mergins, ut
sensibly repelling text aroad a frare is
ot ae.

I also foud it diffiailt to neke
fine adjustments to spacing and
sizing, adjustments which are useful
in avoiding prablars like the tail ed
of a paragrach, as at the foot of
colum one, appearing at the head
of the next colum.

Conclusions

I dn t wich to laour any
criticigrs fhich were all
discussed with Longman
Logotra) , but reviewing is
about assessing a package
in relation to its aims in the
amtext of the reviewer s
experience of other similar

Product

Supplier

N © Y T E W

PRODUCT: First Page

First Page

Longman Logotron

124 Cambridge Science Park
Milton Road

Cambridge CB4 47§

£49 ex. VAT

Primary site licence £140 ex. VAT
Secondary site licence £190 ex. VAT

software. Longman
Logotron has a deserved reputation for
its products, and I have weighed my
views carefully regarding First Page.

The claim that First Page does
everything is clearly qotimistic, thoxh
it does depend on who defines
undoubtedly been carefully designed to
aeeal to the begimer, and to ke direct
and easy to use. But despite its meny
excellent and indeed imovative
features, T feel thet it does rot always
aope adequately with same of the
typical prdolems which often arise in
DTP.

Yes, FP is cheap, but cheapness

should not be the overriding factor in
any choice. First Page takes a
different approach to many DIP
functions campared with other
packages, and its style of cperation
mey not goeeal to all. If you are a
begimer, or are secking to advise a
beginner, First Page may well
provide a good introduction to DIP,
but there are other packages (sarne
of which cost little more) which are
better and still easy to use, and
which the begimner will almost

If yar are in a sdhodl,
chespness may well be a

certainly need in due course.
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