Keep sending in your hints
on anything relevant to the
Archimedes range. And
remember, we pay for every

hint we publish.

STICKY DISC LABELS

Tony Shew

After ravoving a label from a disc, the surface of the
disc can saretimes be left sticky. Spray W0 onto a
tissue and wipe gently over the surface of the disc case.
Never spray directly anto the disc as sare of the oil will
get anto the magnetic surface. Fnsure that you remove
all the oil with a dry tisse otherwise a new label will ot
stk

SPACES IN FILENAMES

Henry Morgan

The RISC OS Filer does not allow spaces in filenames,
and vet occasicnally you notice that sare other pecple
heve got aroud this restrictim. In fact, what they have
dre is to use a so-called hard space (ASCIT 160).
There are several ways to access this. If you have
(hars ruming, you can see the hard space in the third
colum of the sixth row. To enter a dharacter fram the
(hars window into a transient dialogue bax (such as a
Save bax) you can t just click o it as nomel since that
would cause the dialogue box to disappear. You must
instead position the pointer over the character and
oress Shift,

Two other ways to get a hard space are to hold down
the Alt key while typing 160 at the rueric keypad, or
even more simply press Alt-Space.

ICONISED MENUS

Dr. M. Richards

If you have a window which has been iconised on the
pinboard, then clicking Meru over that ioon will cpen
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the standard pinboard menu. However, if you hold
donn Shift while clicking Menu, what you get is the
window s own menu, i.e. the one which would have
been seen if the window had been gpen. This facility
can often enable you to perform functions on the
window without having to de-iamise it first.
FILING SYSTEM CONFUSION
Atle Mjelde B rdholt
If you use a lot of different filing systams (ADFS, SCSI,
(FS, RAVFS efc.) it is easy to forget which ae is the
arrently selected systam. An easy way rord this is to
put the following line into your boot file:
SetMacro CLI$Prompt <FileSwitch$Current
FilingSystem>:>
This will cause the camend line pramt to include the
rare of the arrently selected filing system, e.q.:
SCSI:>

PRINTER RESOLUTIONS

Derek Lucas

The performance of my Star XB24/10 printer has been
much enhanced by the RISC 0S 3.1 Printers upgrade
(RISC User 7:6 disc), particularly in the colour mode.
However, printing at 360x360 is very slow and also
greedy with ink! For most purposes 180x180 grey
dithered is adequate and nearly five times faster. To
meke the change between the two easier, drag the
10860 driver to the printer control panel twice.
Configure the top ane, which will be the default, to
180x180 and add the suffix IR (for low resolution) to its
nare. Then configure the lower one to 360x360 with
250 colours and add HR to its name. The two icons
now sit side by side am the iomn kar, vhere either can
be selected when required. Rurther resolutions could be
added by aonfiguring more incamations of the driver.

DOTTED LINES IN BASIC

Jack Pike

DRAW x,v draws a continuous line from the present
grachics position to the point x,y. The egquivalent dotted
line can ke drawn using PIOT 21,x,y. The default dot
setting sets altermate pixels on and off, giving what
appears as a faint continuous line. To get a more
recognisable dotted line, the dot pattem needs to be set
with the VDU 23,6 command. To set dashes and
spaces four pixels long use VDU 23,6,%11110000].
Mote that the last daracter is a vertical bar ot a ‘ae’.

The VDU 23,6 comend has a total of eight further



parameters. These can be used to give more
carplicated dot-dash pattemns which repeat using more
than the default 8 pixels. The repeat mimber of pixels
can be wp to 64 and can ke set by:

*FX 163,242,n
where n is between 0 and 64. For exanple:

MODE 12

VDU 23,6,%11111100,%00110000 |

*FX 163,242,16

MOVE 0,0:PLOT 21,500,500
draws a dot-dash line with a 16-pixel repeat pattem.
MOUSE BRAKE
Alan Wrigley
The default mouse step setting for RISC 05 3.1 is 3
(this value being the one that most users find
preferdble) . This is idesl for moving the pointer arourd
the screen quickly without losing control over its
position. However, at this setting the pointer does mot
always move consistently by a pixel at a time;
saretimes the tiniest movement of the mouse causes
the pointer to jurp two pixels or more. Mest of the time
this is not a problem, but if you are performing a
delicate task, such as dregging an icon s bounding box
in Fomid so thet it aligns to a specific position, it can
be very frustrating if you can t position the pointer
acourately. In this case a mouse step of 1 is much more
relidde.

How do you change the step quickly and simply?
Using *Confiqure is no good since it has no effect until
the next reset, and althouh the Configure gpplication
acts instantly it s a bit incowenient heving to have it
installed and the window gpen. Fqually, you dm t went
to have to quit the desktap and drop into Basic to issue
a MOUSE STEP command every time you need to
change.

There are two quicker ways. Firstly, if you keep a
permanent task window open with Basic rumning, as
suggested in Using the RISC OS Task Window (RISC
User 6:6), then you could program two function keys
with MOUSE STEP 1 and MOUSE STEP 3.
Altermatively, you could keep two small Basic programs
on your pinboard for the task (named perhaps
MouseSlow and MouseFast). All these nesd amtain is
ae lire:
MOUSE STEP n
where n is the required step value.

HANDS-FREE PRINTING FROM

MULTIPLE APPLICATIONS

Tony Shew

If you want to print a selection of files fran different
directories or different goplications, first drag their
icons onto the pinboard, then select them and drag
the selectim to the printer menager an the iomn ker.
This method means that the camputer can get on with
the jdb of printing the whole lot while you have a ap
o ten.

ICONISER BUG

M. Whiteman

I have found what appears to be a bug in RISC 0S
3.10. If you click m a window s Close iom with hift
held down, the window is iconised as you would expect.
If you then re-gpen that window by a method known to
the program (e.g. clicking with Select an the iom kar
icon as with Palette or Configure), the window
reappears but the iconised window is still on the
pirbeard. (licking Shift-Meu in this dom still offers all
the menu options as normal. This can cause confusion,
and T have rot been able to find a solution.

OVATION & HEARSAY DISC SPACE
ECONOMY

You can meke Ovation use less disc space by deleting
ae of the files Rnfvege or 'RnfegeS. The latter is
the spell check version and is loaded on mechines with
more than 1Mo of mamory. Nommelly only one of the
files is used, so you may delete the ane that is not
aporopriate for your machine.,

You can make Hearsay use less space by deleting
unused modem drivers (held in the directory
|Hearsay.Driver) and keeping only one of the
following files: Hearsay (RISC 0S 2 only),
HearsayA5D (A5000 with RISC 0S 3.00) and
HearsayA5 (RISC OS 3.1 or greater).

USING CFS

Geoff Soott

Having used Carputer Concepts CFS for sare time, I
have found that while sare files could be campressed,
there were others that I wented to rewain wntouched.
The only way to handle this was to use the ADFS Filer
alagside the (FS Filer, and this led to a

confusing and cluttered desktcp. TN
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