To start with, you can begin canposing and creating

Educatj_on + Face the misic with little or ro expertise using rothing more

than an Archimedes and software like Music Box,

Mus ic | Compose World, Song Book a RhythmBox 3.
L ]
Coviously you do nesd to be able to load and save
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by Chris Drage

usic ghould be an integral part

of any child s education, and
M there is a wealth of music
softwareaveilable far the Arc to suit all
ages. In this mnth s feature we 11
take a look at the best of what s
availdble, for use at hare or in the
school.

Music Box (Topologika) is a super
little program which provides Keyboard trainer fram Minerva software
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TT Al [0 10 FUT0 o7 [Andantine LBl b a] - [ — o5 a musical keyboard? Well, initially ro, but as you
become more confident the need to connect a
] 1 4 D | d m |y keyboard becares clearly apparent. Do t forget, if
o = — 2 — you are reading this, then you already have access
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With its built-in voices and sord capebilities, the
Archimedes computer is begging software
exploitation - you already have Meestro as part of
the acoarpanying goplicatians, and to start with it is
worth experimenting with this. Quiput can be via the
intemal spesker (poor) or via the monitor s spesker
Microstudio  Children with qoportinities for musical compositicn, (rerdly idesl) or via a peir of awplified speskers (£60
from EMR and it was while reviewing this
program for RISC User (7:6) that I

was motivated to inmvestigate music

software further. After all, the

integration of I.T. and I.rusic mst be %E e
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that matter. T suspect the prdbolem is

a preconception that in order to use

music software you have to be an
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accomplished musician and very
caputer literate to boot. In fact the
quecsite is tne.
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Compose Word from ESP
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1] Lo T ool camponent pictures are assarbled in the

correct arder - visual clues helping in the
process. If a MIDI instrurent is availdble
you can play any music from Compose
World in any of its availdole voices. For
pre-notational musical experiences
Compose World together with Music Box

carmot really be beaten.
e o I e The next step requires a degree of financial
% W% W & & camitment - the addition of a keyboard
Al ol Gl il . . \
0 2 O O O e O (Like an electric plao) and MIDI interface
AR S M i W with sond sampler, both of which will
i i I transform your computer music-making

experiences. Without the space to go into
MusicBox from Topologika

Song Title :||MUSIC DEMDZ Beat Tenpo| Current Bar
- £200) which are very acceotable. Softvare like Conposer :||5t Anselms R C School, Basilden &) 474 &) 100 ?—Uuic::—
E.S.P. s Voice Packl can add new and interesting ] BB ] W5-Eeep
voices to the camputer s existing set, and helps ] B E ] H5-Eeep
provide amsiderdble variety. | HE U5-Eeep
Essentially, there are two types of music software B B B B W5-Frep
available: carposition and score writing programs, 5 HE B W5-Eeep
and those which enable children to menipulate B H5-Eaep
musical somnds and rhythms and to construct and B B HE-Ezep
edit simple campositions without demending they = WS-Eeep

learn or read notation. Compose World is an BEE BE BEE BE BEE |
excellent exarple of the latter type as it does not II III II II II III
require any form of rotation but instead represents CIDEFGABC DEEGABC DEFGAR
notes or rmusical phrases with graphic pictures

etail here, suffice to sy et Rhythm Box3
7 ADFS: :RRUEhAllkE . &, Exanples. Denol [ di Moros and Msic fron from EMR
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E |J 128 [ [ﬁ_“\\;”i“il card/sound sampler is

recommended hardware -
cost-effective, rdoust and
i sy to fit to their Ultinate
[i.ck.e.nh. Expansion System. The
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sarpler, incidmtally, capled

.‘n. -
=]l ] |23 vith a suitable microhore or
Rhythm Maker from ESP other sound source (HiFi or

taee recorder), will provice a
range of digitised sound samples which can be mixed
with music in the computer. With MIDI (a well
established indistry stancard) there is ro limit as to the
nunber of MIDI instruments you can camect.

and/or words. The range of prepared musical
phrases available with Compose World and
Compose World Files 1 admirably illustrates the
educational potential of this little gem of a
program. An enormous range of campositions can
be created by simply dragging and dropping
pictures in a sequence - even repeating phrases
where necessary. Music without a note in sight!
Sinple prepared tunes can be played once their

To learn how to play the keyboard, Minerva s
Keyloard Trainer provides a graded series of 62 an-
screen lessons which mekes learning music very
erjoyable. Tt is specifically designed for use with MIDT
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keyboards, and probably offers the most [

interesting mesns of leaming to reed msic | 2. H_'...._”_"l||,_\4‘J=%_32Ir'} B "‘:'.'il'_”‘ ] e o
and play a keyboard to date. Keyboard U 1/ Ay = ‘
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Trainer lessms divide into three types: study ¥ »

: : | | |
lessans, games, and tines. The lessons are ﬂH——‘—#mﬁm

often very short, often anly inperting a single

piece of information, and feature note |;f

playing and rhythm exercises. The games
also amtribute to the overall eyjoyment, as #

does the milti-tinbral fackar - the ility o |2k

play more than one sound at a time. The

games are graphical, animated and include

heavily disquised traditioral five-finger [GINID
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exarcises. Aother useful aid is to see the  Notate from Longman Logotron

Prices:

Prices:

Ultimate Expansion System is availdble fran H.C.C.S. Asscciates Lid,
575-583 Durham Road, Gateshead,
Tyne & Wear NE9 5JJ, tel. 091 487 0760.

23020/400 Midi Starter kit £109.00
25000 Midi Starter kit £89.00
MiltiPodule £38.00
Midi Micropodule £49.00

Midi & HQ Sampler Micropodule £69.00

Music Box is available fran Topologika Software, P O Bax 39, Stiltan,
Carbs. PE7 3RL, tel. 0733 244682.

£35.00, £60.00 (Prinery Site Licence) , £70.00 (Secondary Site Licence)
£105.00 (Teacher Training Site Licence)

Keyboard Trainer is available fram Minerva Softwere, Minerva House,
Baring Crescent, Exeter, Devon EXL 1TL, tel. 0392 437756.
£69.95 ex. VAT

Compose World, Voice Pack 1, Rythmn Maker, Compose World Files
1 are available fran Expressive Software Projects, Holly Tree Cottage,
Main Street, Strelley Village, Nottingham NG8 6PD, tel. 0602 295019.

Compose World £48.00
Voice Pack 1 £15.00
Rhythm Maker £34.00
Carpose World Files 1 £12.00

Mr. Sound, Micro Studio, Rhythm Box 3, and Songbook are availdole
fran BR Ltd, 14 Mount Close, Wickford, Essex SS11 8HG,
tel. 0702 335747.

Mr. Sound £34.00
Micro Studio £67.23
Rhythm Box 3 £34.00
Songbook £24.95

Notate is available fram Longmen Logotron, 124 Canbridge Science
Park, Milton Road, Canbridge (B4 47S, tel. 0223 425558.
£59.00

Rhapsody 3 is available fram Clares, 98 Middlewich Read, Norttwich,
Cheshire W9 7DA, tel. 0606 48511.
£85.06

Sibelius is available fran Sibelius Software, 4 Bailey Mews,

/
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keys on the screen representation of the keyboard
being depressed as you play a key. I suspect many
begimers will gain improved access to music reading
and arposition via Keyboard Trainer, but beware, as
you will also nesd supplementary practice materials.

The Micro Studio is a wnique three-in-ane program for
the teaching and leaming of keyboard music, the
creatim, editing and printing of music, all with an easy
to use 24-track recording facility far use with any MIDT
keyboard. What is novel about Micro Studio is thet
nusic notation appears autamatically on the screen
as you play, yet kesic music skills are mot required in
arder to create quite sochisticated milti-track sords.
The program is RISC OS co-existent (i.e. not a
Desktop program itself, but runnable from the
Desktop), but sarehow it does not seam to matter.
Once you becare familiar with Micro Studio s modus
goerandi it soon becames second nature. Music can
be camposed by playing parts on a keyboard or by
inserting notes anto the stave using the mouse, with
computer sampled sounds added too for special
effects. Two featires T partiadarly like are the leam
mode, in which the music weits for you as you play
any selected part of a score, while you follow the
nusic and use the keyboard quide, and the fact that
teachers or parents can purchase pre-recorded music
discs fran BR suitable far different leamers abilities.
Micro Studio has a great deal in its favour and should
fird a niche in both primery and secondary schools.

As stated earlier, most music software usually falls
into ane of two categories: sequencers which record
sequences of notes and then play them back through
synthesizers, and music printing software with which
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ﬁm rotes fram a keyboard. Though it mekes
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use of conventional music notation,
Notate is eminently suitable for musicians
F at all levels of rmusical ability, fram
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youngsters experimenting for the first
time, to those who need a powerful tool

for camposing and printing scores.
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Rhapsody ad its satellite softwere has
long been recognised as one of the

o}
]

TTT™

Tl

T

best, all round, value-for-money score

269

writing programs for the Arc, and this is
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|| reaftimed by its third evolution.

Rhapsody 3 from Clares

musical scores can be written, stored and printed out
(@ sart of music processar ). Notate is a little of Toth,
affering the ability to write ad print soores ot also to
play back what has been written. In fact, scores can
ke as sinple as a single melady line, or w to eight
different parts. There are many exarple tunes and a
large mumber of voices like drum beats, saxophoes,
clarinets etc. The program can export and import MIDT
Fomet Qe files, and has the ability to play via a MIDT

Rhapsody 3 now includes almost all the
enhancements and alterations asked for by its
aficionados, and should continue to find a niche in
secondary schools as well as at hare. To get the
most out of this comprehensive score writing
program though, you should seriously consider
purchasing Clares Voxbox suite of programs for
sound editing and synthesis, and ScoreDraw fr

high quality printed cutput.

Then

If YOU are thinking seriocusly about
S TATITSTITCS
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1st ard 1st Jr have enhanced specifications.

RISCOCS 2 and 3 campliant. Structured Menu System. "Spreadsheet" data entry.
Simple access to UNMATCHE
ouapout of Graghics. Ultra-easy i
data interfaces to other sof tware.
Mouse driven with gotional keyboard shortcuts

Statistical antent of 1stdr is highly relevant to Flucatian]l requiraments
Upgrade paths fran single tasking versions are available.

SCHOOLS Ask dbout oor NEWLOWCOST product 1stL (site licaoe £150)

Sericus Statistical Sof tware

STTCAL, FACTIITTIES. Drawfile
of CSV files giving amooth
tic, amtext sensitive Marual.
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