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1. What is MacLex?

MacLex is a tool for maintaining a lexicon in continuously updated form, and for performing 
useful operations on it such as reversals. It allows the user a variety of ways to navigate 
through the lexicon's records, to edit records, add new ones, or delete records. MacLex has 
no save button; like HyperCard it immediately saves any changes to disk, keeping your files 
up to date at all times. User-defined fonts are supported also, in various sizes. MacLex 
works almost entirely with "text-only" files; all lexicon files, both input and output, are of this 
type, and so too are most control files. One of MacLex's nice features is that its speed is 
almost independent of your lexicon's size.

MacLex can be used in conjunction with MultiFinder, but is not at present able to perform 
background processing. (Note: do not use MacLex and the debugger Macsbug together 
under MultiFinder.)

MacLex will eventually be able to give sophisticated printed output, but in the meantime 
other tools are available for doing that. A useful one is Michael Hore's "Word Format" 
application which allows the user to build a consistent changes table via a dialog, taking 
input files of the type that MacLex manipulates (ie. tagged fields) and converting them to 
formatted (plus style support) Microsoft Word-format documents. The latest version of Word 
Format is included, it is free, is System-7 smart, and no longer crashes on machines 
running a non-68000 processor. You can then fill out the styles in Microsoft Word to get 
professional quality documents.

MacLex does, however, include a simple word processor which can be used for editing 
files, or preparing control files (eg. your special collating sequence).

MacLex is an extension of my earlier MacSort application, and incorporates all the 
functions of the latter. MacSort's documentation is now included within MacLex's 
documentation, starting at section 3.

2. Disclaimer

MacLex is not yet a finished product. I have many features yet to add to it. I expect that 
what is included in it will perform well for you, and I have tested it fairly comprehensively, 
but bugs may yet remain. 

Your comments and suggestions for improvements will be welcomed. I can make no 
promises, however, to implement any of them. This is a part time 'hobby' project for me.

Contents 4



Contents 5
This product is not for sale or profit. It may be used freely by anyone, and distributed to 
anyone provided the documentation, and MacLex's documentation, are distributed along 
with it. WordFormat and its documentation should also be distributed with it. If I am asked 
to supply it by mail, some charges for handling, postage, etc. will be necessary.
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