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The Disney-Tokuma Deal FAQ

This FAQ was put together by Ryoko Toyama of Team Ghiblink from the official announcements, newspaper articles, and information posted on the Miyazaki Mailing List. A great many thanks go to Messrs. Martin Blythe and Todd Olsson of Buena Vista Home Entertainment (a subsidiary of Disney), who provided valuable information to the Miyazaki Mailing List.

Disclaimer: Not all of this information is official. Disney may change the final details without notice.
What’s the deal?

In 1996, Walt Disney Co. purchased the worldwide distribution rights to nine Japanese animated (anime) feature films by Studio Ghibli directors Hayao Miyazaki, Isao Takahata, and Yoshifumi Kondo.

What does this deal include? 

The global video distribution of the following films:

Nausicaä of the Valley of Wind
Kiki’s Delivery Service
Raccoon War Pompoko

Laputa–Castle in the Sky
Only Yesterday
Whisper of the Heart

My Neighbor Totoro
Porco Rosso
The Princess Mononoke

Exceptions:
1. This deal excludes Asia, but includes Japan.

2. "Grave of the Fireflies" is not included for US release because Tokuma does not hold the rights to it. It was produced by Shinchosha. An English-subtitled version of "Grave" is currently available from Central Park Media. 

3. "I Can Hear the Sea/Ocean Waves" was not included either, probably because it was made for TV.

The global theatrical distribution of “The Princess Mononoke”

This film was released in Japan on July 12, 1997. Theatrical distribution of this film in Japan was handled by Toho, but the video distribution is handled by Disney (Buena Vista Home Entertainment).

The global distribution of several live action movies produced by Tokuma:

This includes "Opium Wars" and "Gamera 2."

When will these movies be available? 

“Kiki’s Delivery Service”

According to a Disney press release, “Kiki’s Delivery Service” will be released on VHS in the US on September 1st, 1998.  Kirsten Dunst will provide Kiki’s voice, Phil Hartman will play Jiji, and other voice talent include Debbie Reynolds, Jeneane Garofalo and Mathew Lawrence.  A laserdisc version will be also released.

“The Princess Mononoke”

According to Mr. Blythe, a Disney executive, the theatrical release by Miramax is “tentatively set in the 2nd Quarter of 1999."  The voice cast is said to be Matt Damon for Ashitaka (Leonardo DiCaprio declined the offer), Claire Danes for San, and Glenn Close for Eboshi.   Based on a literal translation that was provided to him, Neil Gaiman, the author of the popular comic The Sandman, will be polishing the English script, with some assistance from the Miyazaki Mailing List.

VHS releases in Japan:

Each tape costs ¥4,500 (excluding tax), and is letterboxed, Hi-Fi stereo (except “Nausicaä,” which was not recorded in stereo) and digitally remastered.  These tapes are in Japanese.  Inside information from Disney suggests that they will eventually be released in Japanese, English, and a Japanese/English hybrid for those who want to learn English.  However, we do not know when the English versions will be available.

Totoro
June 27, 1997
Princess Mononoke
June 26, 1998

Whisper
July 25, 1997
Grave of the Fireflies
August 7, 1998

Nausicaä
September 19, 1997
Laputa
September 18, 1998

Kiki
November 21, 1997
(other titles will follow)

In Europe:

“The Princess Mononoke” was shown at the Berlin International Film Festival on February 11, 1998.  It has also been reported, but not confirmed, that this film will eventually be released in the UK, France, Spain, and Germany.

In Asia:

“The Princess Mononoke” was shown in theaters in Hong Kong and Taiwan in August 1997, distributed by Tokuma.

Elsewhere:

It has been reported that “The Princess Mononoke” will be released in theaters in Brazil and Australia.

Will the films be dubbed or subbed? 

In an interview, Mr. Michael O. Johnson, the president of Buena Vista Home Entertainment and no relation to the head of Team Ghiblink, said that "The Princess Mononoke" will be in theaters in both dub and sub formats. However, we are not sure if they will do the same in the European market.

We do not know whether Disney will also release subbed videos or not. However, the word from inside Disney says that the US laserdisc versions will have the original Japanese soundtrack and subtitles available through closed captioning. The advertisement of the LD of “Kiki’s Delivery Service” does say that it “includes original Japanese language track.”  It is also possible that this format will be released in other parts of the world. However, we have to point out that nothing is official yet.

Will they be available on laserdiscs? 

The deal includes all home-viewing formats, including LD.  “Kiki’s Delivery Service” will be available on LD.

Will they be letterboxed? 

The VHS released in Japan are letterboxed.  The VHS of Kiki to be released in the US will be pan-and-scan.  However, the laserdisc version in the US will be letterboxed.  For other markets, no release format has been decided yet.

Will Disney change these films in any way?

No. This will not happen without Studio Ghibli’s consent. Disney can not cut even one second from the films, according to the contract.  

In the English dubbed Kiki, the opening and ending songs were changed (probably because Ghibli did not own these songs), and there were some other changes in music, but nothing was cut or drastically changed from the original. 

Will Disney make animation films with Ghibli?

Yes.  Disney will invest in Studio Ghibli's next movie, "Tonari no Yamada-Kun (My Neighbor Yamada)," directed by Isao Takahata. Of the 1.6 billion yen production cost, Tokuma will invest 50%, other Japanese companies will invest 40%, and Disney will invest 10%. In return, Disney will acquire the rights to TV, theater, and video releases in the US and Europe. 

Can the deal expand to other fields?

Yes. Mr. Tokuma has stated, "Eventually, we will cooperate in such fields as magazines, CDs, and game software." 

I thought Miyazaki didn't like Disney. Did he sell his soul?

Miyazaki stated that he doesn’t like movies by Toho or Toei, either (the Japanese movie distributors of Ghibli films). He makes a distinction between film production and film distribution. He agreed to the deal mainly to help Mr. Tokuma, who had backed him when he was starting out. He said he has earned enough money to last him a lifetime.

Where can I find more information?

The Hayao Miyazaki Web
http://www.nausicaa.net/miyazaki/

The full Disney-Tokuma FAQ
http://www.nausicaa.net/miyazaki/disney/dtdeal.html

The Miyazaki Mailing List
http://www.nausicaa.net/miyazaki/mailing-list/

Team Ghblink
ghiblink@nausicaa.net
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