EZ-KEYS, A REVIEW

by Bill Gaskill - Toplcs - LA 99ers, CA - Apr °B88

EI-KEYS is a new product fros Asgard Software, designed
with the Extended Basic prograsser or Extended Basic
progras user in aind. To uss it one sust have txtended
Basic, 32K eesory expansion, and a disk drive., The
‘progras retails for 614.95 and is currestly available

directly fros Asgard Software or TENEX Computsr Express.

I as cartain it will be available froes other sajor 79/44
retailers in the mear future.

A NACRO GENERATOR

EI-KEYE is ome of three keyboard gemerators | know of
available for the 99/4A ouwner. PCKEYS [1, ¢ros
Techni-braphics, and SoftKeys fros Quality 99 Boftware,
are the other two. The fact that all three prograss could
be gomerically grouped into the ‘aacro® developsent
classification is really about all that they have in

cossen. PC-KEYS 11 offers disk cataloging, a pop-up
satepad, 4 pop-wp calendar, and user-definable/salectable

 scresn duap capability, alomg with the ability to define 2
lisited susber of "hot-keys® that perfors cosson fuactions
with ons keystroks. BSeftKeys is basically a ‘“hot-key®
sacro genarator without all of the added features of
PC-XEYS 1] or the additional cost.

E1-KEYS takes a differant appreach to the concept of eacro
gemeration. It too allows you to define “hot-keys®, but
the kays you dafine Can do such, such sors than either of
the other two prograss. In fact, by ey definition,
EI-KEYS is really the only trus macro generator of the
thres. In oy experionce as a user of ‘other’ cosputers,
8acros are short prograss that °resesber® keystrokes for
you, 50 you can later call thea wp at the press of 3
single koy. In othar words, they are tise savers that
shortan the nauaber of steps you have to §0 through to
perfors a desired function or series of fuactioss.

On al) of the NE-DOE sacro generators | have used, sacro
files are Wilt in ons of two ways. 0Ona sathod is to use
3 "roaseber® sode that tracks and then saves keystrokes as

you press thes and another eethod is to provide a eacro
aditor that allows you to write and save seall files
containing the desired keystrokes. EI-KEYS is of te
sacond type. Instead it provides a eacro editor that
appears at the press of 2 single hey.

E1-KEYS allows up to 55 keys to be defimed for sacro use,
with sach aacro capable of being 668 characters (abowt 7/8
of a screen) in length. Perhaps the meatest feature of

EI-KEYS is its ability to link macros teeether. This
ssans O asacro file can RUNM another, thus providim

aleost unlinited potential to the wtility the EI-KEYS
savirossent can offer the IB prograsser or wser. EI-KEYS
also RUNs Extended Basic prograss or parts of I3 prograss.

For imstancs, if you wished to have 3 disk cataloging
progras available at the touch of a key, you could write
it in Extended DBasic, LIST it to disk se it is BAVEd in

/00 foraat, then defime a sacro for it. In fact, such 2
progras is provided on the EI-KEVE disk.

Prograssing a aacro is sieple if you are creating sisple
eicros. It can becoss quite cosplex and desanding it you

really mant to build sose sophisticated applications.
Saving & sacro is sieple and straightforward. You simply
define 1t in the Macro Editor, exit out of the sditor, do
a BYE at the READY prospt and then load the progras again.
You will iesediately be given the option of loading or
sdving your eacros. When you save thes, all eacros thet

‘etist in sesory are saved to disk for use any tise the

El1-KEYE eaviromsent is loaded.

To use your sacros in a RUNRing progras environsent you
sisply odit a lime in the E1-KEVS progras so it RUNs the
first progras you want to activats, then you sust save the
E1-KEYS progras as LOAD. Whea the EI-KEYS LOAD progras is
read iato sesory it brings all of your sacre definitions
with t, then RNs your first prograa. That's it! Mo
prograseing espertise required hers, just 2 uwser-friendly
CoMOR oanss appreach to iaterfacing with your 1B
prograais).

Estonded Basic prograss that uwse assasbly lamguage
subroutines aay also be used with EZ-KEYE. The author has
included an EILOADER that will allow you to save custos
routines and your aacros all together. Asseably routines
ae loaded first, thea your macros so they do not conflict
uith the subroutimes airsady in low-sesory. The whole
package is then saved as a seaory-isage file and cin be
called up whanaver you use the application with the custoe
assesbly routines. The really neat thing here is the
ability to custosize the El-KEYS esvironeent to fit as
adny different uses or prograss as you have.

A PROGRAMMING UTILITY

- EI-KEYS is am assesbly lamguage codad progras, designed to

operates is an Extended Basic environsant. Aside froe its
ability to generate sacros it aleo provides a set of
wtilitios for the Extended Basic prograsser. Uhile in the
coansnd ande (at the ¢ READY proept) in ID EX-KEVS allows
you to set 2 tissr that wil) autosatically BAVE your work
in case of a power failure or iaterruption. The tiee
iatervals can be froa O to 18 simutes apart and two files,
BACXUP! and BACKUP? are uwsed to save your work. All
worked is saved saly to BSK1. Another eption allows the
sstting of background and foreground colors in the
prograsaing eavironsent, such the sase as the GrasKracker
Utilities or Joha Johnson’s Horizon RAM Disk semu allow.

Colors eay also be sat for the Macro Editor and the
spacial charactars displaved in a sacro file.

Meother routine will Nighlight musbers and arithestic
operators so they appear on screen in the revarse color of

the background and forsground colors chosen. When 3
running progras is being usad you say alse set all
character sets to the sase calor by linking to o routine
naned RCOLOR.

Although the samsal cautions Estended Rasic sight mot
dluays be able to interpret it, EI-KEVS lets you write a



single progras line that car be 23 screen lines long.
How's that for expanding the capabilities of Extended
Basic? Additiomally, you can press Function 7 or Function
6 to sove the cursor directly between progras lines while
in the prograssing (issediate) sode.

You @3y also write sacro files in the TIN Editor, in o
~ sammer sisilar to writing a .BAT file for the GENEVE or
any R6-DO8 sachine. The author included a custosized
UHARAL fils to usw on your Ti-Writer disk. This file
contains the character definitions nesded to display the
special characters that represent specific sacro
functions. This is another sxaspie of the Forethoeght put
into this progras. | would gquess few Ffirst-tiss users
would opt for this sethod of developsent though, since it
requires the wese of the Transliterate Mode in Tl-Nriter
ind is only sparsely docusented in the EI-KEYS sanual.
There is a chart in the docusentation that shows the
various equivalents that are available.

Once you Mave created the sacro file you simply print it
to disk, run the POKER progras provided on the EI-KEYS
éisk, aod the sacro file is then assigned as a sacro
definition.

If EI-KEYS has a shortcoming it is in the sethod used to
call sacros from 4 RUNning IB progras. The cursor eust be
displayed om screen for 2 sacro to be accessed. You
cannot, for imstance, access a sacro when the progras
baing RUN is looping at a CALL KEY statssent. Once the
File instructions within a4 sacro have been sat in sotion
they are suspended only by a *hold® cossand in the sacro
(@ Ctrl W, So you eust have prograseed a Control H in
the sacre file so it appears at the proper point in your
IB progras. This can be tricky and a little confusing to
the novice prograsser. | would have rather seen an
execution routine used that could be called at any tise.

One curious oversight in the EI-XEYS progras involves
Character definitions. A custos character set is wsed in
the sacro gemerator and is not reset whem an IB progras is
used. You end wp with a couple of lower case letters owt
of line with the standard Tl chracter sst in your resning
ID progran. WMhile this is easily overcoss by restoring
the offending characters with CALL CHAR statesents in the
progras you are running, it would be nice to see EI-KEYS
take care of this for you. It is one less thae
professional aspect of a progras that is otherwise truly
representative of “cossercial® gmality software.

EASE OF USE

While creating sacros is not in the suggested dosain for a
new programser, satting up the EI-KEYS progras to use
aicros is. Nere detailed documentation is needed to help

the less adventuresose wade throwgh the rigors of cosple:x
sacro daveiopasnt.

DOCUMENTAT [ON
The docusentation is adequate for sisple
detinitions, but falls short of being 2 coaplete tutorial

for the advancad sacro prograseer. It covers esst of the
‘absolutes” of osiacro developsent in the EI-KEYS

snvironeent, but stops short of rsally being a2 wseful
guide to the advancad amacro developer. However, in

fairness to Asgard Softuare, it’s difficult te offer such

an outstanding product and cowple it with outstandimg
docusentation for $14.95. The decusentation is well

writtes and usdneaiaple, ae 10000

any mow sofiikaia purchrec.  j§ BI-GEVE oo ot merme
Asgard will develop follow—up producte For it such 4«
disk of predefined sacros or a tutorial om advanced sacro
prograssing.

VALUE
Harry Wilheln is the author of EZ-KEYS. [ tnow nothing
about Mr. Wilkels nor do | recall ever reading his nane in
dny of the sany 99/4A publications. After sssing the
product he has produced, | hope he continues to write
prograes for the 99/4A (and hopefully the 9640), 1€
future Wilhele applications are anything like EI-KEYS, we
dre all in for a treat. EI-KEYS is a superd first-release
application. It is well thought out, professionally
sxecuted and virtually error free. For the adventuresoss
prograseer or user EI-KEYS prosises unlisited potential
and utility, It is truly a professional application that
neads only sore cosplets docusentation and somse fine
tuning to push it into the “stellar® softwars class. [f
you doa’t have EI-KEYS you showld buy it. Yow won’t
rugrat the ssager 614,93 investsent. Even if you do not
use it to do ANY sacro developeent of your own, you will
likely find another, perhaps sore isportant, use for it.
I would not be swrprised to see future I8 type
applications developed under the EI-KEYS snvironsent. [t
is truly a powerful developaent tool that cries out for an
isaginative prograseer to cose alorg and desonstrate soee
of its potential. Hith the right cosbination of good
sarketing, dependable custoser support and continued
davelopsent of the product, EI-KEYS couid becose a
standard among 99/4A users. It is THAT 6000! [t is only
in its infancy in version 1.0. | a2e sure the best is yet

to coss.

FINAL GRADE
You will nots EI-KEYS falls down to 2 °D* rating in soee

categories. In the PERFORMANCE area | knocked it dowa
because of the less than flaxible sethod wsed to call wp 2
sacre a4 the prograe’s imability to suspend sacro
operations sore effectively. In the EABE OF USE area |
took sose points away becauce of the complerities required
to design sore than just siaple sacrus. The DOCUMENTATION
lost points because of brevity and several typos that
smuck into the Final prosuct. [be VALIE category sstes up
for all of the little shortcomings | found in this First
release. It is the ‘eiesing link" that ws have been
looking for in saking sore of the 79/4A than just a simgle
purpose sichine. For $14.73 you sisply can’t go wonmg.
If the 71 Cossunity supports EI-KEYS like it deserves, |
3 confidant the incentive will be present for Harry
Wilhele to contimue deveiopsent of the product. 1 as

oqually certain other talested prograseers will develop
pplications to rum in the EI-KEYS environeent. The end
result to our support of this product is sure to bde an

~ aven betler prodect in the feturs.

REPORT CARD:
Perforeance......B
tase 0Ff Use......D

Bocusentation....b
v‘l“------------“

FINAL GRADE......A



