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Chapter Founding

Mew Jersey area C-BS membears began talking about founding a local
chapter in 1998, Inorder to "test the waters™ and see how many people
would be mterested in partcipating m oa local chapter, they organized a
presentation on Lemko BEusyn history at the Chiton Public Library
Chiton, Mew Jersey, on March 22 19495,

The event featured C-BS Member Susyn Mihalasky, who spoke on the
topic of the 1947 "Vistula” Operation population resettlement that expelled
Lemko Rusyns from their homeland, Michaling Mibalasky, Susyn's
maother and a survivor of the resettlement, then spoke about her personal
cxpenences as a 12 year old,.  Their talks also featured a shde show of
historic documents, Mihalasky fammly photos and photos from the Busyn
homcland., Thesuccessful event drewover 55 non C-RBS members, as well
as members from as far away as castan Pennsy lvania, New York and
Commechcut.

The enthusiastic response to the March 1998 event motivated the C-RS
members m New Jersey to begin plarming for alocal chapter of the Mational
C-RB5, The mihal eiforts, between Apnl 1998 and July 1999, mmvolved
assembling a committes of voluntesrs to discuss possible programs and
events, to find a place to hold meetings amd most importantly to determine a
way to discover what C-ES members would expect from a local chapter.,
Thiz resulted 1 a survey questionmaire to detemmine how many people n
the "mstatearea” (New Jemsey, Mew York and Connectiout) were interested
in forming a chapter and what types of achvitics they wanted to sez. The
OTZMmiFIng commi ttee began to meet in the Clifton Public Library, Thecity
of Chiton was the logical choice for amectng site becauscofits locatonim
the heart of the mdustnahzed northeastern part of New Jemsey, and the
ncarby aties such as Passaic, Paterson and Garfield, Tun of the century
K usyn mmmmigrants settled in these cities im0 large numbers because of the
textile mills and factories. Ther descendants are still concentrated in
northern and central New Jarsey,

In August 1999 the orgamizing committes sent out 1ts now ready survey
questiormare to C-RS membars o Mew Jasey, Mew York and lower
Commecticut, along with an asmouncement of the commmittes’s imtenbon to
fiound a local C-RS chapter. Afterrecaiving a very positive response, 11 was
deaded to hold its mavgural Chaptereventon Mow, 7, 19499

The event featured CR-N Presidenr John Righeni speaking on Campatho
K usyn history, identity and qulhore,
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The foumders of the New Jers oy Chapter many of whom presently serve or
have served as the Chapter's officers since 1999 are: Joyee Barr, Len B erdy,
Fhihp Beskd, Alex Bidmk, Jr, Jemy Chanda, Ed Hhpala, Edward
Holowach, Lee amd Michael Hrchovak, Johin Kary, Andrea K aufman, John
Earpan, John Mihalasky, Susyn Mihalssky, Susan Ombory, and Mildred
and Alex Peto.

MISSION STATEMENT

Simoe 1= moopton, the Chapter has maintamed a wigorous schedule,
offenng storical lechures, culhural events, gencalog cal programs, films,
picmics, road tnps to local stone atractions of interest to Busyns, as well
as musical attrachions, dinnersand other social ovents,

Ciucst speakers have come from as far away as Furope to speak about the
latest ewvents 1n the Busyn homcland, Amencan guest speakers have
reminiscad about their Busyn Amencan chaldboods or their experiences i
the homelmd. Authors have discussed thear latest Busyn related
pubhcations, scholars have presented thear latest rescarch and gencalomsts
haveassisted members in discovenng amly hentage.

Cultural outreach and education are important clanents of the Chapter’s
actvitics. Chapter members have brought imformation abowut Busynis to
hentage festivals imthe Mew Jersey cities of Chifton, Trenton and Waynic as
well as to the mmnual picmc of Three Saimnts Onthodox Church i Garfield.
The Chapter has also "flown the flag” at several New York and  castem
Pennsy lvama festivals that include Shenmandoah®s " Pamde of Matons™ and
hManhattan's "Crechos lovak Independence Day” .,

The Chapter also mounted displays of Busyn cultural artifacts ot the
CGarfield, Chfton and Wayne Pubhic Libranes. The Chapter's traveling
cultural display was collected and assembled by C-BS members Len Berdy
Jerry Chanda, Lese Hrehoveikand Susan Opikory
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Chapter Activities
Inawnpural mecting "Who are the Rusyns?" Movember 7, 1900

Jobn Righemn, President of the Mabonmal Carpatho-Busyn Soccty,
delivered the Chapter's maugural address entitled, "W ho Arethe Rusyns?”
The address was an mtroduction to Carpatho-Busyn history, identity and
culhoe, Ths program, attenided by over 1 () people, also featured David 5.
Cohen, Director of the New Jersey Historical Commmssion’s Ethnic
History Program, who encourmged C-RS mombers to preserve thar past by
collecting oml listories. This mmaugural mectng was held at the Chton
Public Libmary i Chiton, Mew Jersey

Husyvn Easter Traditdons March 5, 20000

Planming Committee memba Lee Hrehowik discussed her famly's
Easter traditions and prepared some of the traditional foods caten at Easter
for participants to taste. Hrehowok recalled the hohday customs and
trachtions of har childhood, while regrethimg that knowledge of the old
ways was vanishing with cach passing genemton,  Meamwhile tao
volunteers demonstrated the art of "pysmnky ™. This program was held at
the Cultural Center of 85, Peter & Paul Russian Onthodox Cathedral
Passmc, New Jemsoy.

"erowing up Rusyn in Mew York City " June 24, 2000

Edvward Kasinec, a Busyn who 15 the director of the Slavic Languages
Collectiom of the Manhattan based Mew York Public Library, discussed his
boyhood 1In New York City. He emphasized the importance of having a
positive mnd sustaiming sensc of cthme dentity.  Kasinec 15 the son of
Carpatho- Busyn immigrants from the town of Sercdn’oje, Uzh County, in
Subcarpathian Bus'. This progmam was held in Paters on, Mew Jersey.
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Video "Stories and Legends of Ladomirova®™ Julv 28, 2000

Thizs poignant video featred clderly mesidents recalling  hife o
Ladomirova, Crechoslovakia dunng two world wars and the commumist
takeover. Produced i Slovaka, the videotape 15 1 the Busyn and Slovak
languages with English subbtles. This progmam was held at the Wayne
Pubhic Library in Wayne, New Jersey.

Crabriel Hattinger August 5, 20040

Mr. Hattinger, a member of the Hungaman Parhament, has represented
Hungary at the World Congress of BEusyns. He spoke of the largcy
favorable treatment of the Rusyn minonty in Hungary and contmasted 1t
with that of Ukmine, where Rusyns are stll not recogmzed as a distinct
natonal rmnonty and are denied fundamentalnghits, C-BS Manber K arfny
Mihaly provided the Enghsh tanslaton of his address that was delivered
i the Busyn language. This program was held at the Chiton Pubhc Library.

Clitton Community Festival Angast 26, 200060

The Chapter st up a four table display of Busyn culture, gencalogy and
maps at the Chiton, anmzal commumity festival, "All-In-A-Deay 20007
held at the Chifton City Hall grounds, C-RS meambers Tom Perers and Ed
Hlipalg contributed Rusyn items for display. C-RS members fofn
Mibhalasky and Susan Opihory wore mterviewed by local press and on the
next day a lengthy article titled "A People Recall Their Eastem Evropean
Roots” appeared i the Morth Jersey Herald Mows,

A Visit to Ellis 1sland Immigration Moseom September 9, 20000

C-ES Members took the fary to Elhs Island, the chief armival point for
milhions of Buropean immigrants coming to the United States betweon
193-1914. In the morming halfof this day long program, C-BES manbers
listened to two speakers describe the Busyn immigration experience. The
fistspeaker, Elhs Island Historan Richard (ereene, gavea general lastory
of the European immigrant cxperience.  The second speaker, C-ES
Membar Susyn Mibalasky, drew on first pemson accounts to recreate the
speciic Busyn immgraton experience. In the mstmuctured afternoon part
of the progmam, C-BS members visited the excellent Ellis Island
Immigration Museum and searched for their ancestors” names on the
Immigrant "Wall of Honor™
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First Annual Fund Baiser Movember 5, 200M)

Jerry Jumba, host of the "Carmpatho Bus REadio Program” in MoK eesport,
Pennsy lvama, drew over 100 C-B S members to s "Busyn Song Fest.™
Audience members were taug bt Rusyn son gs in Eng lish and in Busyn from
a songhbook that they wercable to retain as a keepsake. Ths luncheon event
was the Chapter's first fundraiser and was held at the Bussian Hall 1o

Simgac, New Jarsey.
"Folklore of Carpathia™ December 2, 20000

Dr. Janet Pollock, a professor of Sociwlogy at Wilham Paterson
Lniversity { Patarson, Mow Jersey), gave ashde presentation of her vanous
cultural expeniences i the Campathian mountain reglon, The program was
held atthe Wayne Public Library.

"yrowing Upin a Rusyn Village™ March 25, 20001

Karhy Mibaly, a Busyn presently residing im Commecticut, gave a
presentation that imcluded remimsces of her childhood and the hard years
of World War [l the Busynvil lage of Litmanova, Sps County, Slovakia,
whare she grew up durning the 1920°s through 1950%s, EKathy recalled honar
villagers stmgeled to survive many hardships, mcluding the lack of food
and the burmng of villages, She descnbed her oan separahon from her
father and the return of her father after the war, her escape to Amenica and
hermmitial expenences of life in a new country. She also demonstrated flax
spnmng and displayed clothing and cmafts from her collechon, Ths
luncheon program was held at the B ussian Hall in Singac,

“T'he People from Mo Man's Land”  June 2, 2001

This gencalogy conferance focused on the Carpatho-Busyns of Ausina
Hungary and was orgamzed and led by Thomas A, Perers | a professional
gencalogist and C-BS member. John Righeati, president ofthe C-BS also
spoke to the subject of Rusyn history while, B ich ard Custer, editorof The
Mew Busyn Times, displayed his charts of Busyn panshes in New Jersey
with hsts of their fonmders. Ed Hiipala broughthis display of gencalogical
documents prepared from a large database of Carpatho-Busyn immmigrant
members of Samts Peter and Paul Russian Orthodox Church i Passaic.
Thiz all day comference was held at 5t. Mary's Byzantne Catholic Clharch
m Hillshorough, Mew Jersey, Fine BEusyn ansime  was served, Eusyn
itemis were available for purchase and there was also a display of Busyn
costumes.
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"Heritmge Davs" Trenton June 23, 2001

Dunng the anmual "Hentage Days" celebmtion i Trenton, New Jemsey,
the Chapter set up and mamned a table with handouts explaimimg who
Rusyns are, 35 well as providing C-BES information and membershap
forms.  Jerry Chanda and John Mihalasky were on hand to greet
members of thepublic and answer any questions,

Cualtural (uatreach  Joaly, September and December, 20001

C-BS members Susan Opilory and Jerry Chan da setup an educational
show of pichores and old treasures of Rusyn hentage, which was on
display for the emtire monith of July at the Garficld, New Jemsey pubhic
library. The display was assembled from loaned and contnbuted 1tems
provided by local C-ES members, The same traveling display was then
sct up at Three Saimts Russian Ornthodox Church in Garfield. Susan and
Jary were sumpnsed to leam how many people were unaware of their
R usyn hentage. A Busyn Christmas display was set up and on display at
thie Wayne Public Library during the entire month of December.,

Second Annual Fand Raiser, (etober 7, 20001

John  Righetti gave an entertaiming talk on "Rusyn Folklore and
Superstitions” that focused on the many umigue, charmng md interesting
R usyn folk customs. The tno " S-Harmony" played and san g Slavic music
during the atternoon. Busyn crafts and other arbicles were available for
purchase, This program included a luncheon and was once again held at
the Russian Hall in Simgac.

Annoal Mecting and Video, "Shadows of Forgotten Ancestors”
Movember 1, 2001

The Chapter held 1ts anmual mectng, which mcleded the Treasurer's
Feport, a review of the previous year, a discussion of possible futre
events and the election of officers. Afterwards, the members viewed the
video, Shadows of Forgotten Ancestors.  An art film produced m 1964,
Shadows has Enghsh subtitles.  This tragic drama follows a "Romeoo
and Juhat” theme and describes Hutsul hife of the castern Carpathiam
Mountains in the 14th century, It 1llustrated the role that superstbon
plavedin the hife of Busyn peasants, This meeting was held at the Wayne
Public Library.
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"Husyn Wooden Charehes”  December 1, 208001

C-BS membar and  architect, Joseph Parimucha, showed shdes of 25
wooden churches that be visited and photographed in northeastern Slovaka
when doing research for a chapel be was then in the process of designing for
Camp Mazarcth 1 westan Permsylvania, Each clarch bore the matural
aspects of 1ts surmoumnding village and countryside.  Panmucha spoke about
thar wigque architecture as well as the design of the mtenoms.  Omn exhinbit
were detatled wooden models ofa vanety of Rusyn churches constructed by
C-BS member, Jobn Kish,

"Cualtural Claes to Cenealogy ™ MMarch 17, 20002

David Kleinman, a professional gencalogy speaker, addressed the group,
offering adviseon how to successfully trace your ancestors, A hmicheon was
hield at 5t. Mary's Byzantne Cathohe Church im Hillsborough, M.

"The Lemko Lepacy™ April 20, 2002

Protessor Pand Best of Southern Commecticut University presented a lastory
of the Lemko people. He made available a vanety of printed imformation
about Lemkos, including las recantly published book . Inaddition, avideo of
a "Vatm" festival m Ukrame was shown to accompany his  talk, The
program was held at the Wayne Pubhic Libmary,

"Report on the YWorld Congress of Rusyns"  May 11, 20802

Rich Custer, cditorof The New Busyn Timies, and founding member of the
Carpatho-Rusyn Society, desenbed his expanence as a member of the Morth
Amenican delegation to the Sixth World Congress of Busyns, held i Prague
i late October, 2000, He descnbed the evants at the Congress, some of the
cultural and pohtical 1ssues raised there, aswell s the Congress delegates”
posthve reception of his report on C-ES actvities.  Thas program was held
at the Wayne Pubhc Library,

"Viziting the Silver Land"™ June K, 202

Dean Poloka, Vice President of the Natiomal C-RS orgamzation, President
of the Pittsburgh Chapter and leader of the Carpatho-Busyn Socicdy’s
hertage tour of the Carpatho-Busyn "homcland” m 2002, gave an
audiovisual presentation ofthe kighlights ofthetour, He described visiting
thie land of onc’s ancestors as "the trip of a hichme,” The program was held
at the Wayne Public Library,
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r “A Day in Coal Conntry"” September 14, 20002 1\'

Chapter members toured a defunct coal mine that has been converted intoa
muscum to cxperience how thor ancestors tolled to carn a hiving.,  Coal
Mine Histonan, David Kuchra, addressed the parbcipants about the
expenence of immigrant coal miners before leading them on a tour of the
“Mumber 9 Mine” in Lansford, Permsylvania, C-BS members wene able to
expenence for themselves the cold, damp, dark and dangerous working
conditions 1n a mine that was dehiberately not "cleanced up” s0 as to give
visitors a realistic expenience.  The aftermoon program, held at Proneer
Turmel Coal Mine in Ashland, Permsylvama, featmed a choml group of
retired miners who performed before the tour began,

Presentation of the "lsolden Yalashka"™ Award (etober 6, 20002

The Chapter presented 1ts First Anmzal Golden Valashka ( Shepard's tool 1.2
axe - walking shck) award to retired Engineer Michael Horvath in honorof
his lmnamtarian efforts on behalf of Busyns hving in what 15 now
Transcarpathia Ukraimme, For many years, he cut through burcavcratic red
tape to deliver food, medicine and other supplics to the desperately poor
people hving m western Ulraime., "S-Harmony”, brother and sister
musiclans Juraj and Silvia Marelack, played and sang a vanety of Slavic
and Amencan songs, Chapter Member Michele Parvensky provided R usyn
crafts, U1z mmd other items forsale.

Annoal Mecting and YVideo " Lemko Wedding ™ Movember 9, 20002

The Chapterbeld its anmual mecting, heard the Treasurer's R oport, reviewed
the last year's events and took suggestons for next vears events, Elections
were also held. Following the armual mecting, membeors vicwed the Lemko
Wedding video, which was imtroduced by C-ES member Mary Barker,
whose mother was imvolved in the making of the 1961 video along with
other mambers of Lemko Sowz, Homemade refreshment s were served at
theevent, which was held atthe Wayne Pubhc Library,
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“The Rusyvn Chourches of Connecticnt”  March 8, 2003

Rabert Klancke gave a shde presentation and led a discussion of Rusyn
church history m Connecticut between the 1950°% to 199%)°s. His talk
focused on the Eastem Orthodox Church in Seymour, CT, which aftera
briefbut active life between 1920 and 1936, 15 today homie to the Russian
Amencan Club.  He also surveyed castern Chnstan hife m other
Conmecticut Eusyn commumities located m Ansoma, Oxford and Shelton,
Panshioners were often manual laborers who banded together in lodges
and benevolent socicties before foumding churches This program was
held atthe Wayne Public Library.

“Duchnoyyve Alive and Well in New Jersey™ April 5, 2003

m commiemaorat ion of the 200th anmversary of the birth of Rusyn Nahional
Avakener Aleksander Duchnovye, the Chapter mvited University of
Maryland Professor, Elaine Kusinke, to lead a discussion of the
Duchmonvye play, Vidue 15 More Impordant than Biches  Rusinko, a
Professor of Russian Literature &t the University of Maryland, translated
the play from Busyn into Enghsh, making it one of the very fow
Duchnovyc works accessible to English-only readers. Chapter members
wore imvited to read the play ahead of ttmein order to beable to parhicipate
n the discussion. Parhcipants felt that Duchnovy s characdters wore true
to hife and stllrelevant to today's expenience. This program was held at the
Wayne Pubhc Library,

"Creating a Rusyn Pop Culfore” Melay 100, 2003

Rusyn Congress World Youth Forum Delegate, Brian Pozun, spokeabout
the current state of Busyn popular culture. He sugzested ways i which
Fusyn culture could be developed i order to attract more young people
and ersure the survival of Busyns inthe 21 st century. Busyn culture has to
move beyond gencalogy, folk costumes and tradibonal musical forms into
more contemporary forms of expression such a5 film and more modern
themes such as urban hie.
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"Jump Starting Your Rosyn Ceencalogical Hescarch"™
June T, JMi3

Moted gencalogist, muthor and television persomality, Mepan Smalenyak,
led a semimar that focused on how to begin rescarching one'’s famly, She
emphasized how village names could beused in tracking down ancestors as
well as the data bases avalableat the Elhs Island Immigration Museum, A
deliciows hmch of ethme food was served to scrminar parbiapants. The
seminar was held at the Saints Peter and Paul Bussian Ornthodox Church
Passaic.

"kermezh" Picnic Yan Saon Park, Paramos Jaly 13, 2003

Chapter members shared good tmes and good food with their fellow
Rusyns at the anmual Kermesh that was held at Van Saum Park in Paramos.
The weather was perfed a "cool,” bressy 80 degree day. Hamburger, kot
dogs, mnd soda were onoffer, 2 well as a vanety of tasty homemade treats
that micheded chith, potato salad, stawberry thubarb crisp and gelatin salad.
The penickers ranged 1m age from 4 year old Sreven Sediak { Chiton, M) to
91 yearold Mary Dubawehik ( Little Falls, MJ).

"Parade of Mations” Shenandoah, PA Aupust 23, 2IMI3

Ohr Chapter parbcipated i the Fifth Ammuwal "Hentage Day” festval
Shemandoak, PA. The small castem Pennsylvania rural commumity, an
hiowr from Mew Jersey border, 15 home to a large commumty of Carpatho-
Rusyns, Shenandoah 15 noted for a mmnber of histonic "firsts” 1 Busyn-
Amenican listory:  The first Greek Cathohe Church (1884); the first
fraternal serving Rusyn immigrants in Amencan, the 5t. Micholas
Brotherhood (188S), as well as the fist Busyn newspaper, Ameryvka
{18861 890}, Despite this impressive listory of endeavor, however, many
arca Rusyns are stll wmawarc oftheir hentage, Chapter volhunteers did their
part to cducate and enhghten,
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“Tenement Muosecom Tour™, Mew York City September 20, 2003

Twelve people 1n a three room apartment wi thout ummng water, electnicity
or privacy. That was how our Busyn immmigrant ancestors hved when they
first armrived on owur shores, permiless and looking for work., The Chapter
toured a preserved Tenament, now comverted mto a Muscum, and leamed
about the lives and fates of several actual families that made up 1ts many
immigrant residents.  Aftarward, Chapter members enjoyed a delicious
lmcheon at 5t. Nicholas Carmpatho-Eussian Onthodox Church, and hstened
toa historical talk about the church @ven by panshioner Jeanne Medvecky.

"Crechoslovak Independence Day™, New York City Oetober 4, 20003

In their first over appeamance at this large, popular street festival, Chapter
members came equipped with theirtmvehng display:  folk costumies, tapes,
books, maps, a model wooden church and lots of free hiterature (plus, of
course, 1ts gracious and enthusiastic volhumteers), Rusyns on the southern
slope of the Carpathian Mountains share a pohtical lnstory with Czechs and
Slovaks after bang incorporated mto newly oreated Czechoslovakia n
1918, Some Busyn-Amencans with roots in that region contimee toregard
themiselves as Slovak orCzech, so the festival presented a good opportumity
for Chapter members to educate B usyns abowt their hentage.,

Second Annoal "lrolden Yalashka” Award  Ogtober 12, 20003

The Chapter awarded 1ts Sccond Amnual Golden Valashka Award for
distinction n service to the Busyn commumity to noted Histonan and
Cul tural Actvist, Dr. Panl Robert Magocsi, of the Umversity of Toronto.
Magoca spearheaded mamy firsts in Busyn Amencan history, including the
foumdhng of the first Campatho- Busyn pubhshing house and research center
{The Carpatho Busyn Bescarch Canter, foumded 1978), the first magazine
devoted to Busyns, Carpatho-Busyn American (1978-97), and the first
Encyclopedia of Busyn History and Culhare (2002).




r— Annual Meeting Movember 8, 20003 11

The Chapter had 1ts anmal mecting, at which the year was reviewed and
clections held. Lemko Histonan and Author, Bebdan Hoerbal, presented
“Whan Little Peoples Drecam Big Dreams” | the hittle knoam history of how
our Lemko ancestors attermpted to control thar own pohhcal fate during the
flund imtermational siheation immediately following World War 1. Lemko
Rusyns formed the "Lemko Eusyn Republic”, with its "capital” in the
Lemkowillage of Florynka., There they dared to dream of umbn g with their
Rusyn brothers then in the newly created Crechoslovakia, or even of
having thar own independent state.  They failed to achiove cither of these
goals, bt their love for their people hves onin our memorics.

C-RS Lemko Tour 5lide Show Janwars 100, 20004

C-ES MW Chapter member and Lemko Tour historan, Susyn Mihalasky,
gave a shde show of her favorite moments from the C-BS's first anmal
Lemko Tour, 2003, Ower 75 people wore inattendamce at  the Wayne
Public Library as Mihkalasky recalled the places and people that made the

tour an exciting and fum event.
First Annual Husyn Film Festival Febrmary 14, 2004

Chapter Mambers, Jerry Chanda, {(Wilham Patason University) and
Brian Pozun, {co-tomder of Busyn Outpost; North America) showed ten
fifteen -minute chips of mne different films with Busyn themes at the Wayne
Public Libmary. The films included well known omies such a5 The Deor
Humter and Evropean documentan ez such as Bussky Potok.,  Chanda and
Pozun offered commentary amd led a hvel v discussion.

Memaories to Memaoirs hMay B, 2004

Creative Wntng Instructor, Amdrea Kanfman, took chapter mambers
through a sanes of memory promptng and htemry exorcises that helped
them recall long forgotten family memones and put them doan o print.
Each participant left the event with a firstrough draft of what could form the
basis of a family memor to be handed doamn to younger genemtons. This
program was held at the Wayne Public Library.
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Without Literature a Feople Cannot Exist Mlay 23, 2004

Author and educator, Elaine Rusin ko, spoke about the connection between
hiterature and mational identity among the Busyns. In 2003, she pubhished
the first comprehensive Enghsh lmguage study of Campatho Busyn
hiteratre, Staddling Borders: Literatoe and [dentity in Subcampathian
Rus. The book includes mmierous onginal transl ahons into Enghish of the
writings of many notable Busyn hterary fgures, mcluding Alexander
Duchnovye.,

kKermesh Pienic Yan Saun Park, Paramuos July 18, 2004

The Chapter held its third ammual pemc socal o leafy Van Saun Park,
which features a children'’s zoo, ball ficlds and other amenities, Members
spent @m aftemoon sociabhizng over homemade pot leck foods, both ethnic

and Amencan,
C-R5 1ih Anniversary Celebration Pittsbargh July 23-25, 2004

Chapter members tmveled to Pittsburgh to particpate i the mumerous
cultural programs held in the Pittssburgh area to honor the founding of the
Carpatho- Rusyn Society in 1994 1 Pittsburgh, PA.

"Parade of Matons" Shenandoah, PA Aupust 25, 2004

The Chapter participated forits scoond time inthe Sixth Anmal "Hentage
Day" festival in Shenamdoah, PA. C-RS mombers Tom Singel Jim
Huratiak, Jokn Mihalasky, George and Bertha Ligos offared educatiomal
materials on Busyns and mammed a B usyn folk costume display. Mumerous

arca Busyns stopped by the Chapter’s display tables,
The Immigration Expericnce YWayne September 25, 20044

Nicholas Karas, C-RS membeor and author of the popular book, Humloy:
The Irnmmgrant Expenence, cameto speak with Chapter members about s
novel., The story spans one hundred years and three ganemtions of Rusyns
who seck to escape oppression i their homeland and build a new hife n
America,
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Third Annaal “lolden YValashka™ Award (etober 10, 20004

The Chapter awarded its “(rolden Valashka Award” to Campatho-Rusyn
National President, John Righertti, for lis sclfless dedication to the C-RS
since 1ts mception ten years ago.  President Bigheth was one of a small
group of Rusyns to establish this orgamzation, We all know him to be a
dymamic omtor, who travels throughout the Umted States and Ewrope
promoting Kusyn Heritage and Culture, 1115 becasse of s leadershup and
direction that this ornzamization has realized such success. This Annual
Luncheon of the M) Chapter, which celebrated the 5th Anmversary of the
Chapter, was held atthe Bussian Hall, Singac.

.
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FOR YOUR INFORMATITON

The Chapter holds 1ts regular membershup and planning
meetngs the second Saturday of most months at 10:30 a.m.
w 12:30 p.m. at the Wayne Public Library, 461 Valley Road,
Wayne. Specal events are generally held the aliernoon
followmg the regular Saturday meeting, from 2-4 p.m. at
the same  Library, unless otherwise noted. Some special
events are held Sunday afiernoons. Amnouncement and

promotions are generated via e-mail. I yvou have any
questions, please call Lee Hrehovelk at 973-256-1839,
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STRENGTH AND CONTINUED GROWTH

THROUGH RUSYN FELLOWSHIP
kf‘dmdhmakaﬂbm@wﬂu.m
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A Briel History of the New Jersey Chapter

The 2004-2005 Chapter (Mlicers

President:
Seorotary:
Treasurer:
Publicity:

Public Relatioms:
MMemborship:

Arman gements;

Media Director:
Histonan:
Photo grapher:
M1 Web Master:
At Large:

Hospitality

Matiomal [hrectors:

“Ja Rusyn byl, jesm 1 budu™

The New Jemey Chapter was founded in 1999 as the Metro New Jersey-
Mew York Chapter and served the entire state of Mew Jersey, as well as
hMetropolitan New York City, Ower 170 C-BS membears live in the Mew
Jemsey/Matro NY C region, In 2003, inantcipation ofthe estabhishmentota
Mew York Chapter we were renamied The New Jersey Chapter, Owur events
attract people from as far mway as castern Permsylvama, lower Mew York
stateand Long Island.

Jotn Mihalasky
Loz Hrehoweik
Dorothy Crowley
Susyn Mihalasky
Jovyee Barr

Joyee Barr

Lo Berdy
Edward Hhpala
Jim Humtak
Helen Rodenbaugh
Jack Rodenbaugh
Tom Simigel

Mary Barker
[Dan Bavolack
Brian Porum
Jerry Chanda
Bertha Ligos
Cicorge Ligos

Lez Hrehoveik
John Mihalasky
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