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Add a pinch of the unusual and a dash of the unexpected… 
Utilising the unexpected and even so-called ‘shock tactics’, can break the daily humdrum of 
lectures and really make a point stand out.   The use of the new and unusual is also a very effective 
tool in helping ideas and concepts stick in studentss minds.  To demonstrate the use of alternatives 
to antibiotics, our microbiology lecturer brought in young live maggots (much to the horror of 
some members of the class) and free probiotic drinks.  Students are certainly never known to turn 
down a free drink, and after that lecture the whole field of alternative treatments seemed easier to 
visualise. 
 
For an extra exotic spicy taste, add field trips to far-flung places… 
Being able to see Biology in action is a dream come true for many students and provides a 
welcome change to lectures.  By maximising students’ time in the field and their exposure to a 
range of different habitats and ecosystems, they are betterable to relate what they’re studying to the 
world around them.  This can be a powerful tool indeed.  In fact, many students who complete 
these field trips often continue the projects into their professional career.  And with opportunities 
to study in such exotic destinations as Russia, the Bahamas, and even sunny Cornwall, we are well 
placed to escape the lecture theatre occasionally.  
 
Combine with a splash of opportunity, and serve with excellent career prospects… 
Biology degrees have a fundamental flexibility that sets them apart from other sciences.  Being 
such an immense subject that covers hugely different areas, it is exponentially helpful to be able to 
specialise.  The versatility that the degree provides means that every student has a unique learning 
experience, tailor made to their preferences and expertise.  Consequently, this leads to a massively 
diverse range of careers to which a Biology degree can be applied.  No longer are we confined to 
the microscope, and now many graduates go on to be lawyers, doctors, engineers, financiers, and 
journalists.  This proves to be a massive motivation to learn. 
 
Although quality ingredients are fundamental to a good learning experience, much more is needed 
to make a fantastic one.  It is not merely the departmental resources or quality of teaching staff that 
makes a degree exceptional, but the extra touches of spice and individuality that can personalise 
studies and make them relative to peoples’ own experiences.  As with life itself, a Biology degree 
needs to constantly evolve and adapt to meet the needs of its students.  And like a good meal, it 
can completely awaken all of the senses.  It can provide an enriching and fulfilling experience that 
just like a satisfying dinner, can provide enough intellectual sustenance for a memorable learning 
experience, and ultimately, a rewarding career. 
 
 


