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The Great Rai d Debacl e.

Late at night, on Septenber 29th, the Berkeley Police raided O T.QO They
hit Merkabah House first, entered a detached dwelling behind Merkabah House,
and then went off to break up Thel ema Lodge. Yes, that's right, Berkeley PD
raided a church in QCakl and.

There was a search warrant, and the objects of the search were ngjor drugs,
par aphernalia involved in drug sal es and use, and records of drug deal ers.

One woul d therefore characterize this effort as a connected series of "Crack

House Raids". O course, there was no crack, no dealing and no point to the
raid. | understand that rolling papers were taken, pipes and sonething
identified as a "bong". The rolling papers included Drum Brand, only sold

wi th Drum Brand Tobacco and taken from beside a partly filled can of Drum
Tobacco. Several people were listed on the search warrant as residents to be
gi ven special attention, including one person who actually lives in San

Franci sco, and yours truly, Bill Heidrick. | was listed as living at Thel ena
Lodge, a place |I have been able to visit to teach classes about six hours a
nonth on average. | would like to be there nore often; but ny hone has been
in San Ansel mo since 1971 e.v., and Grand Lodge duties spare ne little tine to
enjoy the many events at Thelema. Since | was not there, | had to learn al
this indirectly. These are ny opinions of that happened, based on accounts of
the w tnesses and from docunents.

The raid comenced with a knocking at the Merkabah house door. A resident
opened it, and seventeen police with drawn guns burst in on a Hernmetics cl ass.
Qur menbers and guests were thrown down and cuffed w thout further preanble.
Two were rel eased after questioning (didn't live there and weren't on the
list). The others were told that they had to give urine sanples then and
there or face 90 days in jail. A docunent purporting to justify this
violation of civil rights was flashed, and mention was nade of a new state |aw
no one there had heard about. Copies of the docunent have been recovered from
the police report and rel ated papers. Bye bye, 5th anendnment! It was nice
know ng you, 4th anmendnment! | should note that nore than seventeen officers
seened to be present, but only seventeen nanes of officers appear on the
police report.

Al remaining in the house were charged with narcotics intoxication
pendi ng urine test results, | suppose. A couple of hypoderm c syringes were
produced by an officer, alleged to have been found in a sink that had just
t hat day been cl eaned. None of the people at the house recogni zed the
syringes, and none used intravenous drugs. Qher itens of a simlar nature
were found by the police in |ocations where nothing was seen before the raid.
These syringes were not charged agai nst anyone at arrai gnment, according to
the charges | have read. Two of the people taken to the Berkeley station were
rel eased that night, one being told that the reason for his arrest had been
forgotten, the other being held until it was clear that no matron was
avai l able to assist in her incarceration. Six in all were charged from
Mer kabah house, and after the charges finished dropping at arraignment only
narcotics intoxication (urine tests were not back yet) and snoking
par aphernal i a charges were nmintained (as best | can determne). There were
illegal weapons charges earlier, with the ritual daggers and swords torn from
religious shrines in the house giving that dubious base. The illegal weapons
charges were dropped.

Most of the officers appeared confused. Remarks of "why are we here?" have
been reported by witnesses. The officer |eading the raid and sone ot hers made
t hensel ves busy, tearing out and enptying drawers and the |like. They trashed
the place. A little hunor was evidently not |acking, and several books on
occultismwere arranged in a little display on one of the beds to make a nice
picture. A baby photograph was sei zed and described in the police list as
"showi ng infant white male child w black cross across front of body." This
was a photo recently sent to a friend by the nmother. The black cross was a
creative interpretation of the straps of the car seat shown in the photo. One
of ficer was interested enough to offer criticismof a painting on erotic



themes, but it was too large to fit in the van. Two of the people in the
house were making love in a bed room and they were taken naked fromthe house
and thrust into the police van. A couple of O T.0O nenbers from Thel ena Lodge
went over to the site during the raid, were questioned and rel eased.

Of the jolly crewwent with their involuntary guests to visit Thel ema
Lodge (in Gakland, renmenber). There were word ganes and simlar
entertai nments: "Wio's got the warrant? Do you have the warrant? ... Ah' we
forgot the warrant" --- a copy was found in Merkabah House a few days |ater,
in a spot where nothing had been seen after the raid. The Thel enra Lodge copy
of the search warrant was al so di scovered several days later, crunpled up in a
cat box. Since it was Rosh Hashana, seasonal anti-semtic remarks were
denonstrated by the officers for the edification of any prisoners who m ght
chance to be Jewi sh

On reaching Thel ena Lodge, the two Thel ema Lodge inhabitants who were not
det ai ned at Merkabah house were seen to drive up to park at their hone. The
police dragged both out of their car and hustled theminto the house. The
police gained entry by being admtted and by crashing in several interior and
at least one exterior door. The exterior door was described as not being
seriously damaged in the police report, but the frame was smashed. The rush,
floor, and cuffs procedure was repeated. Two nmenbers of the OT.O were
guestioned and largely ignored. The others were given the full treatnent;
urine sanples and the like. One of these refused the urine test, and he al one
appears to have been charged with the syringes that mysteriously appeared by
spont aneous generation at Thel ema Lodge --- again never before seen by any of
the fol ks who Iive there. One person was charged with the infraction of
having | ess than a 1/4 ounce of marijuana.

Several rooms were trashed downstairs in a vigorous but inconsistent
fashion. There was sone breakage that does not appear in the police reports.
It is rather difficult to understand what training led to the techniques in
evi dence. Photos show cl othing and papers all over the place, but there seens
to have been little effort to | ook behind the thousands of shelved books or
under seat cushions and the |like. Some roons were given a mninmal | ook
others ended up like an earthquake in a thrift shop

The situation upstairs took sone additional turns. CQur Tenple was broken
up and generally desecrated, making it difficult for the Grostic Mass to be
held two days later. One of the nenbers is a student of pyrotechnics (safe
and sane style fireworks). He had a roomrented upstairs for storage of his
materials, colorants, tubes and chemicals --- all obtained legally. This
presented a new option to the officers. A call was nade to the judge who
i ssued the original search warrant, and a verbal extension was given to
i ncl ude bonb maki ng supplies. W do have a list of the chemicals and "Fire
Wor ks Conponents" (yes, the police did identify the components as fire works)

including at | east two substances that cannot exist. Possibly that sort of
error can be excused by msreading bottle |labels, but really ---"flowers of
sodi um'!  The nane of the owner of the fire-works chemcals was identified by
the police and witten into the report. H's name was al so on the door to the
room It would appear, however, that this brother was not in the target |ist.
The two brothers who had been pulled out of a car in front of the house were
charged with possession of these materials. The actual owner of the materials
was identified by the police, was in the house and was not charged. These two
brothers therefore have felony charges for possession of naterials not in
their own roonms and known to be the property of a person rel eased w thout
arrest. Naturally we are glad that our brother was not charged for his
legally owned property, but it is a bit nuch to see others charged who had
nothing to do with the material. Chemicals were spilled and not cleaned up
during the raid.

There is no doubt in ny nmind that the officer in charge knew he was
visiting desecration on a church. He characterized the Tenple as "tenple" in
his report. He knew that the place was known as "Thel ena Lodge", and he used
the term of opprobrium"cult" to describe the group. | really nust take
exception to that term"cult". W have been in existence for nore than eighty
years, have nore than 1500 nmenbers in 26 countries, and the word "cult" does
not appear on our letters of religious tax exenption fromthe Federa



CGovernment and the State of California. | don't recall our being called a
"cult" in the case we brought and won in the IXth District Federal Court in
1985 e.v., and our religious status was noted in that decision. The

di scrimnatory | anguage got worse.

VWen the six arrested at Thel ema Lodge were brought with the six from
Mer kabah House over to the Berkeley Jail, it becane i medi ately apparent that
religious persecution was the nane of the new gane. Qur menbers were called
"devil worshipers" consistently by the jailers. These remarks were spread
beyond the jail. Abusive | anguage appears to have been used in an attenpt to
prejudice. There are Satanists in the world, but for an officer to use the
| anguage "devil worshiper" to characterize the religion of a person in custody
isinno way different froman officer calling civil rights narchers
"niggers". This language is used to dehurmani ze and to deny due process. It
has no place in public, let alone on the |lips of arresting officers and
jailers. OT.0O has it's ow religion, and does not give place for the
Christian "Devil" to exist outside netaphor. Quite frankly, this "devil
wor shi pper” tag is not even ethical if applied to real Satanists of education
much beyond grammar school. | have net several over the years, and npbst coul d
not be said to worship the "Devil". For non-Christians, Satan is nore often
the synbolic hero of John MIton's "Paradi se Lost" than a foolish nenta
di sorder with a pitch-fork

In jail our nmenbers and friends were subjected to the verbal abuse already
mentioned, but there were other things. No one had been read their rights,
and only after the arrest papers becane accessible did anyone learn of a very
fine print statenment of civil rights on a paper that had been signed under
pressure without time for reading. Ordinary requests made by prisoners were
honored by the jailers, but not identical hunanitarian requests made by our
folk. One of our people had suffered an injury when he was allowed to tunble
down stairs during the raid. He had |ost sensation in his right arm and was
experiencing an increasing |loss of nmotor function. H's requests for nedica
exam nation were refused to his face. Wth persistence, he was finally heard
by an officer from another part of the building. Wen the mtter was brought
to the attention of a judge, this brother was i mediately rel eased on "OR'
(own recogni zance). This was on the third day of his incarceration, and he
had been denied his first phone call for about 60 hours.

Arrai gnments were held Monday and Tuesday, with everybody still in custody
being rel eased on "OR' followi ng arrai gnment. Mst charges had been dropped,
and further court appearances are scheduled |ater this nonth.

At this witing the honmes are still in great disarray, but enough clean-up
has taken place to discover over $380 m ssing from Merkabah House and al nost
$500 mi ssing from Thel ema Lodge. That's rent nopney, personal cash and tenple
furbi shnment funds. Sone of it may have been lost in the street during hasty
searches, but there is no explanation for nmost of it vanishing from boxes,
drawers and the like. Also nmissing are initiation reports plainly nmarked the
property of Grand Lodge (with address!) and being readied for forward.

Wiile | sat typing this account, a call came in. The affidavit that led to
i ssuance of the search warrant had surfaced. This entire raid was based on
the verbal assertions of one individual, with the conplicity of another. |
will restrain nmyself fromdescribing the nental and noral qualities of that
person. Suffice it to say that the lurid details offered to the ear of the
of ficer were so absurd that | cannot inagine anyone crediting themfor a
nmonent. | was accused of conducting sonething unfathomable called "a bl ack
baptism' in the yard behind Thel ena Lodge. Preposterous nonsense about
m nors, drugs, and the |ike abounded in the docunent. The officer entered
Mer kabah house a few days before, posing as a plunber. He wandered about the
rooms trying to "snell" anphetami nes. He had to be instructed before entry on
how to pour a can of cleaner in a drain and how to soap a gas |line joint.
When he was asked to snake a bl ockage, he had no answer. For heaven's sake!

Education in the public schools is a disaster, but ...! | would also like to
know why QCakl and PD appears not to have been contacted about the Thel ena Lodge
address. It seenms only natural that Berkeley PD would consult Gakland PD

before doing Elliot Ness inpressions in Oakland. Wat would have happened if
soneone in the house had called 911 before identifying the intruders?
I can't hel p wondering what inpact the big cocaine seizure in southern



California and the Night Stal ker trial sentencing nmay have had on this
decision to go so far on so little. |It's too bad the news about the Gkl ahoma
sheriff didn't attract as much attention. That guy is on trial for allegedly
trying to ki dnap a suspected drug deal er out of Texas to drag back to Gkl ahonma
for torture with a hot curling iron. Could it be that the adm tted drug
problens in this country have induced hysteria? Has the fundanentalist hate
literature that has been floodi ng police agenci es and servi ce nagazi nes
actual |y been believed? Sone of that trash lists the Star of David, the Star
and Crescent of Islam the Peace Sign, the Pentagramfromthe Anmerican Fl ag
and the reverse of the Geat Seal of the United States as "Satani c Devices."
Several years ago | wote a piece on the revival of "The Blood Libel"; this
blithering nonsense is full of it.

By all accounts, nmost of the officers drawn into this exercise were
reasonabl e and professional individuals. It seens to ne that only a few of
the officers were responsible for abuses, although those were very serious
indeed. | wasn't there. Al | have to go on is what the officer wote in his
reports and what the witnesses said. Pray to the deities you still are
al l owed that you can continue to say the sane.

The fol ks at these | ocations need personal help to replace | osses and
repair damage. |If you can help, please contact the Lodge.

Grand Lodge needs donations (tax deductible) to build up the legal fund.
Attorneys have to be paid, and civil rights cases aren't cheap

Contributions to the O T.0O Legal Fund should be nade out
to "OT.0" and sent to:

Ordo Tenpli Orientis
P. O Box 430
Fairfax, CA 94930 USA

Cl asses and neetings will continue. Attend at your own risk, but please
check to determine changes in |location and the Iike. W hope enough of our
friends and confreres will stand with us in the free exercise of the Thelenic

religion and the ordinary rights of speech, but we will understand if folks

woul d rat her stay home. The people at Merkabah House and Thel ema Lodge share

rent and have their own roons. Those places are honme. It did happen here.
--- TSG
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