Subpart F -- Qualifying Exam nation Systens
S 97.501 Qualifying for an amateur operator |icense.

An applicant nust successfully pass an exam nation for the

| ssuance of a new amateur operator |icense and for each change in
operator class. Each applicant for the class of operator |icense
speci fi ed bel ow nmust pass, or otherw se receive exam nation
credit for, the foll ow ng exam nation el enents:

) Amateur Extra Cl ass operator: Elenents 1(C, 2, 3(A),
B), 4(A), and 4(B);

a
(
b) Advanced O ass operator: Elenents 1(B) or 1(C, 2, 3(A)),
(B), and 4(A);

(c) General O ass operator: Elenents 1(B) or 1(CQ, 2, 3(A),
and 3(B);

(d) Technician Cl ass operator: Elenments 1(A) or 1(B) or
1(0, 2, and 3(A);

(e) Novice Cass operator: Elements 1(A) or 1(B) or 1(0O),
and 2.

S 97.503 El enent standards.

(a) A tel egraphy exam nation nust be sufficient to prove

t hat the exam nee has the ability to send correctly by hand and
to receive correctly by ear texts in the international Mrse code
at not |less than the prescribed speed, using all the letters of

t he al phabet, nunerals 0-9, period, comma, question mark, slant
mar k and prosigns ar, bt and sk.

(1) Elenment 1(A): 5 words per mnute;
(2) Elenent 1(B): 13 words per m nute;
(3) Elenent 1(C): 20 words per m nute.

(b) Awitten exam nation nust be such as to prove that the
exam nee possesses the operational and technical qualifications
required to performproperly the duties of an amateur service

| i censee. Each written exam nation nust be conprised of a
question set as foll ows:

(1) Elenent 2: 30 questions concerning the privileges of a
Novi ce O ass operator |icense. The m ni mum passing score is 22
questions answered correctly.

(2) Elenment 3(A): 25 questions concerning the additional
privileges of a Technician C ass operator |icense. The m ni num
passing score is 19 questions answered correctly.



(3) Elenent 3(B): 25 questions concerning the additional
privileges of a General C ass operator |icense. The m ni mum
passing score is 19 questions answered correctly.

(4) Elenent 4(A): 50 questions concerning the additional
privileges of an Advanced Cl ass operator |icense. The m ni mum
passing score is 37 questions answered correctly.

(5) Elenent 4(B): 40 questions concerning the additional
privileges of an Amateur Extra C ass operator |icense. The
m ni num passi ng score is 30 questions answered correctly.

(c) The topics and nunber of questions required in each
question set are listed below for the appropriate exam nation
el enent :

Topics Elenent: 2 3(A 3(B) 4( A 4(B)
(1) FCC rules for the
amat eur radi o services 10 546 8

(2) Amateur station operating
procedures 2 33114

(3) Radi o wave propagation
characteristics of amateur service
frequency bands 1 3322

(4) Amateur radio practices 4 45 4 4

(5) Electrical principles as applied
to amat eur station equi pnent 4 2 2 106

(6) Amateur station equi pment
circuit components 2 2164

(7) Practical circuits enpl oyed
i n amat eur station equi pnent 2 11 104

(8) Signals and em ssions
transmtted by amateur stations 2 2264

(9) Amateur station antennas
and feed |ines 3 34514

S 97.505 Elenent credit.

(a) The admi nistering VEsS nust give credit as specified
bel ow t 0 an exam nee hol ding any of the foll ow ng docunents:

(1) An unexpired (or within the grace period) FCCissued

amat eur operator license: The |l east elements required for the
| i cense held. For a Technician C ass operator |icense issued
before March 21, 1987, credit mnmust also be given for Elenent
3(B).



(2) A CSCE: Each el enent the CSCE indicates the exam nee
passed within the previous 365 days.

(3) A photocopy of a FCC Form 610 which was submitted to the
FCC indicating the exam nee qualified for a Novice C ass operator
| icense within the previous 365 days: Elenments 1(A) and 2.

(4) An unexpired (or expired less than 5 years) FCC-issued
conmer ci al radi otel egraph operator |icense or permt: El enent
1(0O.

(b) No exam nation credit, except as herein provided, shal
be all owed on the basis of holding or having held any ot her
| i cense.

S 97.508 Preparing an exam nati on.

(a) Each tel egraphy nessage and each written question set
adm ni stered to an exam nee nust be prepared by a VE hol di ng an
FCC-i ssued Amateur Extra Cl ass operator |icense. A tel egraphy
nessage or witten question set, however, nmay al so be prepared
for the following elenments by a VE hol ding an FCC-i ssued operat or
| i cense of the C ass indicated:

(1) Elenent 3(B): Advanced C ass operator.

(2) Elenents 1(A) and 3(A): Advanced or Ceneral C ass
oper at or .

(3) Elenent 2: Advanced, Ceneral or Technician d ass
oper at or .

(b) Each question set admi nistered to an exani nee mnust
utilize questions taken fromthe applicabl e question pool.

(c) Each tel egraphy nessage and each written question set

adm ni stered to an exam nee for a Technician, Ceneral, Advanced,
or Amateur Extra Cl ass operator |icense nust be prepared, or
obt ai ned froma supplier, by the adm nistering VEs according to
i nstructions fromthe coordinating VEC.

(d) The preparation of each tel egraphy nessage and each

written question set administered to an exam nee for a Novice

Cl ass operator license is the responsibility of the adm nistering
VEs. The tel egraphy nessage and witten question set nay be
obt ai ned by the adm nistering VEs froma supplier.

(e) A tel egraphy exam nation nust consist of a nessage sent

in the international Mdrse code at no |l ess than the prescri bed
speed for a mnimumof 5 mnutes. The nessage nust contain each
required tel egraphy character at |east once. No nessage known to
t he exam nee nay be administered in a tel egraphy exam nati on.
Each 5 letters of the al phabet nust be counted as 1 word. Each
nuneral , punctuation mark and prosign nust be counted as 2

| etters of the al phabet.



S 97.509 Adm ni stering an exam nati on.

(a) Each exami nation for an amateur operator |icense nust be
adm ni stered at a location and a tine specified by the

adm ni stering VEs. Each adm ni stering VE nust be present and
observe the exam nee throughout the entire exam nation. The

adm ni stering VEs are responsible for the proper conduct and
necessary supervi sion of each exam nation. The adm nistering VEs
must immediately term nate the exam nation upon failure of the
exam nee to conply with their instructions.

(b) Each exami nee nust conply with the instructions given by
t he adm ni stering VEs.

(c) No exam nation that has been conprom sed shall be
adm ni stered to any exam nee. Neither the sane tel egraphy nessage
nor the same question set may be readministered to the sane

exam nee.

(d) Passing a tel egraphy receiving exam nation is adequate
proof of an exam nee's ability to both send and receive

t el egraphy. The adm ni stering VEs, however, nay al so include a
sendi ng segnent in a tel egraphy exam nati on.

(e) Upon conpletion of each exam nation el enent, the

adm ni stering VEs nust inmediately grade the exam nee's answers.
The adm ni stering VEs are responsi ble for determ ning the
correctness of the exam nee's answers.

(f) When the examinee is credited for all exam nation

el ements required for the operator |icense sought, the

adm ni stering VEs nust certify on the exam nee's application form
that the applicant is qualified for the license and report the
basis for the qualification.

(g) When the exam nee does not score a passing grade on an

exam nation el enent, the adm nistering VES nmust return the
application formto the exam nee and informthe exam nee of the
gr ade.

(h) The adm nistering VEsS nust acconmpdate an exam nee whose
physical disabilities require a special exam nation procedure.
The admi nistering VEs may require a physician's certification

i ndicating the nature of the disability before determ ni ng which,
i f any, special procedures nust be used.

(i) The FCC may:
(a) Adm nister any exam nation elenment itself;
(2) Readm ni ster any exani nation el ement previously

adm ni stered by VEs, either itself or under the supervision of
VEs desi gnated by the FCC, or



(3) Cancel the operator and station |licenses of any |licensee

who fails to appear for readm nistration of an exam nati on when
directed by the FCC, or who does not successfully conplete any
required el ement which is readmnistered. In an instance of such
cancel l ation, the person will be issued operator and station

| i censes consistent with conpl eted exam nation el enents that have
not been invalidated by not appearing for, or by failing, the
exam nati on upon readm ni stration

S 97.511 Technici an, CGeneral, Advanced and Amateur Extra
Cl ass operator |icense exani nation.

(a) Each session where an exam nation for a Technici an,

General, Advanced or Amateur Extra Class operator license is
adm ni stered nust be coordinated by a VEC. Each adm ni stering VE
nmust be accredited by the coordinating VEC.

(b) Each exami nation for a Technician C ass operator |icense
must be adm nistered by 3 adm nistering VEs, each of whom nust
hol d an FCC-i ssued Amateur Extra or Advanced C ass operator

| i cense.

(c) Each exami nation for a Ceneral, Advanced or Amateur

Extra Cl ass operator |license nmust be adm nistered by 3

adm ni stering VEs, each of whom nust hold an FCC-i ssued Anmat eur
Extra Cl ass operator |icense.

(d) The adm nistering VEsS nust make a public announcenent

bef ore adm ni stering an exam nation for Technician, General,
Advanced or Amateur Extra Class operator |icense. The nunber of
candi dates at any exami nation may be limted.

(e) The admi nistering VEsS nust issue a CSCE to an exam nee
who scores a passing grade on an exam nation el ement.

(f) Wthin 10 days of the adm nistration of a successful

exam nation for the Technician, Ceneral, Advanced or Amateur
Extra Cl ass operator license, the adm nistering VES nmust submt
t he application to the coordinating VEC.

S 97.513 Novice C ass operator |icense exam nation.

(a) Each exami nation for a Novice C ass operator |icense

must be adm nistered by 2 VEs. The VEs do not have to be
accredited by a VEC. Each adm nistering VE nust hold a current
FCC-i ssued Amateur Extra, Advanced or Ceneral C ass operator

| i cense.

(b) Wthin 10 days of the adm nistration of a successful

exam nation for a Novice C ass operator |icense, the

adm ni stering VEs nust submt the application to: FCC, P.QO Box
1020, Gettysburg, PA 17326.

S 97.515 Vol unteer exam ner requirenents.



(a) Each adm nistering VE nust be at |east 18 years of age.

(b) Any person who owns a significant interest in, or is an

enpl oyee of, any company or other entity that is engaged in the
manuf acture or distribution of equi pnment used in connection with
amat eur station transm ssions, or in the preparation or

di stribution of any publication used in preparation for obtaining
amateur licenses, is ineligible to be an adm nistering VE. An
enpl oyee who does not normally communicate with that part of an
entity engaged in the manufacture or distribution of such

equi pment, or in the preparation or distribution of any
publication used in preparation for obtaining amateur operator
|icenses, is eligible to be an adm ni stering VE

(c) No person may be a VE if that person's amateur station
| i cense or amateur operator |icense has ever been revoked or
suspended.

(d) No VE may adm ni ster an exam nation to that VE s spouse,
children, grandchildren, stepchildren, parents, grandparents,
stepparents, brothers, sisters, stepbrothers, stepsisters, aunts,
uncl es, ni eces, nephews, and in-I|aws.

S 97.517 Vol unt eer exam ner conduct.

No VE may administer or certify any exam nation by

f raudul ent neans or for nonetary or other consideration including
rei mbursenent in any anount in excess of that permtted.
Violation of this provision may result in the revocation of the
VE's amateur station |license and the suspension of the VE s

amat eur operator |icense.

S 97.519 Coordi nating exam nati on sessions.

(a) A VEC nust coordinate the efforts of VEs in preparing
and adm ni stering exam nati ons.

(b) At the conpletion of each exami nation session

coordi nated, the coordinating VEC nust collect the applications
and test results fromthe adm nistering VEs. The coordi nating VEC
must screen and forward all applications for qualified exam nees
Wit hin 10 days of their receipt fromthe admnistering VES to:
FCC, P.O Box 1020, Gettysburg, PA 17326.

(c) Each VEC nust nake any exam nation records available to
t he FCC, upon request.

S 97.521 VEC qualifications.

No organi zation may serve as a VEC unless it has entered

into a witten agreenent with the FCC. The VEC nust abi de by the
terms of the agreenent. In order to be eligible to be a VEC, the
entity nust:

(a) Be an organization that exists for the purpose of



furthering the amateur service;

(b) Be capable of serving as a VEC in at |east the VEC
region (see Appendi x 2) proposed;

(c) Agree to coordinate exam nations for Techni cian,
General, Advanced, and Amateur Extra Cl ass operator |icenses;

(d) Agree to assure that, for any exam nation, every

exam nee qualified under these rules is registered w thout regard
to race, sex, religion, national origin or menbership (or |ack
thereof) in any amateur service organization;

(e) Not be engaged in the manufacture or distribution of

equi pment used in connection with amateur station transn ssions,
or in the preparation or distribution of any publication used in
preparation for obtaining amateur |icenses, unless a persuasive
showing is nade to the FCC that preventive nmeasures have been
taken to preclude any possible conflict of interest.

S 97.523 Question pools.

Al l VECs nust cooperate in maintaining one question pool for

each witten exam nation el ement. Each question pool nust contain
at least 10 tinmes the nunber of questions required for a single
exam nati on. Each question pool nust be published and nmade

avail able to the public prior to its use for making a question
set. Each question on each VEC question pool nust be prepared by
a VE holding the required FCC-issued operator |icense, See
S97.507(a) of this Part.

S 97.525 Accrediting VEs.
(a) No VEC may accredit a person as a VE if:

(a) The person does not neet m ninum VE statutory
qualifications or mninmumqualifications as prescribed by this
Part ;

(2) The FCC does not accept the voluntary and unconpensat ed
servi ces of the person;

(3) The VEC determ nes that the person is not conpetent to
performthe VE functions; or

(4) The VEC determ nes that questions of the person's
integrity or honesty could conprom se the exam nati ons.

(b) Each VEC nust seek a broad representation of amateur
operators to be VEs. No VEC may discrimnate in accrediting VEs
on the basis of race, sex, religion or national origin; nor on
t he basis of nenbership (or lack thereof) in an amateur service
organi zation; nor on the basis of the person accepting or
declining to accept reinbursenent.



S 97.527 Rei nbursenent for expenses.

(a) VEs and VECs may be reinbursed by exam nees for out-of-
pocket expenses incurred in preparing, processing, adm nistering,
or coordi nating an exam nation for a Technician, general,
Advanced, or Amateur Extra operator |icense.

(b) The maxi mum anmount of rei nbursenent from any one

exam nee for any one exanmi nation at a particul ar session
regardl ess of the nunber of exam nation el enments taken nust not
exceed that announced by the FCC in a Public Notice. (The basis
for the maximumfee is $4.00 for 1984, adjusted annually each
January 1 thereafter for changes in the Departnent of Labor
Consumrer Price |ndex.)

(c) No reinmbursenment may be accepted by any VE for
preparing, processing, or admnistering an exam nation for a
Novi ce operator |icense.

(d) Each VE and each VEC accepting rei nbursenent nust

mai ntai n records of out-of-pocket expenses and rei nbursenents for
each exam nation session. Witten certifications nust be filed

Wi th the FCC each year that all expenses for the period from
January 1 to Decenber 31 of the preceding year for which

rei mbur senent was obt ai ned were necessarily and prudently

i ncurred.

(e) The expense and rei nbursenent records nust be retained
by each VE and each VEC for 3 years and be nmade avail able to the
FCC upon request.

(f) Each VE nust forward the certification by January 15 of

each year to the coordinating VEC for the exam nations for which
rei mbur senent was received. Each VEC nust forward all such
certifications and its own certification to the FCC on or before
January 31 of each year.

(g) Each VEC nust disaccredit any VE failing to provide the
certification. The VEC nust advise the FCC on January 31 of each
year of any VE that it has disaccredited for this reason

Appendi x 1 -- Places where the amateur service is regul ated
by the FCC.

In 1 TU Region 2, the amateur service is regulated by the FCC
wWithin the territorial limts of the 50 United States, District
of Col unbi a, Caribbean | nsular areas [ Comonweal th of Puerto
Rico, United States Virgin Islands (50 islets and cays) and
Navassa | sl and], and Johnston Island (Islets East, Johnston,
North and Sand) and Mdway |Island (Islets Eastern and Sand) in
the Pacific Insular areas.

In 1TU Region 3, the amateur service is regulated by the FCC
Wi thin the Pacific Insular territorial limts of American Sanpa
(seven isl ands), Baker Island, Commonweal th of Northern Mariannas



| sl ands, Guam I sl and, Howl and Island, Jarvis Island, Kingnman
Reef, Palnyra Island (nore than 50 islets) and Wake Isl and
(Islets Peal e, Wake and W/ kes).

Appendi x 2 -- VEC Regi ons.

1. Connecticut, Mine, Massachusetts, New Hanpshire, Rhode
| sl and and Vernont.

2. New Jersey and New York.

3. Delaware, District of Colunbia, Maryland and
Pennsyl vani a.

4. Al abama, Florida, CGeorgia, Kentucky, North Carolina,
Sout h Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia.

5. Arkansas, Louisiana, M ssissippi, New Mexico, Cklahona
and Texas.

6. California.

7. Arizona, |daho, Montana, Nevada, O egon, Utah, Washington
and Wom ng.

8. Mchigan, Chio and West Virginia.
9. Illinois, Indiana and W sconsi n.

10. Col orado, | owa, Kansas, M nnesota, M ssouri, Nebraska,
Nort h Dakota and Sout h Dakot a.

11. Al aska
12. Cari bbean | nsul ar areas.

13. Hawaii and Pacific | nsul ar areas.



